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THE 


PREFACE: 


T is ncedleſs to entertain the 
Reader here with Proofs of the 
InStitution of Lent being Primitive 


and Apoſtolical. thoſe , who are. 


vers'd in Antiquity, trace the ſteps 
of 1t thro all Ages of the Church ; 
and for ſuch whoſe leiſure or Learn- 
ing is not ſufficient to carry them ſo 
far back, they may abundantly ſatisfy 
their Curioſity in this Potat, by pers 
ufing Books on this S1bjeft ; and 
tho' I could ſuggeſt variety of Ca- 
tholick, Autkcrs to this Purpoſe ;, yet 
I ſhall at preſent recommend One of 
another Communion , Twhici being 772 
Engliſh, may be more acceptible 10 
the Ordinary Reaaer, and that ts 
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the Learned Volume of The Paf- 
chal or Lent Faſt, Publiſhed in the 
Year 1662. tby Peter Gunning , 
D. D. ajrerwards Biſhop of Ely, 
rho in the very Title tiles it Apo- 
ſtolical and Perpetual, and thro - 
ought the whole, proves the Church 
ro have objſerv'd this Lent-Faſt, 
ever ſmce the times of the Apoſtles ; 
that they deliver d 1t to the Faithful, 
and obſery'd it themſcives, P. 24. 
26. and this by the Conſent of the 
Generality of the Fathers tin the 
first Seven Hres after their Deceaſe ; 
and therefore concludes it to be a 
Iradition Apoſtolecal. p. 13r. 

And now having mention'd this 
Book, wherein are fo fully treated 
all thoſe Foints, which of courſe 
ought to make up the Preface to the 
Toillowing Inſtruttions, I think, I 
ſhall not ut all impoſe on the Reader, 
if I preſent him here with an Ab- 
ſtratt of this Treatiſe , and I am 
confident , do no difſervice ta my 


ef, 
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ſelf, ſmce the full Proſpett of Anti- 


quity , as there given muſt neceſſari- 
ly diſpoje him to be more Favourable 
to all that follows. 

This Learned Aithor then hav- 
ing fill d near an hunared pages with 
the concurring Teſtimonies of all An- 
tiquity, witneſſing the Paſchal Faſt 
of Lent to have been ever obſerva 
in the Church, as from the Apoſtles, 
and from Envangelical Inſtruttion ;, . 
then jets down the Rules of Lent or 
Principal Conditions neceſſary to 7en= 
der this a Faſt acceptable to God and - 
ſuch as he has choſen. 

Theſe Conditions or Rules of a 
Chriſtian Faſt p. 173. are 1, That 
our Faſting be as the Church at firſt 
deſren'd it, a great. inſtrument of 
our great work of Repentance from 
our Sins; of Fudging our ſelves ; that 
we be not judged of the Lord ;, of 
more inſtant mortifying all ſmful 
luſt®s and affetions, foraſmuch as 
Chriſt has ſuffer d for ws, and we, _ 

Ay if. 
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if with him we ſuffer in the Fleſh, 
zauſt ceaſe from Sin. 2. That our 
Faſt be truly Faſting, not a Commus- 
tation only of our uſual Diet for 
other delightful fulneſs , refettions 
and pleaſures, 4. That Faiting be 
xot ſeucr d from its antient company 
of Watchings, bard-lyings, Sorrow- 
in7s, Sequeſtration of ornaments and 
publisk JOYARCES. 4a That Th our 
faſting, our bowels relent {from all 
hard oppreſſion of others. F, That 
it abound in warks of Mercy. 6.T0 
make our Faſtings Subſervient to our 
more inſt ant Prayers, as our Bodies 
tO Or Soils ;, for a time giving our 
felves to attend on faſting and pray- 
& ana more frequent hearing of 
God's Word, 7. More particulat- 
ly take we care inthis time of the 
abſtinence of Lent, to. prepare our 
ſelves forthe £ards Holy Table at 
Eaſter, to winch it 1s in$tituted as 
a Preparation, Laiily ; That all this 
your wood be not leavend with 


the 
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the leaven of wvain Glory aria 
Hypocriſie. 

Every one cf theſe Conaitions, 
neceſſary for the due Obſervance of 
Lent, he proves at large both from 
Scripture,conſent of Fathers and the 
Prattice of the Primitive Church ; 
ſhewing all Faſting to be unprofitable, 
which 4s not accompanied with 
Repent ance, Forſaking of Sin, Prayer 
and Good works ;, and that tis 10- 
thing leſs than Mocking God, to ab- 
ſtain from Fleſh, and at the ſame 
thme ts indulge the Appetite in 
other delightful food ; for that this 
is dealing deceitfully with the Law= 
giver, and therefore condemn d as 
a great abuſe both by Antient Conn- 
cils and Fathers. p.187. That there- 
fore the true Chriſtian Lent ought to 
be Penitential, by afflifiing and 
bringing down the Body ;, as being 4 
Seaſon of joynt Faſting ana Pe= 
nance z wherein not only Publick of - 
fenders, but Secret alſo; even 
A 3 the 
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the whole Congregation join in Hu- 
miltation for their Sins. P. 185. 
and therefore ought not to be obſerv- 
ed by Faſting only, but in other 
Mortifications of Watchings, Sack- 
cloth, Hard-lying, Mourning: : 
For this the Conſent of the Univer = 
ſal Church in all the parts of the 
Earth hai confirm d, 198, And 
this to anſwer all the Purpoſes of 
Faſting , which he thus deſcribes : 
Faſting 1s a Denying our ſelves 
lawful Refreſhments, for having 
not denied our ſelves in unlawful 
Deſires ; A real judging our ſelves 
worthy to be Puniſin'd , that we be 
not juaged ;, and affiicting or puniſh- 
ing our ſelves, (Ezra 8. 21.) 
juaging our ſelves alſo unworthy 
( ana executing 0n our ſelves, for 
ſome time , that Fudement ) of the 
wonted Bleſſings created of God for 
Nan 10 enjoy, for our former 11> 
orainate Enjoyments of them, and 
ou7 other Off crices againſt God. 183, 

Thus 
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_ Thus he deſcribes Lent to be a time 


of Accuſing , Judging and Con. 
demning our ſelves Worthy to be 
puniſhed, and executing this Tudg= 
ment 0n us, that ſo we may eſcape 
the ſeverer Judgments of God. 
Having dular d theſe Conditions 
for the due obſervance of Lent ont 
of Antiquity in above forty Pages, 
he conciudes this Point with a Teſti- 
mbny of Ss. Chryſoſtom in his Ho- 
miljes, in which they are all Summ'd 
up together; For what cauſe 
therefore, ſome may ſay, Do we 
keep the Faſt of theſe Forty 
days ? That in theſe 
Days, all of us being perfectly 
purified together by Prayers, and 
by Alms , and by Faſting, and 
by whole Nights Watchings , 
and by Tears, and by Confeſ- 
fion,. and by all other Things , 
we may ſo according to our 
Power, with a Pure Conſcience, 
come to the Holy Myſteries ; 
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( the Sacrament ) Pag. 213. 


Then to recommend the obſer- 
vance of Lent more effeGually to the 
Faithful, he ſets down in about 
twelve pages, the large Commen- 
dations of the Primitive Fathers, 
give of Faſting, viz. That Fa$t- 
ing prepar d Moſes for the receiving 
the Law from the Hand of Ged; 
and for his ſecond recerving it, he 


_ needed a ſecond Faſt. That Samuel 


and Sampſon were the Fruit of 
their Mother's Faſting : God having 
preſcrib'd it to Sampſon and his 
Mother, before he was born, By 
Faſting Daniel was » yt for 
Heavenly Viſions, ſecur'd from the 
Lions, and the three Children from 
the Fire. S. John Baptiſt's whole 
life was one Faſt. Our Lord 

Faiting fortified himſelf againſt the 
aſſaults of the Devil, The Apoſtles 
were continually as it were Faſting. 
By FaSting the Enemy us overcome ;, 
for our Saviour has ſaid concerning 


the 


Wed "I WC =. Py 


Nv « _ Pigs 


D =D >E S = —_ w. 


= DK .,.O 


» UN L ; 


Q wv 


SW = © UVY 1 ha 


The Pretace. 


the Devil; This kind 1s not caſt 
out but by Faſiing and Prayer. 
By voluntary affiittions the fleſh dies 
unto luſts, and the Spirit 1s renew d 
unto Virtue. Faſting gives wittory 
againſt Concupiſcence, repels 1emp- 
tations, takes down Pride, mitigates 
Anger, and nourifhes the affections 
of every good will unto the maturity 
of entire virtue. Faſting 15 the put- 
ritpof the Heart, the preſervative 
of the Soul, the exerciſe of Spi- 
ritual Wreſtlers, There are An- 
gels, which in every Church write 
all thoſe that faſt, neither dares the 
inſolence of Devils any thing againſt 
ſuch as fa$t,and the Angels theG nar - 
alans of our life,do with more ftudi- 
0:15 labor abide with ſneh, whohave 
purified their Sonbs with faſting. F4- 
fling makes the young Man ſober the 
old Man reverend, the mo#t fit dreſs 
of Women, a bridle for thoſe, who 


are in the flower of their Age, the 


cuſtody of Marriace, the nurſe he 
Ax V'Ir - 
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Firginity, Faſting is our aſſimilas 
ron unto Angels, it transforms on a 
ſudaen all the City, it quiets noiſe, 
Ia the time of the faſi, what laſc- 
vious company can have allowance ? 

lthy Songs and outrageous Dances 
ſuddenly depart the City, being chas- 
ced thence by faſting, as by an auſtere 
Fudge, FaSting 1s the Nurſe of 
all good order, the Mother of Santtt« 
ty, the Imitation of Angelical con- 
verſation, fountain of Temperance, 


beginning of Continence,, the Sere= 
nity of our Souls, This u the Cha- 


ratter he gives of faSting, out. of 


S. Ambroſe,. Leo, Baſil, Cyril, 
Chryſoſtom, and then in his own 
words concludes : Faſting ſeems the 
flower of Temperance, the chaſtiſe- 


ment of Intemperance, the exeriſe 


of Correttive Justice on our ſelves, 


tne cutting off occaſions of Injuſtice 


towards others, the Vnderſtandings 
clearneſs, the Wills emendation, it 


5 the Body of Piety, which ſerves 


tbe 
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the Soul and Spirit of inwatd God.- 
lineſs ;, Beati qui Ilngent, Bleſſed 
are thoſe that mourn: and then 
proceeds to give the reaſons,why f af! - 
ing rightly performed deſerves ſich 
oreat praiſes. 


I. Foy the honour of the Divine k 
Holiawfs of God our Father, who, | 
. " G4 : OL . 
without reſpect of perſons , will 
udge every Man, that jndgeth not 
himſelf ; and 1s moſt faithful in his 
e, ſromiſes of mercy ; we judging our | 
e= M/clves, he will not judge us ;, we ab- [ 


a= Worring our {elves in duſt and aſhes, - 
of - Me will not abhor 145. | 
II, 

PR Il. For ſatisfying God's graciorus 

he Vil, who will accepr much leſs of 

ec. Mcorreftive chaſtifements, when /o 

iſe Moolantarily by our ſelves adjudg' d. 

es, Ward inflitted on our ſelves, than 


ce. ſotherwi/e. 


it WW I. For the preventing of the 
0s. hand 
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hand of God executing his anger 
againFt our ſims in temporal judg- 
ments, as we fee in the example of 
Sr. Paul, of Ahab, and David: 
and when theſe cannot be prevented, 
neither in whole or in part, yt 
even ſo thall this return into on 
Boſom jor grcater reward hereaf- 
er, 


IV. It # agreat help and degree, 
and external part of our contrition 
(proceeding from the inward) which 


conſiſts of four holy Paſſions in. one 
compound, Viz. A holy ſorrow for 
what zs paſt. A holy anger and inaig- 
nation at our ſelves; A holy fear of 
God's judgments ;, a holy hatred or 
deteſt ation of cur fins: now all theſe 
four are exercis'd as well as witneſs- 
ed 1n theſe ſelf-affliftions ;, it us that 
wiſe indignatious, and only lawful 
revenge of a private Chriſtian, 
mention d by St, Paul, 2 Cor. 7. /t 
#5 a work, of Tuſtice corrective upon 
our ſelves. V. A 
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V. As it is a wholeſome degree 
of our Contriti:n, ſo 1s it alſo of 
our Confeſſion ;, it #5 not a verbal, 
but a4 real prattical Confeſſion in 
deeds, an humble acknowledgment 
more than by words only, that we are 
by our ſins unworthy of God's good 
Creatures and of his Bleſſings, (by 
aenying unto our ſelves even Food 
and Pleaſures and Reſt and Orna- 
ments ;, in faſtings, watchings, ly- 
ing on the ground,jn Sackeloth &c.) 
and worthy of his judgments, It 
alſo a due Confeſſion, that we 
uffer juftly what we do otherwiſe 
alſo perhaps from God's own Hand. 
They humbld themſelves, and 
ſaid God is Righteous. 


VI. 1t is for our future emenda- 
tion, and ſecuring us from return- 
ing to the ſame ſm again, which 
bath cauſed us ſo to ſmart ;, the 
Meaſure whereof we have been in- 


forced 
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forced to avenge on onr ſelvesby ſo 
ſevere ſharpneſs of pain, or afflifti- 
on for mortificatioa ef the fleſh, 


VII. Beſide the fear of a re- 
peated ſmart, otherwiſe alſo availa- 
ble it is, for the better taking off our 
Hearts from the love of the World, 
h while we ſtand ſo long by our own 


y councel ſequeter'd from the con- - 
io tents, enjoyments, and blanaiſh- 7 
[7 ments of the world and fleſh. And W-* 


Mo ſo the Mind hath better leiſure 
. . and temper and ſerenity to make 
jp a truer jidement and etimate of 
fl the excellency of Heavenly things, 


ij VIII. With God, who hath pro- 
it mis'd to give Grace to the humble, 
| \ theſe humiliation: for the very ha- 
Ip mility thereof and therefrom, are 4 
FW powerful means to obtain his inward 
| Grace and Guidance. Ezra. 8, 21, 


IX. By 
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IX, By them we may procure de- 
liverances and bleſſings to others al- 
0, ſome way concern'd with us (or 
more than us perhaps ) in the dread 
of ſome judgment of God upon ſin. 


Here being thus declar'd by this 
learned Author at length. x. The 
,. MAutrority of this Holy Inſtitution of 
14 Ment. 2. The manner of keeping 
it: 3. That being thus kept, 1t us 
he awork, to which the Scripture has 
of airefted us, the Church of the Saints 
ever pratis'd, and God has choſen 
and will reward openly, And laſt- 
o. 8) The Reaſons, why it us ſo ace 
/o (pred of God and profitable ro our 
+. Wfver, p.235. He afterwards in 
» 4 R's Appendix confirms the whole with 
rd (- concurring Sentiments of four 
3 ſhops; Andrews, Cofins, Whit- 

"Witt and Montague. And tho he ac- 
By nowleages many Modern Anthors 

be of -another Opinion; yet 1 
| pre- 


' Is beſt learned from Antiquit ys 
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preſcribe, /ays he,againſt any num- 
ber of Moderns of one ſmaller 
part of the Chriſtian World, and 
of one or two Ages fartheſt remo- 
ved fromAntiquity,(except where 
Authority of 'our own Church, 
to which we have ſubſcribed, 
doth interpoſe) ſuch Teſttmo- 
nies, I ſay, ſtanding alone by 
themſelves, Antiquity that ap-I 
proaches nearer the Fountain, 
not being firſt heard, both to 

interpret Scripture, and teſtifie 
of Tradition (where that is 
part of the Controverlie;) all 
{uch_weak and trifling proceſs of 
Arguments from Teſtimony, | 
take to be butTyranny overMens 
Judgments, who are bound to 
none but to God's Word, who 
is Truth, and the Churches Wit- 
neſs, whom he has ſet to be the 
Pillar of Truth ; whoſe witneb 


and Univerſality of Prey , 
an 
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and Conſent of her Paſtors of the 
rMAges required ; and to Submitli- 
on of Acquieſcence to their own 
Church in {uch matters. p. 542. 
Excellent Reaſoning, had it not 
been mixct with that Reſigning Pa- 
renthefis. 
And now having here given the 
Reader a whole Book in the Preface, 
pherein he 1s inform'd of every ma- 
erial, point belonging to this Holy 
nſtitution, I think, I need add no 
more, but my hearty, Wiſhes, that 
is R115 Faſt were univerſally obſerv'd, 
all  bere diretted ;, the' with my wiſhes 
of @ offer the Pions Reader the follow- 
1-7 1n/truitions, which may be ſome 
ens W*p for the better performance of 
bs Duty, in conformity to its. firſt 
n{tution, They are ſeaſouable 
wghts 07 the Epiſtles and Leſſons, 
enerally applied to the obligations of 
Time;not as I call my own ſuch ; 
ty Phat I have obſerv'd, colleted 
ice, 4 even ſometimes tranſlated out 


and of 
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of other Books, as I apprehenatu 
them capable of contributing to th 
publick, good. They carry not Permill 
Su periorum 37 the front, but hav 
all the Approbation neceſſary thus 
recommend them, and therefore 
to be cenſur'd on that ſcore ;, and i 
0n "any other, there can be made # 
148F exception ;" T appeal 10 the Red 
ader's Charity for his moſt favour 
ble Conſtruttzon ; and deſire him 
do here, as at a plentiful Tab 
make uje of what he likes, and pa 
by the reſt, not forgetting, that ti 

ometimes an ill Stomach or pre) 
dic'd Phancy, that gives a aiſlike 
wholſome Meat ; and in this caſe, 
over-haſty cenſure would be his fawl 
and not mine ;, but *tis what T pa 
don ;, and therefore,whenever I ſtat 
in need of it, [ hope he ll do as mi 
for me, 


Inſtructions 
FOR 


| 
Of Shrove-T ia. 
uf | Deſire h:re to be inform'd con- 


cerning the due keeping of Lent : 
but. fir® let me know, wbat 
Shrovetide means; and whether the Ge- 
neral Praltice of Chriſtians at that time, be 
according to the intention of the Church ? 
Anſ. Shrovetide was intended , as a 
Preparation for Lent ; For this being a 
moft Solemn Faſt , wherein the Faithful , 
are encourag*d, by Prayer, Humiliation 
and Self-denials to turn away the a 
B Q 


| 
|Y 
| 
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of God, and make Atonement for thei 


Sins; 'twas very reaſonable, they ſhoull 
enter into this courſe of Penance wit! 


due Refleion and Preparation.. For thi 
end, it was defign'd, on theſe Days « 


Shrovetide , they ſhould ſeriouſly tur: 
their Thoughts to the Work before them 
and by an Humble Confeſhon , ſo far re 
concile themſelves with God, as to hope 
for his Grace for their aſſiſtance, and that 
their Mortifications and Faftings thu 
Offer'd from a, clean Heart , might fin 
acceptance in his ſights h 

And is it thus People generally emp 
this time ? 

A, This 1s the Practice of great num 
bers, eſpecially thoſe , who beſt unde 
ftand their Duty : *tis to this Method ti 
Church invites all, and is very carefi 
in giving all encouragement to the Faitl 
ful thus to prepare for Zent. For thi 
en], on Shrove-Sunday is read the Gt 
pel , of Chrift Going up to Jeruſaien 
there to be Scourg'd , mock'd , $pit « 
and Crucified ; that ſo by the conſider 
tion of Chrift's Suffering for Sin, eve 


>1avinga part inthat General Ra 
xa! being diſcharg'd from his 
gaFncdcign of the Church is , th 
, . C x \ 
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by the Exerciſes of Repentance and Piety 
on thoſe days the Faithful ſhould diſpoſe 
themſelves for the due obſervance of 
Lent. 

But now as for the Prafic2 of too mas 
ny, who then give themſelves up to all 
manner of Gluttony and Exceſs , and 
think they make ill ule of their time, if 
they are not ſwallowing till the Clock 
ſtriking Twelve, tells them tis Aſh-wed- 
neſday Morning ; this is what the Church 
abhors ; and 'tis moſt certainly, an uns» 
warrantable Cuſtom , built on nothing 
but the Relicks of Heatheniſm, and 
having nothing now toſupport it,but the 
Weakneſs of ſome and Vice of others. 

For what can be more prepoſterous , 
than by intemperance to prepare for 
Faſting ? Is rot this to go into the 
Church , to pretend to Worſhip the 
Living God; but firft to ſtop in the 
Porch , and offer Sacrifice to Idols ? The 
Church commands us to keep Lent , and 
In vbedience to her Orders, they pre- 
tend to chaftiſe their Sins, and offer up 
Self-denials for the appeafing the wrath of 
God : what then have they to do with 
rioting and intemperance ? Why, in 
the very Entrance of-that Holy time, 
do they run back to Infidelity, and in 
all manner of extravagancies, make theic 
Shameleſs Offerings to Bacchus? If they 

BY were 
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were call'd to Six weeks Liberty and Pro- 
Praneſs 3; Gluttory and Drunkennels, 
$ might be a Seaſorable Preparation ; bat 
- bewg ſummon'd to Mortification and 

Faſting ; how abominable are theſe Ex- 
'F ceſſes! Did ever any one, defirous 
of | being reconcil'd with a Perſon , whom 


'F he had injur'd , make choice of his Pro- 
[ f:{1"*.! Enemy to become his Advocate? 
| Drunkenneſs is an Enemy to God , ſays 
St. Bafil, and if thou defir't to make 
thy peac2 with him, flee all manner of 


q | intemperance , for otherwiſe thou ad- 
# | deft new provocations, and draw'f 
/ 
| 


greater vengeance on thy own head. 
\We may conclude then , that this isa 
Practice to be detefted by all ſerious 
Chriſtians, and that, whatever pretexts 
are brought to fayonr it, they are n0- 
.thing better than the Flatteries of Weak 
neſs, and deceitful diſguiſes of downright 
I.npiety : and without any great Spirit 
[ of Prophecy , we may foretell , that ſuch 
as begin Lent with theſe extravagancies, 
however they may ovbferve a Phariſaical 
22& as underſtanding little of the, true 
Snirit of Penance , will very likely be 
found with the ſame unmortified Paſhons 
at Eafter, as were their Dircors in the 
keeping of Shrove-tide ; Whilſt other 
more Vio.:s Souls, conſidering the true 
motives for their obſerving of Lent , = 
the 
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Inſtruftions for Lent. 2 


the difficulty of their keeping it well , 
decline all occaſions of this moſt Scan- 
dalous intemperance, and wholy turning 
themſelves at this time to the Exerciſes 
of Piety and Humiliation , thus endea- 
your to obtain that Grace, which is ne- 
ccſſary for the due performance of the 
Faſt enjoywWd: And this is to proceed 
according to the intention of the Church, 


I. 
Of Lent, 


Q. For what ends is the Faſt of Lent. 
commanded to be kept ? 
4. FT Here are ſeveral, . 1. As weare 
- commanded to offer to: God the 
Tenths of our Goods'; fo 'tis but juſt we 
ſhould ppaythim the like Tribute , as to 
what regards the Time of our Life. And 
for this end Forty days are ſet apart, 
which are, as it were, the Tythe of the 
whole Year. 2dly. That -Chriſtians, 
falling into many ſinful Liberties, and 
hurtful Excefſes throughout the Year., 
might, - in- this Forty-Days-Faft ,- accom« 
panied with Alms and Prayers, have 
ſomething to offer to God, in Expiation 
and Puniſhment of their Offences, eſ- 
pecially, if united to that Satisfaction , 
Ckrift made on the Croſs, in the name 
B 3 of 


s Inſtruitions for Lent: 


of all Sinners. 34y. That by this Six- 
Weeks Mortification, the Faithful might 
be duly prepar'd for the worthy Cele- 
brating the Memory of Chrift's Paſhon, 
and the Great Feſtival of Eafter. For 


- certainly, to take part in the Croſs of 


the Son of Gud, is moſt proper for ſuch 
as defire with any advantage to meditate 
on his Sufferings: And it they think of 
Rifing with Chriſt , huw can they do it 
better, than by ſuffering with him ? For 
thele Reaſons has this Faſt been ordain'd; 
it having been firft an{ified in the Per- 
fons of Moſes and Elias , and afterwards 
by the Son of God , who all faſted Forty 


_— 

nother teafon may be , of the Apv- 
tlzs and Church enjoyning this Faſt, To 
put us in mind of that General Faſt , 
which is neceſſary, in this:our State of 
Infirmity , for the ſupport: of Vertue, 
and performing due Penance for our 
Sins. For fince our greateſt Danger ariſes 
from the violent Inclination,, born with 
ns, towards Creatures ; and all our Of- 
Fences are nothing elſe , but the Forſak- 


" Ing our Creator for the love of theſe; 


there can be no Yirtue., where there are 
not reſolute Endeavours for the diminiſh- 
ing and checking this Concupiſcence , by 
Fafting or ſeparating our ſelves from 
thoſe Creatures, whifgh area y_y be- 
ore 
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fore us ; Hence 'tis a neceſſary conſe- 
quence , that he that loves Pleaſure, 
muft deprive himſelf of Pleaſure ; he 
that loves Riches, Gaming or Honours, 
5c, muſt here deny himſelf 3 becauſe 
this Separation weakens the violence of 
the Impreſhons thoſe Creatures made on 
the Soul , and ſets it at liberty to fix it 
ſelfon b&ter Objefs ; and in this Ge- 
neral Faſting or Privation , is the exer- 
ciſe of Solid Virtue, This ſame is the 
method of true Penance; four the gene- 
ral ground of all our Sins, being the im- 
moderaze love of Creatures , what bet- 
ter atonement can we make , . than by de- 
priving our ſelves of them ? OurSins ob- 
lizeus to do Penance, and this cannot: 
well be, where there is not a ſincere de- 
fire of offering ſome Satisfaction to the 
Divine Juſtice, in a manner proportion'd 
to our Sins: and what other proportion 
like that, of Puniſhing by the Privation - 
of Creatures, thoſe very Sins commit- 
ted in the enjoyment or abuſe of Crea« 
tures? Thus this General Faſt , which 
conſiſts in this Privation or Self-denial , 
is neceſſary for all, as the beſt SatisfaC&ti- 
on for paſt Offences, 2nd as the Greateſt 
Security of Virtue, in defending it from 
thoſe Weakneſſes, which are the una- 
voidable conſequences of corrupt Na= 
ture, as likewiſe of allyicious Habits. 

B 4 Now 


Inftraftions for Lent. 


Now this Faft of the Church from 
certain Meats, ſeems intended for the in- 
gagIvg us more ſtrongly in this General 
Faft, which is the Separating our ſelves 
from the objetts of our paſhons; For be- 
ing commanded to deny our ſelyes certain 
Meats; becauſe through the courſe of 
the Year we too often offend in them, 
through our Ititemperance ; on. the 
fame grounds , we muft conclude it juft, 
to prattice a like Self-denial in regard of 
as many Objetts, as we experience Ci- 
ther to be the Occaſion or matter of o::r 
other Tranſgrefho:s : and withou! this, 
the keeping Lent wil be but very im» 
perfect, 


Ill, 


O, twe Manner of keeping Lent. 


Q. 1 ſ:ethen , Lent, is not an outward 
Form only 1, out that it is to be accompanied 
with many interior Mortifications : but 
fer my dir:tion, pray tell me , what 
things 1 am to obſcrue, for the keeping 
it, as Tought. | 

A. He Principal rules for all Faft- 

Days, are, 1» Toeat but one 

Meal a day , and that not of Fleſh s nor 

of Whit-Meats, but as allow'd: with- 

out taking the liberty , as ſome do, of 
| eating 
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eating Fruit betwixt Dinner and Colla- 
tion, as if this did no injury to the Faſt ; 
and this Meal ought to be manag'd with 
VeS WY ſuch moderation , that it be not made up 
= WM of thoſe choice and expenſive Diſhes , 
an a which provoke to Gluttony , and ſeem 
of WF rather fit for Luxury and Banqueting, 
N, WM than for Fafting and Mortification ; how 
he Wl ſparingly this ought to be, may be ap- 
Jis prehended from the Second thing re- 
of quir'd , which is Giving to the Poor ; all 
el- WW the ancient Fathers ſuppoſing ſo much 
''T WH Frugality on Faſt-days, that the Expence 
115, WF being much leſs than is uſual on other 
m- WW Days, there may be ſomething confidera- 

ble laid by, to giveto the Poor, But if - 

things be ſo order'd , that one Meal on a 

Faſt-day coſts as much as twoon another; 

let every one's Conſcience anſwer, whe- 

ther this be their Fault or no ; and whe- 

ther the Favouring Irregular Appetites, 
rd Ml with unneceſſary and coftly Proviſion, be 
ied Wl not too often the occaſion of thus ex- 
but © haufting the Stock of the Poor. The- 
hat MF Third aud Chief thing on all Faſt-days , 
ing 8 is to keep a more than ordinary Watch 

on the Sonl, ſo as to avoid all Sin and the 
ft- I Occaſions of it ; and employ the time, 
ne il as far as Circumſtances will permit , in 
or il Praying , Reading ,. and doing good 
th- MW Works, Theſe are the Principal Rules 
for the due obſeryance of Lent , and 0» 
ther Faſt-days. - B5 IV. 


ro H*ruitions for Lent: 


IV. 


What Difpenſations in the/e Rules of 
Lent. 


S to the Firft of theſe Rules , that 
is, of Eating one Mal a Day, and 
that not of Fleſh, there's a Neceſſity of 
diſpenſing with many, on account of Sick» 
neſs, Infirmity, and other Circumſtances, 
And here while many are indiſcreetly ris 
Z0rous with themſelves, and far greater 
numbers too indulgent, I can give no 
other direttion, than. for : every one, 
whoſe Caſe is not evident, to'have the 
Judgment of {ome Honeſt and Conſtien 
ſcious Phyſician , or ſome other experi 
enced Perſon , and laying his Determi- 
nation befare his Spiritual Direftor, 
then accordingly to deſire his Diſpenſa- 
tion ; For tho' Phyſicians , ©ec. may De- 
clare, what is Neceflary for Health ; yet 
none can Diſpenſe with the Precepts of 
the Church, but the Paſtors of it. 

Q. Ther b:ing regularly. exempted from 
F:firg , they are not oblig'd to the obſer- 
vice of Lent ? 

A. As far as they are diſpenſed with , 
fo far they are at Liberty, and no far- 
ther : Hence it may be the caſe of __ 


inftruftions Jor Lent. Ir 
for-particular Reaſons , to have leave to 
eat Fleſh at Dinner, and yet ftiH be ſo far 


tied to the Rule of Fafting, as not to ex- 
ceed one Meal in the Day : whilſt others, 


upon other Indiſpoſitions, may be whol- 


ly exempted from this Rule of Zent, But 
however it be, theſe ought not to forget, 
that it is Lent ftill ; but conſider, *tis a 
time of Chaſtiſing Sin, a time of Hum- 
bling Sinners, and diſpoſing them for the 


- finding Mercy with God; and as they 


have a concern in this, , ſo they ought 
to be Solicitous , not to loſe the benefits 
of this time; but being diſabled from 
uſing the ordinary Methods , not to be 
wanting at leaſt, in ſuch other ways, 
which may be moſt proper , according to 
their Circumftances, of coming to the 
ſameEnd , that is\, in Doing Penance for 
their Sins, and uſing all endeayours for 
obtainzng the Mercy of God. 

Let them therefore look on themſelves. 
as the Time requires , to be in a State of - 
Penance, and keep that ftrit Guard, as 
not to permit in themſelves any thing , 
that is not truly agreeable to that State. 
How many Mortifications and Self-denials 
might they thus find eyery day , to offer 
up to Almighty God ? ?*Tis but careful- 
ly diftinguiſhing betwizxt MNeceſity and 
Humor ; betwixt Duty and Self-love, and 
theſe will preſent themſelves In good - 

plentF.. - 
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plenty. How many might there be in 
the point of Divertions, as to Cards , 
Plays, Viſits, Converſation? How ma- 
ny as to unneccflary Expences ? How 
many as to the Government of the Senſes, 
the Tongue , the Eyes, Oc. as to the 
Paſſions, in prudently moderating them; 
in paſſing by Injuries ; in quietly ſubmit- 
ting to Contradittions, with infinite other 
Occaſions, which daily offer, and in the 
200d ut of which, a Perſon, tho? inca- 
pable of Faſting , might yet anſwer all 
the purpoſes of Lent, and find acceptance 
in the ſight of God, 

As to the Second Rule of Zent, which 
iS Giving Alms , there can be no other 
Diſpenſation , but only Inability : For 
2s to all other Perſons, whom God has 
bleſs't with Plenty, the Holy Fathers u- 
nanimoufly agree, that Relieving the 
Poor is ſo effentially neceſſary to their 
Faſting, that without it, they judge it 
almoft unprofitable and fruitleſs before 
Almighty God. S. Auguſtin is very poſi- 
tive in this, Serm G65, de Temp, Ima- 
gine rot, ſays he, that Fafting alone is 
ſufficient to heal the Wounds of Sin : 
No, you muft accompany it with Alms ; 
aid while you Chaftife your ſelf, be care- 
ful to bring comfort to yuur Neighbour ; 
then will you find the benefit of your 
Auſ.ecitics, when yu open your ——_ 

anc 
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and pour forth your Heart in the Reliey- 
ing others, Gc. St. Ambroſe , Chryſoſtom, 
&c. all concur in this. But now as for 
{uch, whoſe Stock will not reach to this, 
yet may they have ſtill ſomeother ſort of 
alms, wherewith to aſfhft their Neigh- 
bours in diſtreſs. To vifit the poor, Af- 
flited, or Sick, is a great Charity; to 
read ſome good Book to them, to give 
them good Advice, encourage them'to 
Patience ,. Gc. to inftrutt them , when 
ignorant; (and who 1s not ignorant in 
thoſe circumſtances? ) is a very confider- 
able Alms. Theſe ſort of Charities then 
ought to be the Exerciſe of every good 
Chriſtian, efpecially in Lent ; and ſuch 
as cannot give other Alms , ought to be 
more diligent and bountiful in theſe. 

As to the Third Rule, which is, of a- 
voiding Sin and its Occaſions, and living 
virtuouſly in LZent; this admits of no 
Diſpenfation, but is abſolutely neceſſary, 
for as many as defire to Faſt like Chrifti- 
ans, and not as Phariſees : fo that all 
thoſe , who ftriftly obſerve the Diret&ti- 
on of the Church, as to Faſting from 
Meat, and at the ſame time go on in the 
track of their accuſtom'ld liberties, tak- 
ing no care to Faſt from Sin , muſt be 
certainly condemn'd for Pretenders to 
Chriſtianity , and not efteem'd True 
Profeſſors of it ; . they are Unprofitable 

; <4 Fafters, 
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Fafters , and their beſt CharaQer , is, 
of being like the Unhappy 1ſraelites, at- 
ter their Separation from the Houſe of 
* 0m. who at the ſame time were Wor- 
ippers of the True God and of Idols too, 
For this reaſon it is, Almighty God , 
in Scripture, Summoning the people, by 
his Prophets, to Faſting , requires of 
them likewiſe a true change of Heart , 
and converſion from Sin 3 and that on 
theſe Terms , they are to find mercy; 
Re conyerted to me, ſays our Lord, with 
your whole heart, in Faſting, in Weep- 
ing and Mourning ; Rend your hearts, and 
not your garments, and return t0 the Lord 
your God; for be is Good and Merciful, 
Joel 2, A Converſion of the Heart, and 
Forſaking of Sin , is to be joyned with 
Faſting: and then Mercy may be ex- 
pected : but Faſting alone without this, 
See how it is reje&ed by Almighty God, 
Iſa. 58. Where he expreſly declares to 
the Jſraelites-, that while they pretend 
to humble themſelves-in Fafting, and at 
the ſame time mortifie not their own 
Wills , but walk in their own perverſe 
ways, in their ways of Contention and 
Strife, and Severity againft their Neigh- 
bour, &':. that ſuch is not a Faft to be 
regarded , or any ways acceptable to 
him: aud that except they turn from 
their Sins, and let their Fafts be accom- 
| Pagied 
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panied with Works of Mercy , of Piety 

and Goodneſs, their Fafting and Praying 

will be in vain. 

This ſame Dofrin i urg'd every 
where by the Holy Fathers; The Chriſti- 
an Faſt, ſaysS. Ambroſe , which is a.help 
to our Salvation”' confifts in this, that 
while we mortify our bodies by. abſti- 
nence from meats, we be careful to. avoid 
all Sins , which can defile-our Souls. Let 
us then-early in the morning beg mercy 
for paſt offences, and watching over our 
ſelves , defire grace to offend nv more : 
Let our chief employment all the day be 
in Prayer and reading good Books : let no 
worldly Aions interrupt 'the courſe of 
our Zood works ; let neither Gaming nor 
Hunting &c. divert us from our Conver- 
fing with God. Ser.23.Chriftian Fafts, ſays 
St. 4uguftin, ought to be obſerv'd more 
according to the Spirit , than the Fleſh. 
The principal part of our faſting is to 
abſtain from Sin, that ſo we fall not 
under the reproach of God , as the Jews 
aid in their fafting . Ser. 172. de temp. 
To abſtain from certain Meats fays 
S, Baffl , is not the True Faſt, except 
we joyn with it a regular and good lite, 
and ſhew it in our words and converſation, 

. "Think not, fays S. Chryoftom, as many 
do-, that Faſting is only, to-abſtain from 
eating alt. the: day © 'tis not this that is. 

enjpyn-- 
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enjoyn'd us, but that in faſting from 
Meats that are forbid , we. at the- ſame 
time , avoid every thing that can be 
prejudicial to our Salvation , and ſpend 
our time in the exerciſes of virtue. 
Ch. $. in Gen, 

Thus you ſee from Scripture and Fa- 
thers,that however there may be Diſpen- 
ations , as to the other parts of Lent, 
there can be none as to this ; but that all 
arealike oblig'd to it ; arid that whatever 
rigours are usd in the points of Faſting , 
*tis all but mockery and pageantry, except 
care be taken at the ſame time to mortify 
all diſorder'd Paſhons, and irregularities, 
whether in thoughts, words or aCions ; 
For, if we abſtain, ſays S, Aguſtin, 
from things that in themſelves are law- 
ful, how much more reaſon have we to ab- 


ftain from all fins, which are at all times 


unlawful ? 
Y, 


- What Abſtinence as to Wine &c. 


'FTIs evident in antiquity , that 
Wine was no leſs forbid on Faſting 

days than Fleſh : but for many ages it 
had been allow'd whether in confidera- 
tion of human weakneſs or for the ſup- 
Port of age, or becauſe Water was not 
every where wholſom . And fince there 
1s 
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is this Indulgence of the Church , it 
muſt c:rtainly be lawful to-make uſe cf it, 
But then this ovght to be done with 
moderation, to comply with the ne- 
ceſhty of Nature, as Timothy did by 
S. Faul's Order , and not to ſatisfy the 
importunity of a diſorder'd Appetite : 
For certainly, as often as Chriftians 
meet together , in Lent or other Faft- 
days, ard give themſeives , as is too u- 
ſual, to Mirth, Paſt-time and Drinking ; 
tho*there be no ſuch thing as coming to 
the hight of exce{s, yet this is ablolute- 
ly contrary to the Deſign of the Church, 
Gr, Becauſe tho? all this be confiſtenc 
with one Meal a day, and ſo is nodiredt 
breach of the Firſt Rule of Lent; yet 
inaſmuch as it is an indulging of an it 
Habit, the yielding to a corrupt , if not 
vicious, inclination, the occaſion of un- 
profitable, and even prophane Diſcourſe, 
of il} Example to others, an unneceſſary 
Expence, A loſs of Time, a dulling ofthe 
Spirits, an indiſpoſing of the Soul, and 
making it . unfit for Prayer, and other 
Works of Piety, 'tis moft certainly con- 
trary to the other Two Rules, and makes 
yoid all the good Intentions of the 
Church, which deſigning Lent for Mor- 
tification and Penance, and the retrench- 
ing all Vice, cannot but look on thoſe as 
uſeleſs, ungovernable, and unfound 
Members 
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Members , who thus abuſe it , in follow- 
ing their Paſſions, and turning it to Idle. 
neſs, Prodigality and Exceſs, and are 
therefore guilty of a great Injuftice to 
themſelves, as being wanting in a great 
Duty they owe their own Souls ; whilſt 
being commanded to uſe means for the 
maftering their own Corruptions, and 
ſatisfying the juſtice of God, whom they 
have offended ; they ſo manage it, as 
evento add to their Evils, to promote 
what delights, and give new provocati- 
ons to Heaven ; and thus unhappily ren- 
der themſelves uncapable of thoſe ad- 
vantages, the Church defign'd for them, 
and judg'd neceſſary for their obtaining 
God's Mercy , and opeiting their way to 
Salyation, 


VI. 


Il bat allowances as to Collation. 


oh ney knew nothing of Collas 
tion, beſides thoſe Spiritual Con- 


terences, us'd after Complin, or in the 
Evening , for the refreſhment of their 
Souls ; but as for the Eating at Night, 
now in praRice , 'twas then unknown; 
and has been fiuce permitted, in conſiders 
ation only of Human weakneſs , which, 
being favourably judg'd as A not 

UL. 
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ſufficient to hold out the four and twen- 
ty Hours with one Meal, has therefore 
the allowance of a ſmall repaſt at Night 
for its ſupport. And it being thus une 
derftood in the nature of a Diſpenſation, 
this may ſerve to dire the Faithful , 
what meaſures rhey are to take 1na thing, 
in which the PraQtice is ſo very different. 
For being thus confider'd as a condeſcen» 
hon to Human weakneſs, it ought to be 
fo far, and in that manner made ule of , 
as the neceſſity of every one's Canſti- 
tution ſeems to require. And from this 
head, ir is plain, how far they tranſgreſs 
m this point, who, at Collation, have a 
Table ſet forth with all manner of Va- 
rieties, the Choiceſt Fruits and Sweet- 
Meats, &c. which in their Delicacy and 
Expence are very unſuitable to the fru. 
gality and ſeverity of the Time z and 
are only a contrivance of thoſe, who-em= 
ploying their Wits in the aid of their 
Appetites, endeavour to elude all the 
pious Inſtitutions of the Church, whilft 
keeping within the bounds of what, they 
think, is allow'd, are however ſo Coftly 
and Curious in preparing it , that they 
ſeem rather to conſult , what moſt flat- 
ters their Palate , than what Neceſlity 
requires, or may be ſeaſonable to relieve 
Nature , without feeding Luxury and 
Concupiſcence, 

On 


20 Inſtrutions for Lent. 


On the ſame grounds likewife is the 
Temper of thoſe to-be reprov'd, who 
are ever enquiring , the extremity of 
what may be permitted of every thing 
on Fafting-days, as to Quantity and Rua- 
tity: for tho' this ſhews ſome defire of 
not Tranſgreſſing ; yet it expreſſes fo 
great an inclination of Favouring the 
Appetite, as much as may be, that they 
ſeem little ſenſible of that true Spirit of 
Penance, proper for that time, which 1s 
not for enquiring , how much they may 
ſvare, but how far they may, in Pru- 
dence, puniſh thetr Sins. And there- 
fore, tho' there may be ſeveral things 
not ab'olutely forbid on thoſe days, as 
Chgcolate , &c, aud other things cufto- 
wafy in many places, as Gruels, Tarts, 
©c. yet certainly to go farther in theſe 


x thing&than Necefſity of Conſtitution 
=, Tequires, is not expediert ; becauſe on 


Days inftituted for Mortification , *tis 
yery reaſonable we ſhould mortify our 
ſelves; and no: ſeek to gratiry our Aps 
petites, when our only buſineſs is, to 
wake Nature hold out. 

I ſay not this to raiſe ſcruples in 
any, but to make them- ſo - ſenſible of 
their Duty , that they may not loſe 
thoſe conſiderable advantages,the Church 
deſigns for them in their obſerving of 
Lent : That they would keep their Eye, 

the 
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the whole courſe of this Time , on that 
Principal End propos'd to them , of Pu- 
niſhing and taking juft revenge on their 
paſt Traſgreſſions, for the ſatisfying 
God's Juſtice; and likewiſe ſo order 
their Self-denials, as to render them Me- 
dicizaal, by moderating all Paſhons, and 
maſtering Concupiſcence , thus to. pre- 
rent the like diſorders for the future. 
'Tis to theſe ends is to be direfed the 
whole Body of their Attions , through- 
out the time-of Lent ; by theſe is tu be 
regulated their Eating, Drinking, Con- 
vrerfation, &c. and nothing to be ſought 
or allow'd of, which bears not ſome 
proportion with them. *'Tis front this 
Rule Chriſtians muſt take their 
ſure of whatever they do in this 
anda very paſſing glance will ſg 
interm any, that is ſerious , ho 


ly prais'd, not only as to the excels of 
Dianers and Collations , but as to Enter- 
tainments, Drinking , Diverſion , Gam- 
i02, Plays, ldleneſs, with much more of 
this kind z which are wholly unfuitable 
to the Spirit of the Church, and con- 
trary to all the Ends ſhe propoſes; inaſ[- 
much as they are the Suggeſtions of Self- 
love and Corrupt Senle , and are moſt 
effeual for the ſtrengthning all worldly 
Inclinations : and what'then have theſe 
to 
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to do with the Time of Penance and 
Lent ? 

This conſideration I earneftly recom- 
mend to all, as being not oaly every ones 
Private intereſt , but even the Common 


concern of Chriſtianity , to bring 1t more 


into prattice then it is. For certainly 
there is ſcarce any one Primitive and 


| Apoftolical Inftitution more in decay 


than this, whilft the Precept and Name 
remaining , there's little, as to the 
Subſtance and firft defign of Faſting left, 
Whoever reads the Collefts and other 
Prayers of the Church , in time of Lent, 
and obſerves, what frequent mention 
is there made of Chaſtifing the Body, 
of macerating the Fleſh, puniſhing and mar 
rifying our ſelves, for the remedy of Sm, 
for the healing of all our wounds caus' 
by exceſs , and rooting out our vices &« 
will eafily perceive the Senſe of our Pious 
Predeceflors as to this holy Inftitution.But 
where 1s this to be found in the general 
praftice of moft, who ſo order their Eat- 
ing and drinking, as not to be ſenh 
ble of anyChaſtifing or macerating ; and 
£0 on in the courſe of their uſual liher 
ties, that there's more danger of opening 
new wounds , than healing the old? 
And is it to goon thus 2 What's thel 
become of the Primitive Spirit ? *T 
certainly brought into a narrow compal 
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of Faithful Souls, who breaking thro, 


ail preſent abuſes , look back to the firſt 
inftitution, who make Lent a time of 
Penance and Piety ; who are diſcreetly 
ſevere in Puniſhing , diligent in Watch- 
ing, Fervent in all Exerciſes , Liberal 
in Giving and every way Solicitous to 
be juſt to God and themſelyes , in 0- 
mitting no opportunity in this time, of 
Honoring their Maker and benefitirs 
their own Souls. *Tis theſe we muft en- 
deavour to imitate ; for this end I have 
given theſe ſhort inftrutions, as to 
Faſting in its whole extent :; now will 
give ſome help as toa ſeaſonable enter- 
tainment of Piety , and hope it will hg": / 
beneficial to thoſe that uſe it. "IEF #3 


Aſhweaneſday , 


N this day Aſhes are bleſſed, and the 
Signof theCroſs made by thePrieſt 
on the Forehead of all the Faithful , ſaying 
to each; Memento Zomo,quiapulvis es, in 
pulu:rem reverteris. Remember man thou an 
duſt , and into duft thou ſhalt return : that 
ſo being made ſenſible of what they arc 
at preſent, and what they are to be, 
they may enter upon Lent with the 
| = of Humility; reſolve to puniſh 
Their paſt fins, not bearing the perſump- 
tion of Duft and Aſhes having been un. 
rebellion againſt their Lord ; andfirmly 
conclude , to prepare, by a courſe of 
Piety and Penance, againft that day, 
when the Soul ſhall be ſummon'd before 
its Judge, and the Body return to duſt, 


The Leſſon. 


Joel C.2. TV. 12. and ending V, 19, 


6 gr tome , ſays our Lord, with" 
' & «#4P your beart, in Faſting, and weep» 
ing, and mourning, Hear how the Mercy 
of God calls upon us this day, He knows 

we 
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weare infin ; he knows all thoſe dread- 
fal conſequences , which attend finners : 
that Heil is waiting to devour them ; 
that their portion, is, to be baniſhd 


even , to be Companions with devils, 
o be 11 miſery and torments for all 
eternity. Therefore the voice of Mercy 
als aloud afrer them this day; Turn 10 
ne, fayz our Lord ; forſake your per- 
rerle ways, that ſo you may eſcape all 
he evi's that are before you. 

But how muft we return to Thee * 
ithall your beart , in Faſtins, in Weep- 
ng , and Mourning, Theſe ars the Con- 
litions to be perform'd by as many , as 
efire to lay hold of the Mercy that is 
fter'd, We muft turn then to God ;# 
ind becauſe we have many ways of 
[Turning to him, which are very un- 
rofitable 3 as by our weak Defires , our 
mperfett Repentance, our barren 
Relolutions , our Speculative and froit- 
ls Deyotions, by which and many 
tier ways , we make a ſhew of doing 
Ur duty, and leem to Turn to God ; 
ut 10 reality deceive the World and 
ur ſelves: Therefore it is, we are now 
ut in nnd, not to content our 
ves with theſe imperfect attempts, 
t incerely to Turn to God with all our 
arts; and, believe me, Chriſtians, 
Us is. none of the eaſieſt tasks, fince it 
©; includes 


26 Aſp-Weaneſaay, 
includes an entire Change of the Hear 
-a turning it from all thoſe Creaturg 
whatever, which are the Occafions ( 
our Sins, @ deteſtation of all thok 
Cuftois, Practices, Aﬀions, Diſcourſ 
by which we generally offend : a Hatre 
of what we Naturally love 3 a Flyin 
from what we moſt deſire, a daily Praf 
ice of what we moſtdiſlike ; and cont 
nual endeavors to overthrow and defty 
that in us, which vur Corrupt Natur 
. has male moſi, dear tous, that is, ou 
HL” own Will, All this and much more « 
| this kind, the Turning to God with allm 
bearts , includes and n-ceſfarily ſuppole 
Now how often may we proſeſs at ou 
Prayers, that we Love Go:!, how oft. 
may we ftrike our breaſts, and fay, W 
Repent and deteft our fins for God's (al 
and deſire to leave them ; ard -yet nent 
thys truly Turn to God wiih all a 
hearts? And why 2 Pecauſe we have 
way of ſaying things over , and makin 
proteſtations of what we ſeemingly pi 
Pole and reſolve to Jo, without ew 
« ſeriouſly confidering , what we profe! 
or refleting on the Means nccefſary h 
performing what we undertake 3 wett 
eaſily content our ſ:lves with Words 4 
Forms, and Turning onr Thoughts ! 
God , but very (clom take the Pal 


fincerely to. turn our Hearts to him 


2.2 


Afſb-Weadneſaay. 27 
theſe lame Devotions, theſe ftivfAing 
and treacherous performances of your 
uty in a matter of ſo great concern , tie 
urk harch denres you now to call to mind 
—_ all the ſeriouſneſs poſſible, and ſo to 
Elyin ake uſe of this holy time, we begia 
Praf his day, asin it to make amends for 
con all paſt negle&ts, to repair all -the 
oftr breaches of your Souls, to regain the 
Tara ground you have loft, and by tig- 
dy erely turning to God with all your 
Ve nts, ſatisfy for the many times yon 
WP WG ſo deceitfully turn'd to him, 
opal But for the carrying on this work the 
Y tter , we are-here commanded to add 
"< aſting to theſe our endeavors ; and we 
_ annot doubt , but he that requires it, 
ew LE how neceſlary it is forus, it being 
\ al oother than God bimſe!s : and I caunot 
"4 nt fear , tis for want of this, we {o uf- 
"ral miſcarry and even repent but by 
rey = The reaſon ſeems plain; for , on 
iy p be one fide , the evils, to which we are 
5 1" Wubject, are ſo very Stubborn, and our 
ut cl Habits ſo ſtrengthn'd within 13, th 
vrofe A = oo 1 1 WW Te 
"7 y Wi | not orſake us , unleſs forc'd 
' wed wn by Violence,and even driven out, as 
| al o—_ were fromithe Temp!e by our 
ohts  qanggy that is by Scourges : and 
_ nen we , on the other fide, are fo fa- 
e®,, _— to theſe our own misfortunes, 
the nd them ſo agreeable to our Corrap- 
C 2 tion, 
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tion, that tho' we are eafily brought ty 
declare 1a their disfavor, and in words ty 
renounce them , yet we ſeldom heartih 
make war againſt them , except we fir} 
ſmart for't, and by our feeling, are mak 
Senſible, how great Evils they are 
Hence it is, for the Turning with dl 
-our hearts to God, we are commandel 
to Faſt, to mortify, and puniſh our ſelva 
to theea{, that by the'e cha'tiſements,\M* 
we may apprehend ſonething of th* 
grievouſnels of tin; that we my begit 
to be in earneſt : and when we perceive | 
a 


what our .ins coſt us , we may not be{ 
ealle in relapfing into them asain.”Tis the 
Cheapneſs of our Repentance , makes ws 
ſo ſoon ſtand in need of a New oft; 
whereas, did we puniſh according to 
34ftice, every fin we- commit , 
ſhould ſtand more on our guard , and nit 
io ealily open our arms to that , whid d 
brings ſuch a ſting at the end of it. Ve l 
are yet not ſo perf<&, as to be movl 
altogether by Love, to our amen{ment; 
no, our Servile Natureobliges us to makeſ/® 
uſe of Fear too; and we muſt feel the 
pani:hment of Sin, for our moreeff<(uil 
avviding it : and "cis this we are calledt0 
Let us then this day begin to enter int 
t1s method preſcrio'd us by God hin 
ſelf + and if we have hitherto too often 
offended our Creator, to pleaſe anf 
gratifle 
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oratific our (elves, let us now by deny- 
ing our ſelves, endeavour to ſatisfhe 
for thoſe offences ; If an indulgent 
eafine(s in yielding to our own inclina- 
tions, bas been the occaſion of our Gne, 
let now a diſcreet Severity be the pu- 
niſhment of them : Let the general Rule 
of this holy time he, to ſeek, not 
what may pleaſe , but what raay puniſh: 
and if Nature ſhould grieve and be un- 
eaſy in being thus contradicted , let her 
grieve on and be troubled , tis fit it 
ſhould be ſo: for as her delight has 
been in our crimes ; ſo her grief will be 
at our amendments * the more ſhe 
grieves, isa fign of our having yielded 
to her too much ; and convinces us of 
thenecefſity we are under of contraditte 
velit$ her now. Letus be exatt then in our 
Faſting, tho' Naturelikes it not ; let us 
bridle our Inclinations., tho' Nature 
ſpurs them forward :-let us fight againft 
our Paiſions, tho*. Nature encourages 
them. Let us on every fide take part with 
juſtice, and ſtrive te puniſh that, which 
jily deſerves it. For who knows , but 
God will turn favorably tousand pardon 
our offences ! But let us then add Mourn- 
ng to our Fafts, and every day renew 


er int0 : . 
1 hin 0Þr ſorrow for our fins; let us, from 


 often{!9< conſideration of an Offteuded God 
@ anif8Þ21 our own Ulaworthineſls, endeavaur 
ratifie C 3 daily 


30 Ajb-Weadneſaay. - 
Qily foray tears of Contrition, and the 
Sighs of an Humble heart; let this 
pradtice be the conſtant Companion «f 
eur Fafts, that ſo we may hope far 
pardon, And why ſhonld we not begin 
62:5 evennow ? Humble then-your ſouls 
this day before our Lord , and cry out 
#Ion:! to him for mercy: Parce Domine, 
Parce populo tuo-Spare us, O Lord, ſpare 
thy people : Caft not nz cf for ever; 
We have ſinned we have done unjuſtly; 
but behold now from this moment we 
deiir2 to rerurn to thee with all out 
hearts, in faſting, in weeping and 
mourning: Deal not with us, O Lord 
according tothe ſins, we have commi 
ted: nor puniſh usaccording to our iniqui 
tiss. Remember not our paſt offences; 
- but let thy mercys make haft ro pre 
ynt us, fur we are poor aud miſerable, 
Hz!p us, O God, our ſalvation: for the 
£iory of thy Name deliver us, and ſhev 
ns Mercy in the pardon of our ns. 
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Thurſday 


Before the Firſt Sunday in Lent, 
LESSON. 
Ijaiah C, 58.1. ends F.G. 


7 ig Prophet Thigh came to Hezekiah 
and ſaid 10 hit; Thus ſaithour Lord: 
Put thy houſe in order, for thou ſhalt dies, 
and not Irve, I his Sentence of Death is 
pronounc'd againft eyery one,and the day 
is certainly f1x'd of our going out of this 
worid : but 1s our honle in order ? Are 
our Souls truly dilpos'd ro ſubmit to 
this Sentence ? Happy they ,, who have 
this work done before hand : What a 
Comfort will it be, when the day of 
Departure comes?” Tis this Happineſs the 
Church, 4 Pious Mother, defigns for all 
her Children : This day: they have notice 
given them, like Z#czekias, that they 
muſt die and not live ; *tis now ſhe bids 
them pur their houſe in order,and employ 
this Holy time tv prepare their Sauls 
epainit the Summons comes. k 
And how can they better prepare, then 
by the uſual Self denials preſcribd in 
Lent ? By Death ve are to be ſeparated 

from-all Creatures ; and thoſe will mo 
c&tainly with greateſt eaſe ſubmit to 
C4 ths, 
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this, wio, in their life time, lezrn 
to bear this Separation, by denying 
themielves the uſe of many things, to 
which their Nature ſeems ſtrongly to 
iacline them. They whodo thus, die by 
degrees, and thus ſeparating them 
i-ives from creatures, will find Jeſ 
difhculty, when their General Separation 
comes ; for having prattis'd every day, 
tie Parting with ſome , they will uot he 
ſo firangely ſurpris'd, when they are 
comTanded to part with all. 

The greater misfortune will be of 
thoſe, who having liv'd a life of liberty 
ant eaſe, and fogenerally indulg'd then 
ſelves on every fide, till the World 
and Creatures have gain'd an entire 
Fofſefion of their hearts. For what? 
C onfalion muſt it be, when at the ap 
proach of death , they muſt , againſt 
their wills, be torn from all, who of them» 
{:lves have rot known the way of leay- 
107 any ? And how great will their miſe- 
ry te, who carrying theſe violent Af- 
fections with them, ſhall find even 
theſe become their turment, in having 
an Eternal Defire of Creatures, joyn'd 
with an Eternal Separation from them? 
Otliers there may be, whoſe Aﬀettions 
are not ſo criminal, as theſe, but ſtill 
eyceeding all the bounds of moderation, 
ace fir from being Innocent; and if they 
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depart this life, with their Souls in this 
diſorder ; what affliting delays will 
they find ia their expetted Happineſs ; 
and what laſting Sufferings muſt they 
undergo , before they aretruly purified 
and fitred for heayen ? 

O, how will both theſe ſorts, when 
the honor of death draws near, miſera- 
bly bewa'l their misfortune , of being 
ſo il! preaar d fort ? How will they then. 


Ten'1b'y apprehend the ill conſequen- 


ces of all their irregular and -miſplac'd- 
affetiions, and then too late begin to 
wiſh, they had ſooner prattis'd the leffon 
of Dying, and learn'd by degres to die 
to Creatures, before they were thus in 
g00d earneſt to be ſnatch'd from them! 
"Tis this anguiſh of expiring Souls, the 
Church , in true compaſſion , deſires to 
prevent; and for this eud noy-Calls on 
all her Children , effeQaally to- under- 
take that work, which they will at 
that time moſt certainly wiſh to have 
done. She bids them now prepare their 
houſe, put a!l in order, that ſo, when: 
the hour comes, they may with joy ſub-- 
mit, and be wholly free from racking 
fears, and thoſe tormenting thoughts of 
being then found unprepar'd. 

And thou, my Soul, who readeſt or- 
heareft this, how far are thou concern'd 
in-this affair ? How dofſt thou reſolve 

Cs upon 
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upon the practice? Believe me, thy 
turn will come, when Death {hall ſeize 
thee; and dying well is not the eafteſt 
task. If thou putt'ft it to the venture, 
and ſhould'ft then miſcarry, cauſt tliou 
ſtep back and try it over again ? If this 
can't be, is it not a madnels to run the 
hazard of Eternity, and let thy preſent 
negte(t caſt thee intocyerlatting miſery, 
which ng\ is in thy own power to Ppre- 
vent ? Rather chooſe to prepare, and 
teara before hand what it is to die. 

'Fis $0.y thou art call'd to praftice 
tomething of it ; Thon art now to Faſt : 
Faft then trum thoſe things the Church 
forbids, and force thy (eif for a time at 
ear, to dic to them. Separate thy (el 
kkewite from all ſuch Objects, as have 
either ftn.or danger in them ; and if this 
be uneafie fo thee, think it no great un- 
happinck, fince this is the moft affured 
means of eEfcaping Everlaſting Woe : 
And if this feems now a task of difficulty, 
willit not be then a greater, when thou 
ſha't te forc'd by Death to abandon all, 
and have ro other proſpect before thee, 
but of ther never ending mifery, which 
x to be the juſt puniſhment of all thy paſt 
negletts ? Corfiier this now, and put it 
nat off to thy own ſad experience, ta 
make thee undereand it better : Chooſe 

+ratier now to pat thy Houſe in erder, 
! and fgom this lay begin to dic, Fridy 
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Friday 
Before the Firſt Sunday int Lent. 


LESSON. 


Iſaiah, C. 58. V. x. ends V.9. 


His ts the Faſt 1 hive choſen. We 

are juſt entri1g upon Lent, where-- 
in we are oblig'd ro faſt; and though it: . 
may be no great difficulty ſo to diſcharge 
this Duty, by an outward obſervance of 
every part of it, as to be eſteem'd Obe- 
dient Sons of the Church ; yet *tis not 
ſoeaſie tokeep it a Faſt acceptable to - 
God, and make it ſuch as he has choſen, 
The Fews Fate), and were wanting in 4 
no ſort of exterior Mortification, eithee-# 
of Sack-clorh an:l Aſhes, or any thing 
elſe that: could yoſſibly afAiet ; and ex- 


effe@ of their Fafting, behold they are 
wholly diſappointed ; for God neither 
hears their Prayers, nor has any regacd 
to their Rigours ; ſo that as People ſur-- 
pris'd, they cry out ; Why have we Faſt=- 
ed, and thou [reſt it not 2- We have puniſh d 
our ſelves, and thon regard ft it not, Thus 
they found no fruits of all they did. At | 

: y 


26 Friday before the 
by the Mouth of his Prophet, Gol gives 
the reaſyn. Behold (fays he) it the dy 
of your f ſting, you are ſound ding you wn 
r-ids and {o ges on charging them with 
their Debates, Conientions, Opprefhcai, 
Quarreliing, &. Winch tney touk Nu Care 
to amend, bur whilſt they Faſted out- 
wardly, they Rill weat 0: in their own 
perverle ways, without due endeavours 
to reform them, 
And was this the Faſt God had cho- 
fen? No: Such Faſting as this, 1s the 
Faſt of Hypocrites ; he proteſts againft 
it, and diclares, they are ro expect no 
fruit of their Labours, as long as they 
$9 on 1n this method, And is all their 
Faſting then now vain and fruitleſs too, 
who in time of Lent, or other Faſts, are 
careleſs in corretting thoſe Errors and 
Failings, to which they are ſabjz& 2 Do 
all thole Faft in vain, who being of a 
Paſſionate, Quarrelſoime or Revengeful 
Temper, give liberty to their Inclinac!- 
ons, and while they regulate their Diet, 
tike ro pins to moderate their Paſhons? 
Yes, God himſelf has ſaid it, That as 
long as Chriſtians go on doing their awn 
Wills, wall.ing on in their own ways, in 
the ways of thcir corrupt Nature, in- 
dulging <cheir dangerous and vicious Hu- 
mours, andare n.ore concern'c to pleaſe 
tie.nlclves, than to goyern their Incli- 
nations, 
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nations, in order to pleaſe him and obey 
his Commands ; That the Faſts of theſe 
are to 10 Purpoſe, are an empty Cere- 
mony, regarded it may be by Men, but 
of no power with Heaven, either to 
move Compaſhon, or obtain Mercy. 

For what can the Faſts of thoſe be, 
who 0a theſe Days of Penance, have the 
cry of their own Extravagancies aſcend- 
ing up to Heaven againſt them, whoſe 
Swearing, Curſing, Prophanations are 
heard aloud ; who by their Anger, Re- 
venge, Opprefſions difturb themſelves 
and their Neighbours ; who by their ex- 
penſive Entertainments and Diverſions, 
Drinking, Gaming, Oc. rob their Fami- 
lies and the Poor, and ftrengthen thoſe 
very Inclinations, which Fafting is de« 
fign'd to weaken and overthrow ? Can 


«this bea Chriftian Faft ? Can this prevail 


on Heaven? fs this the Faft God has 
choſen ? | 

O God ! How miſerably do Men de- 
ceive themielves, who go on in this 
way, «ho obſerve a fort of outward 
form, but know :othing of the true Spi- 
rit of the Church, and at the end of 
their Faſting, are as far from all amend- 
ment, from a!l Repentance, from all 
Mercy and Fardon, as they were before ! 
They may call themſelyes Chriftians, but 


indeed are Phariſees, and onght to be a- 
Y O18 
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voidcdas Faithleſs and Diſobedient Chil* 
dren both ty God and the Church, and 
by their ii} example contributing to the 
ruine of many, by leading t:;*m out of 
the way- 

ror the way of Gol is very d.Atrent, 
the Faſt he haschoſen is to be accompa- 
nie4 with renouncing of cur own Wills, 
and a Faithfut Obedience to his, with 
true Repentafce, fincere eideayours of 
amendment, with Works of Mercy and 
Charity. On the Day of thy Faft, Break 
(fays he) all the Bonds of Iniquity, caſt off 
all thoje burthens of fin, which keep thee 
down : Give thy bread to the hungry, and 
cloth 1benaked, Is there then any ſort of 
Paiſion or Irregalar Aﬀe&ion, by which 
thou art dragg'd along, as it were in 
Chains? Is there any weight of fin, that 
lies heavy on thee ? On the Days of thy 
Faſt, theſe Chains areto be broken, this 
Weight is to be remov'd : Add to theſe 
endeavenrs a charitable relies of the poor 
and diftre(s'd, and then thy Faſt will be 
acceptable; 'twill be the Faft, which thy: 
Lord haſt choſen, 
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LESSON. 


Iſaiah, C. 58. V. 9. to the end of 
the Chapter, 


JF thou ſhalt honour thy Lord, not doing 

thy own wiys, nor ſecking thy own will, 
mor ſpeaking vain woras, then ſhalt thou de» 
light in the Lord, Fafting is an excellent 
Practice if done well, but becauſe it is 
very inconfiderable, as St: Gregory ſays, 
of it ſelf, except it be accompanied with 
other Virtues, therefore it is in this Lef- 
lon, are laid hefore us thoſe Holy Exer. 
ciſes, proper to recommend all ons Mor- 
tications to Almighty G6d, aud render 
them beneficial to our own Souls. Heat 
then what Conditions our Lord requirss 
of us, as often as we confecrate a Faft t6 
him, 

Firft, To remove all oppreſhon or fe- 
rerity towards owr Neighbour. 

Secondly, To decline every thing, that 
my be injufious to him. 

Thirdly, To abſtain from all fort of 
fndul Diſcourſe, 

po Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, To be careful in keeping 
the Sabbath. ; 

Fifthly, To renounce our own Wills 
and evil laclinations. 

Sixthly, To relieve the Poor and Af- 
flicted, 


On theſe terms, he haz promis'd, he 
will have regard to our Fafts, and that 
they ſhall be attended with large effetts 
of his Bounty, and unſpeakable Bleb 
ſings. 

We are now juſt ſtepping into Lent, 
and- whoever defires to make it a benef- 
Cial Faſt, here ſees whatare the Coanditi- 
ons. ?*Tis in vain tothink of being exaQ 
as to'the Rules of Abftience, or of other 
Aufterities, except at the ſame time we 
' keep a ſtrict Watch over our ſelves, ſo 
as to govern our Paſhons, our Will, our 
Tongue, &c. except we as ftriftly ob- 
ſervethe Rules of Charity, of Patience, of 
Humility and Fuſtice, asof Abſtinence or 
Faſting. For can it be imagin'd,that God 
will have regard to the keeping our 
Mouths in order, as to our Eating, if we 
obſerye not a like order in our Speaks 
ing ? Can it he thought he will be m0- 
ved by any rule we follow, as to what 
we put into the Stomach ; if we keep no 
rule, as to what coines out from thence 
and from the Heart ? *Tis be kimſelf has 
{aid, the things that defile a Man, are 
| |  thok 
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thoſe which come from the Mouth and 
the Heart, and they are theſe that ren- 
der-him an Enemy to God, What will 
then avail all the peſlible ftriinels as to 
Faſting, if the Heart be not govern'd, if 
the Paſtons and AﬀeRions are till in 
diſorder ? 

Believe me, the Spirit of God and his 
Church leads quite anuther way: For 
wherever that takes pofſeſlion of a 
heart, it brings the whole Man into ſubs 
jection ; not permitting Irregularities 
in one part, while with a ftri Diſcipline 
it keeps order in the other ; but with an 
equal care overlooks its whole charge, 
and with an even hand labours to ſup- 
preſs all manner of Extravagancies, 
wherever they firſt appear. Therefore 
St, Paul ſays, That ſuch as walk by the 
Spirit, will not fulfil the Lufts of the 
Fleſh, that is, of no kind ; becauſe what- 
ever they be, 'tis certain they are. till 
contrary to the Spirit of God, and there» 
fore it can ſhew them no favour, but 
muſt make War agairft them ; inaſmuch 
as this Holy Spirit ever labours to cruci» 
he the Fleſh with all its AﬀeRions and 
Lufts. 

Wheace it appears moſt evident, that 
ſuch as are ſubje& to any conſiderable 
diſorder, of what kind ſoever, and live 
at peace within themſelyes, without dai- 


ly, 


42 Saturdaybeſore the 


\ Iy, and almoft continual Repugnancies, 
Conflitts and Atcempts to maſter it, that 
ſuch, I ſay, live not by the true Spirit, 
Which cannot allow of Peace with auy 
Fnemy of Godand their Souls. 

If therefore we intend to obſerve this 
Lent, with this Spirit of God, is it not 
plain, in what manner we are to nnder- 
take it? 'Tis not to conſider only, how 
and what we are to eat; but, with a di- 
lizent eye, take 2 full review of all the 
Inclinations and Habits of our Souls, and 
reſolve to ſpare or ſhew favour to none, 
that has 1:$ riſe fro.n Selt-Love, or the 
Lufts of the Fleſh. The Spirit of true 
Penance is not conſiſtent with any ſort 
of Vice, and they that admit a Truce 
with any, have not that Spirit in them, 
It being then by this Spirit weare to live 
this holy time, if we live by this Spirit, 
let us walk by this Spirit, and this will 
engage us againſt all manner of evil 
and while, by its direfion, we faft in 
puniſhment of our Offences, it will likes 
wiſe oblige us to a univerſal reform. 

Grant, O my God, that by this Spis 
rit | may now begia to walk ; for 1 cons 
feſs,l am diſtracted with variety of evils! 
I ſee my ſelf many ways going aftray, 
and matiy more, tho' to me unknown, 
are ſtill ſeen by thee, And is it to go 0 
thus for eyer.! Put a ftop at ns my 
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Saul, and turn from thy evil ways; 'tis 
now the Father of Mercies calls uporr 
thee, and” offers thee a feaſon wherein 
thou may'f obtain his Grace : Do not 
then thy own will, ſeek not thy own 
ways, ſpeak not vain words, but faith» 
fully labour to deftroy whatever is fin; 
then ſhalt thou delight in thy Lord, and 
- ſhall be an everlaſting Blefſing to 
thee. 
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LESSON. 
2 Cor, C.6.V. 1. ends V. 10; 


Ebold "tis now an acceptable time, be- 
hold now is the day of Salvation. All 

our life is an acceptable time, and fince 
the Redemption of Man, every Day is a 
Day of Salvation» But the Church de- 
ir2s we ſhould underftand this more 
particularly of Lent, wherein ſhe calls all 
her Children by General Faſting and Pe- 
nance to return to Go:l ; that as muctt 
as we have gone ont of the way by onr 
Irregularities and Offences, we may now 
recover again by the method of a Peni- 
tential Life, Every finner, by his Of- 
ences, runs away from God, and as long 
as 
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as he continues in that ftate, lives in 
darkneſs and at adiſtarce from his Eter- 
nal good, And, O Go!, how diſmal a 
condition is this, whereby Man created 
for Everlaſting Happineſs, is ſo inſenſ({- 
ble of his own true intereſt, as tolive an 
Enemy to his Lord ani Redeemer, be 
pleas'd with that, which delights for a 
moment and will torment for ever, and 
thus chooſe to be out of the way of Sal- 
vation ! 

'Tis this unhappy ftate the Church, 
with true compaſhon, h-wails in Sin- 
ner>; and crys out to them, that if ever 
they think of mercy ard pardon, tis 
now. is the acceptable time, now 1s the 
time of Salvationz inaſmuch as the 
whole Church now joyning in Prayer, 
Fafting and Humiliation, and thus en- 


- deavuurine in ſome mahner totake part 


in the Suff-rings of Chriſt, there s nv 
queſtion, but Almighty God now opens 
the Treaſures of his Grace, and more 
plentifully pouring forth his Bleffings, is 
moft ready to ftretch forth his hand of 
mercy to as many, as joyn with the 
Church in their Repentance, and fin- 
cerely call upon him, Lord, ſ.ive ut, or 
elſe we periſh. 4 
But how great then muſt their Re- 
pentance be? How fincere and entire 
their Converſion ! This is not to be ef- 
fetted 


5 In 
ere 
il a 
ted 
nfi- 
£e an 
be 
Or A 
and 
Sale 


rch, 
Sin- 
ever 
tis 
; the 
the 
yer, 
> Cle 
part 
S nv 
PEns 
nore 
gs, is 
nd of 
| the 
| fin- 
2, Of 


- Re- 


>ntire 
e C- 


efted 


Firſt Sunday im Lent. 45 


feed without true pains, without con- 
ſtant endeavors, without a fairhful care 
of diſcharging a good Conſcience in eve- 
ry occation, by labouring to deftroy the 
body of fin with painful Mortifications, 
and prattifing whatever Virtues our Du- 
ty and Circumftances ſhall require, 

'Tjs now an acceptable tim?, ſays the 
Apoſtle; and in what manner are we to 
obſerve it ? 

Firft, We are to give no offence to 
any, that our Profeſſi.n may lie under 
no ſcandal. 

Secondly, We are to be patient in all 
manner of Evils, whether Atfidtions, 
Neceſſities, Stripes or Priſons, Mild and 
Humble 1n all Provocations. 

Thirdly, Be Chaft, Pure and clean 
of Heart. 

Fourthly, Have Charity. 

Fif.hly, Fe content under Infamy and 
Reproach. 

Sixthly, Be accounted as Deceivers, 
and yet be true; rejoyce under Trou- 
'bles, 0c, 

And by what means are we to obtain 
theſe Virtues ? By Labors, ſays the A» 
poſtle, and taking pains, by Watching, 
by. Faſting, by the knowledge of our 
Duty, by meditating on the Word of 
God, by the affiftance of Heaven, by 
hghting courageouſly with the Arms of 

Juſtice, 


a6 Firſt Sunday in Lent. 
Juſtice, and not yielding under any op- 
poſition. 

Sce here what our Lives ought to be, 
and what's the method of adyancing our 
{elves to this degrie of Virtue In a Spirp 
tual Life ; "iis now the Church calls 
to the practice of it; there hein;z ng 
queſtion, but as many as obſerve this 
Chriſtian Lent,” ſeriouſly labouring at 
this time, by Faſting, Watching, Read 
ing, Praying, and reſolutely making of 
poſition againſt all Aﬀ2uits, will gain 6 
much on themſelves, as to eſcape the 
ſual Snares, and prevail on Almighty 
God to remember no more their paft 
niquities, but according to his Promiſe, 
ſhew mercy to them. 

And this method will all thoſe purſue, 
who being vigilant, have their eyes 0- 
pen to their awn Spiritual Advantage,as 
being ſenſib!e, there's no greater aſſu- 
tance of being Predeftinated, than care- 
fully to lay hold of the mears and occ- 
fions God offers them for their Salvation 
in the pardon .of their ſins: 4s on the 
contrary, there can be no greater arg 
ment of Spiritual Sloth, than to let then 
paſs by, without making any advantage 
of them. Ought we not then attentive 
ly to give ear to the advice of St. Paul? 
1 exhort you, ſays he, not to receive tkt 
Grace of God in vain» This Time is 1 

- Grace, 
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' op i} Grace, which God offers us, for the 
cancelling the Handeyriting that is a- 
> be, Ml g2inlt us, for the fatisfying for our paſt 
- our i Offences, and laying the foundation of a 
pick MY new Life: If we let it go unprofitably, 
call; is it not neglecting the Favours of Hea- 
AG and evacuating its Grace ? What a 
this Ml reproach muft this he toa thinking Soul? 
ag a MY 40d what terrible Judgments may be ap- 
Fea MI prehended to follow it, whilſt God is 
g of I £0u5 co:zteran'd, and his Mercies fiight- 
inf? This is Obſtinacy and hardneſs of 
he w WO beart ; and who knows, but the lofing 
ghty I this opportunity may be the loG of all 
aft þ = Dc<liver us, O God, from this perverſe- 
"miſe, IN n<(s and hardneſs of heart, and as thon 
now lay'ft before ns the means of $alva- 
arſue I tion, ſo grant us thy effefual Grace,that 
yes 0 v© may ſcaſonably make uſe of them for 
age,a;W be conquering of fin and everlaſting 
r afſu- 200d of our Souls. O may we never re- 
\ Care- I c<ive thy Grace in vain. 
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LESS O N. 


Exch, C.34.V.1 1. ends V. I6. 


Will feed wy Sheep, ſrys our Lord, 1 
will ſeek that which was loft, &c. Al- 
mighty God here promiſes to take care of 
his People ; and though this was poke 
to the Fews, yet this ſame Promiſe was 
more 2bundantly confirm'd to the Gen- 
tiles; and 'tis in his Goodneſs and Fa- 
therly care, all Chriſtians are to depend 
. for the remedy of their evils. Having 
therefore here promis'd, that he willicek 
that which was loft, bring back what was 
_ gone aſtray, heal what was wounded, 
ſtrengthen what was weak, Wc. ought 
not this to raiſe up the Spirits of all, {0 
that the Sinner deſpair not,nor the Weak 
be dejetted, nor the Wonded looſe hopes 
of recovery ? But how are they to expett 
the effetts of this Goodneſs ? If God ſeeks 
what was loſt, and by ſecret rouches of 
his Providence, makes them ſenſible of 
their Errors ; Are they to lie ſtil}, ſhuts 
ting their Eyes againſt his Light, and 
wall 
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wait, till there are no agreeable Errors 
to-delude them ? If he. binds up the 
wounds of thoſe that are hurt, are they 
to put no reftraint on themſelves, but 
take the liberty of every thing that is 
pleaſing, and thus daily op2n or rather 
widen their ſores anew ? and if he -ap- 
plys means to ſtrengthen ſuch as are 
weak; is it for them to ſtandexpos'd to 
ſuch things as are moſt certainly preju- 
dicial to them ? Believe me, thi3 js not 
the way to experience the effeCts of this 
Mercy ; For as the Rain and Szed falling 
on Rocks and Highways, is no remedy 
at all of their barrenneſs; and only there 
rings Forth fruit, where -it finds. an 
arth manur'd and prepar'd to receive 
t: So 'tis maſt certain, though the Bleſ- 
gs of Heaven may pour themſelves 
orth in plentiful ſhores 3 yet where they 


'25 Wall on thoſe, who like Rocks and High» 

d, ays, are hard and dry, ſo as wilfully, or 

- hrough negleR, to caſt off all that falls 
0 


In them, they will be barren ftill, and 
ceive no benefit from all theſe Blel- 
ings of a Fatherly Hand, 

This is the caſe of Chriſtians : If Al- 
nighty God calls them, and they will 
of ot hear ; If he ſhews them their wick- 
of dnels, and they will not ſee; if he dt- 
ut* Be&s them how to amend, and they will 


nd Bhferve no Rules : If be tells them, what 
ail D wil 
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"will hurt and ruine them, and they will 
not avoid it 3 what effetts can they ev 
pet from theſe Favours of Heaven? 
They may talk indeed of this Gooduels 
of God, and, in form of words, pre- 
tend with joy to praiſe his Mercy ; but 
this Goodneſs and Mercy is what will a 
vail them nothing, but only to exagges 
rate their crimes, ſince their Perverſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude ever grows mote 
black and intolerable, in proportion to 
thoſe Heavenly Blefſings, which they » 
buſe or negle& : 4nd, it may be, no- 
thing will -one day te a greater 16 
proach, or more torment them to the 
quiek, than the remembrance of thok 
many Graces, which they have thus ut- 
gratefully rejfed,. 

Is it not then the great concern of 
many as deſire to benefit themſelves by 
the Bleſſings of God, then to take the 
greateſt pains in being regular in ever} 
Duty, when they perceive Almighty! 
God viſits them with greateſt bounty; 
that ſo his Mercy finding their Souls pre 
par'd, may ſoon appear in the fruits 0 
a plentiful Harveſt ? And is not this the 
buſineſs of all at this time ? For *tis nov 
a time of Mercy, when God promiſes to 
viſit his People, and'manifeft his Good- 
nz to the'Scatter'd, to theLoſt, to th 
Wounded, to the Weak, to —_— 

A 
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\nd ought not all theſe, as many as are 
ex: Wny ways concern'd, ſeriouſly recolle& 
en?MWMhem'elves, and make the beit- prepara- 
nekMion chey are able, that this Heavenly 
Yre- Fooodneſs may not be loſt on them ? 
but WOught not all truly to humble ther. 
1 a; Melyes in Faſting ? Ought notall to have 
pes F<courle to Prayer, diligent Reading and 
rſe/ Mſhioking ? How ought the loſt and 
ore Wtray, with all poſſible freedom, re- 
\ to ounce their own ways, and make an 
y > FEntire ſurrender of themſelyes to thoſe 
no-Mvays, where God's Spirit and Truth 
re: {Wall lead them ? Ought not they reſo- 
utely to withſtand thoſe Paſſions, which 
arry them beyond all the bounds of 
Reaſon and Duty ? Ought not. every one 
make War upon their own ill Habits,and 


f aFFiligently decline whatever they diſco- 
beer to be the occaſion of their fin ? 
the MOught it not tobe onr common buſineſs 
ery eo move Heaven by our Sighs and Tears, 
hy 0d by a fincere Repentance diſpoſe ous 
ty; Souls for a General Pardon ; aud where 


je find difficulties, there to 'uſe vio- 
lence, and force Corrupt Nature, - by 
diſcreet Mortifications,' to a juſt complr: ' 
ance 

If we heartily eſpous'd this cauſe, and 
Mtlns kept a Lent in earneft, we might 
with a well greunded confidence expe 
thare in the Promis 'd Bleſſings ; then 
D 2 might 
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might we, however loft before, hope to 


be found again by our Heavenly Paſtor, 
Grant therefore, Lord, that while thoy 
ſeekeſt us, we may earneſtly ſcek to he 
found by thee ; That while thy Mer 
offers to heal our wounds, and comfort 
whatever is weak, we may faithfully oi 
our parts obſerve thy directions, and by 
no diſorder diſappoint the deſigns of thy 
Goodnef. 


Tueſday 
* TheFirſt Week in Lent. 
LESSON. 


Iſaiah C. 55. V.s. ends V.11. 


_ our Lord, while he may be found, 
Call upon bim while be is near. This 
isthe advice of the Church in this holy 
Time, defiring all now to ſeek our Lor! 
and call on him, becauſe now he may 
be found. But how are we to ſeek him! 
Hear the next words of this Lefſon: 
Let the wicked man forſake bis way, and 
the unjuſt man his thoushts, and return t1 


his Lord, and he will have m-rcy on him. 


There's no ſeeking God, ſo as to find 
kim, without forſaking fin ; and whoe- 
ver 


Tueſday the firſt Week in Lent. 5, 


ver ſeeks him otherwiſe, will never find 
him, This is the- conſtant Leſſon, ſo of- 
ten repeated to ns in Lenr, that we may 
not deceive our ſelves, inthinking, thar 
we ſeek God by our Faſting, if we quir 
not at tbe ſame time all tlofe ways of 
ours, which we know are evil ar dif- 
pleaſing to him. For as thoſe, who move 
one foot forward, and the other back- 
ward, can never poſhhly advance, but 
keep till at the ſame diſtance, as if they 
had never thus attempted to move at all: 
So *ris moſt evident, that as many as 
think of approaching to God by Fafting, 
and at the ſame time go back from him, 
by continuing in their former and uſual 
fins, very much impoſe on themſelves, 
f by this method they think of ever corm- 
ing nearer to him. This is not ſeeking 
to find him, but palliating wickedneſs 
with the cover of Religion ; 'tis joyn- 
ing in a form of wee nd) going on 
where the Dev:t leads them; and how 
will they ever come by this way to find 
Chriſt ? They'll fin] him at laſt indeed, 
in the ſeverity of his Judgments, but 
what part can they then hope to have in 


the Mercies here promis'd.of which thetr 


own Conſciences will declare thenr un- 
worthy, for their having {ſo often con- 
temn'd them, vhen they were off:r'd,and 
D 3 re- 
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refus'd to call upon God when he was 
near ? 

If finners were but truly ſenſible 
the miſeries of their condition, and hoy 
Zreat a Bleſſing is the preſent Offcre 
Mercy, they woulq certainly receire 
the encouragement of this Days Leſſa 
with joy, and make uſe of this time, ng 
:n a Ceremonial Faſting; but by entring 
0n 2 new method, in the change of their 
Lives. If wecould but imagine, that 
Go:1 had for once diſpens'! with the irre- 
verſible Seatence of the Damn'd, an 
releating them from that ftate, ſhould 
zrant them fix Weeks time on Earth+ 
gain, wherein they might Repent and 
do Penance for their former offences 
with this Days: Promiſe, Thar if th 
wicked mould forſake their evil ways, and 
the unjuſt their thoughts,and return to th:it 
Lord, he would have mercy on them : I 
what manner can we think, in this caſe, 
theſe joyful Souls would employ this 
time ? What earneſtneſs would there be 
in ſeeking God, while he might be 
found, what fervour in catling un him 
while he was near! What Cries of re 
turning Sinners, what Sighs of Repet- 
tance what diligence in avoiding all 
accafions, what rigours in Faſting and 

Mortification, how careful not- to looſe 
time, 


nr 


— - cou ll tes 4 © —4 ws 


nt MN Tueſday the firſt Week in Lent. 55 


time, &c! And ought not this be 


- Was Sas 
the very method of Chriftians now, ef» 


le of pecialty-thoſe, whoſe fins lie ſo heavy 
hoy 0a them, that in ſome manner they may 
F-r of be aid tobe already judg'd 2 How ought 
ceireſs they, upon the Summons of Mercy at 


this time publiſh'd, have recourſe to 
| Frayer, and by laborious endeavours, 
rio 4irive to changeall the affections of their 
their Souls ? With what frequent Sighs and 
tha Tears ſhould they ſolicit Heaven, omit- 
ting no ſort of Self-denials or Mortifica- 
an tions proper for the. maſtering their dif 
ould order'd Paſſions, and never pive over 
tha W this work, till they have reaſon to hope 
an{ 8 their hearts are chang'd,, and now pre- 
ices, Ml par'd far the offer'd mercy : willpurſue 
" thi 1 Enemies, ſays David, and never reſt 
al 111 they are quite defeated. This ought 
br to be the task of Zenr to every Chrifti- 
- if an, ſodiligently to purſue the Enemies 
af, of their Souls, as toadmit no peace, till 
this} they are overcome 3 and by no means 
x8 fo let this time pals over in fruitleſs 
- Forms. znd Ceremonies, and thus un» 
in gratefully abuſe that Goodneſs, which 
re- © now calls them to Repen tance; it being 
en- 10 le's a Mercy to grant them now this. 
al 8 Time and Means, whereby they may be 
1nd preſerv d from Hell, than if. once con= 
of | demn'd, to reſcue them from that miſe- 
D. 4. TY 
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ry, and indulge them new time to 're+ 
verſe their fare. 

Let us then look on theſe fix Weeks, 
as an Indulgence of the Divine Mercy, 
granted us for the making atonement 
for all our paft offences; and preparing 
our S9uls to appeat before himy .and 
who knows, whether the whole fix 
Weeks wil] come: to our ſhare or no? 
Let us ſeriouſly carry on this Peniten- 
tial Work, be neither wan'ing in Pray- 
ers nor Tears, nor any ways favour our 
Gns, by ſparing our- ſelves; for all 
ſuch Fivours will at the end prove 
Cruelties. *Tis our fins have plac 


'us at a diſtance” from God  'tis only 


our Repentance can again bring us near 
him, ads Par 
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Ember-Week 11 Lent: 
LESSON. 


Exod. C. 24+ V. 12. to the end. 


N D Moſes was in th? Mount forty 

days and forty nights.God had com- 
manded him to go up into the Mount, 
there to receive from - his hand the Ta- 
bles of Stone, the Law and the Com- 
mandments ; there the Majeity of God 
appear'd as a Conſuming Fire, and Mo- 
ſ-s abode in his Preſence forty Days 
and forty Nights. Happy Moſes, who 
fifted forty Days and forty Nights in 
the preſence of God: Happy we, -who 
have begun our forty Days Faft, could 
we abide this time, and finiſh them. al 
i2 the preſence of God ; could welwe 
this time ſa - exattly regulated-by. the 
$pirit of Piety, as if, like this Propnet, 
we were daily receiving the Command- 
ment- and the Charge of keeping them, 
from God's own Hand, The faſt of this - 
Prophet was certainly the Figure and 
trae Model of the Chriftian Fair; and 
therefore, boweyer exaR gx eyen rigo- 

| D 4g rou$9 
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rous we may be, as to our Abſtinence, 
we {hall make but a very imperfect work 
of it, if we have not the Commandments 
and Law of God in our hands, that is, 
in our Worksand juft diſcharge of our 
Dut7. 

How grateful a Faft therefore would 
thoſe obſerve, who making a Holy 
Mount of their Houſe, would endeavour 
now to aſcend into ic 3 leaving, like 
Moſes, the Multitude below, by diſen- 
gaging themſelves, as much as poſſible, 
from all that buſineſs and diverſion, 
hich takes up the Multitude, and is on- 
ly fitto diſhpate the Mind ! For though 
the'neceffary care of a Family, and juſt 
diligence -in faithfully performing eve- 
ry thing belonging to our Charge, is a 

Duty becoming all times; yet, when 
"the Church calls, as now, to Recolle}ti- 
on and Penance, *tis the: fit to make 
the beſt retreat we can, from ſuch things 
as give diſquiet to our thoughts and ali- 
ene 0ur minds from God.: And how 
many are there of this kind; whether 
14 regard to Bufineſs, Viſits, Company, 
Diverlio:1s, &c, which, without preju- 
dice, will bear the being adjourn'd a 
while? For though, in favour to our 
felves, we may look on many things as 
neceffary ; Yet confidering them more 

ampartially, we ſhall diſcoyer the great 
| & 
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eft part might beſpar!d, were it not for 
flattery and Self Love, which corrupts - 
our judgment : It being not ſo much 
real BuſineG, which diſturbs the greateft 
part of the World, and indiſpoſes them 


 -for botter thoughts, as .their Extrava- 


fancies; Irregularities, Curioſities and 


.immoderate complying with Company, 


or their own Corrupt Appetites, 

All theſe unneceffary Engagements 
then being carefully 'aid afide, it may be 
in the power of every one to retire, in 
Lent, into a kind of Solitude, there to 
converſe more familiarly with God in 
Prayer and treating of their only great 
concern of their Souls, which ought to 
be. their daily and principal Employ=- 
ment.ia this holy time, And beſides 
this, no ciligence ought to be omitted, 


_ for their :ecciving the Commandments 


from, the Hand of God. The greateſt 
Part of hriftians know their Com-- 
mantgments, but they know- better. to 
ſay tnem, than to-keep them 2 and what. 
is this, but to learn them from their 
Books, out not from God ; for what he 
teaches, is to keep them ? This then 
ought to be a conſiderable part of their 
buſiueſs, to learn their Commandments - 
of God; that is, ſo conſtantly to beg 
his aſkftance, as to obtain his Grace, for 
the cxatt obſeryance of them 3 -To I 

gears es vl+: 
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ply themſelves ſ@ carefully. to the read- 
ing Zood Books, that having'firſt diſcy- 
ver'd their own Failings, they may in 
them find Remedics proper for their 
Cure, and be encourag'd ro keep ſucha 
Watch on themſelves, that from their 
ſtrict and conftant Guard, they-may be 
truly ſaid to be Keepers of. the Com- 
man«{ments. br | 

'Tis a common ſnare, wherein too 
many are held, to go on in dangerous 
ways, to have Souls wholly Worldly 
and. Carnal, and know nothing of the 
Goſpel Spirit, or of Chriſt; and yet be 
fo blind, as to {ce nothing of their State, 
nor doubt of their being.in @ wrong way, 

And the reaſon is, becauſe ſeldom con» 

verſing with good Pooks, they are not 
feaſible of the Nature cf fin, have very 
groſsand only general Conceptions of it, 
but are not at all acquainted with rÞoſe 
infinite Delufions, by : # hich the Devil 
and Self-love, under fair and innocent 
covers, carries on. Souls to Precipices, 

and by degrees to thedepth of Vice, I 
it net thus we ſee many, though free 
from the groſſer crimes, and therefore 
Innocent in their own Opinion, yet 
withour {cruple offending againſt Chaa 
rity, againſt Juſtice, againſt Tempe- 
rance, Fc. {0 as to make others juſtly 
wauder and eyen. be [candaliz'd at their 
or 
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Proceedings, and repute them very 1n- 
ſafe in their ſtate, whilſt they enjoy a 
certain peace within themſelves, as if 
all were well? And what's the reaſon of 
this In{enſibility, but their little care in 
reading thoſe Books, which are proper 
to give them light in this affair, and 
make them more knowing in the con- 
cern of Conſcience and the Spirit *Vpon 
which ſcore, though many may hope, 
their fins of Ig: orance will not þe 
charg'd again them, they'l-find them 


.-at the.end very heavy: and whar they 


call Jgnorance, will be condemn'd as 'a 
Groſs negle# of their Souls, and 4 very 


" Criminal Omifton. - Another way there- 


fore isnow to be taken in Lent, and thefe 
ill conſequences of a ftupid negligence 
to be prevented by diligent Reading 
and Prayer, that thus uſing due means 
for their inftcudtion, their Overſighrs 
may find excuſe, and they hope- to re- 
ceive the Commandments from God, 
and plentiful Grace, whereby to keep 
them : This will be truly aſcending into 


- the Mount and caaverſing with God, 


the beft Exerciſ? of Lone, 


Thurſday 


Thurſday. 
Firſt Week, in Lent. 
LESSON. 


Ezek, C. 18. V. 1. ends V. 9.” 


F a man be Fuſt, and do that whichi; 
Lawful and right, be ſhall Live. Mere 

a Promiſe of eternal life to him; that is 
Juſt. The terms of Happineſs are here 
.included in alittle room ; He that is Juft, 
Thalt be happy ; but this ſhort expreſſion 
comprehends many great Duties, » 'Tis 
not only being Juft to our Neighbour in 


giving him his own, or not. wronging 


him, as to his Goods ; but to be Juſt to 
him as to his Reputation,: to be Juft, in 
giving,him Good example, and doing .nv- 
thing that may he prejudicial either to 
Soul or body: *tis to be Juſt more par- 
ticularly co thoſe under our charge, as 
Mafter to his Family and Servants 3 Par 
rents to their Children, that nothing be 
wanting to them, thro' their fault, either 
of Spiritual or Temporal ; as likewiſe 
that Servants and all others faithfully dif 


charge whatever belongs to their obli- 


gation, ſo that none ſuffer thro' the 
0 o 
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Sloth or negle&, Beſides this -Juftice to 
our Neishhour, there's a Neceflity of 
beiny juſt tv God, that is, Giving to 
God the .aings that ere God's ; in Loy- 
ing 1m above all things, and preferring 
no Creature of Created Good before 
him, which is giving him our Heart aad 
Aﬀettions: In Believing thoſe Truths, 
which he teaches, and oppoſing nothing . 
that comes from him 3 and this is giving 
him our Underftanding and Judgment : 
In refecring all we undertake,ſpeak or do, 
to his Honour and Glory; and this is giv- 
ing him our life and aCttions ; and what. 
is this, but giving all tohim, to whom all 
belongs ? Again, there's another Juftice, 
we owe our ſelves; and this is, To omit 
nothing neceſſary for the ſupport of bo- 
dy or Soul, but carefully to provide for 
their well-being ; this is a charge Almighty 
God has laid on all ; and to neglett it, is 
an evident breach of Juſtice : How many 
obligations here follow upon this, as to 
the taking all the pains neceflary-for the 
Knowledge of our Duties, as likewiſe in 
uſing all the Means ordain'd by God for 
the enabling us to do thoſe Duties :; then 
ior the diligent enquiry into all our Fail- 
ings, and ornitting no care whether in 
Praying, Reading, Faſting, Alms, or.o- 
ther application, that may be proper and 
moſt efleual for their- Cure ? _ 0- 
oh Ele her 
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thergreat Obligations fall upon us from 
this head, which the Juſt man faithfully 
performs. And whoever now complys 
with theſe threefold Duties of Juſtice, 
both to God,their Neighbour and them- 
ſelves, that man is truly:Juft; and there's 
no queſtion, but thus, If » man b: Fuſt, 
and do that which: is lawful and right, be 
ſball live. 

But then let tho'e many: here conlider, 
how much they deceive themſelye-, who 
ſeem Secure of happineſs on the falk 

rounds of. a miſtaken or at leaſt imper- 

e& Juſtice... We do wrong 10 none, ſay 

they, We give to every one their own-; and 
upon this aſſurance, preſently flatter 
themſelves with the CharaQter of juſt: 
whereas this is but.one part uf Juſtice; 
and ſuch as comply with this, may yet 
many others ways, offend againtt this 
Virtue, and be guilty of great injuſtices 
againft God, their Neighbour and them- 
ſelves ; and tho'they are neither Thieyes 
Oppreſlors or Cheats, be ſtill deſerved- 
ly excluded heaven. What if they rob 
not on the high-way, do violence to none, 
but punttually pay to every one-their 
due, may not they ftill be Thieves in 
Shops and Trade, and be- very unjuſt to 
thoſe they deal with ? May not they be 
Unjuft totheir Family, to Wife, co Chil 
dren, and the Poor ; jn yicionfly or os - 
Ay j 
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ly ſpending what's for their ſupport?may 
not they be unjuſt ta God, in alienating 
from him their Underſtanding, AﬀeRiens, 
Heart and Will, and giving to Creatures 
what's his Right ? May not they be un- 
juſt to themſelves, in many great O- 
miſhons, by which they murther their 
own Souls ? Fhere's more in being Juſt, 
than theſe imagine, and when they think 
they are (o,- is it not: to:be fear'd, *tis for 
want of examining... themſelves , and 
knowing what truly. Juftice is: and if up- 
on theſe falſe grounds they build 
their Hopes of Heaven, how far will 
that be from them , -when they think 
they are:near it ? And this will be a late 
diſcovery, if: they take no care in health 
to find it out,; but ftay till death opens 
their eyes and fad experience wyuts it dee 
yond all doubt. 

Another deceit there is inthoſe, who 


.touch'd with the defire of being Juſt, re- 
| ſolve to change their lives, and proceed 


lofaras even tacenſure and corre what- 
ever they find moſt: Criminal in them- 
ſelves : thus upon the heat their moſt 
Scandalous and Grofſer Sins they carefully 
avoid, but as for their heart,that remains 
ſtill the ſame, their Paſſions are unmorti- 
fizd, they are fo1d of the Worldand its 

Vanities, and know not how to renounce 
themſelves, 'to.take up the Croſs-and'be- 
come 


Hh 
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come a True Diſciple of their Lord {they 
underftand not what it is ta be bornof 
the Spirit, to be interiorly chang'd; to 
make War againſt all Corrupt, Worldly 
and dangeroas Deſires, Inclinations and 
Satisfattions ; but forſaking the more ng- 
torious Crimes. look on all beyond this 
to be. Pious affeftation, or at leaft the 
prattice of an unneceſſary devotion : And 
being arriv'd thus far, they conclude 
themſelves Fuft ; when God knows they 
are not come half way : and what wall this 
avail them, when notwithfta1ling their 
retrenchments,having their hearts wholly 
deprav'd aud Worldly, they live not ac 
cording to the Maxims of the Goſpe} and 
Chrif's Spirit, butare ledialong; tho'not 
im the depth of Sin;' yet in the Corrupt 
ways ofuthe Fleſh and 'the World ? An] 
ſhall theſe live with Chriſt for ver, who 
are not acquainted here with the life of 
Chrift ?- Can they hope for. the reward 
of Juftice, who never paſs'd the Shell and 
came- not- half way to it ? What then 
ought we to do at preſent, but in this 
time of devotion, examine the ſtate of 
our Souls, and ſee what we want of rue 
Fuſtice, and never reſt, till by Prayer and 
Fafting we have caſt out all manner df 
Evil Spirits from our hearts; ſo. to make 
room for the Spirit of Juſtice ? for thus 
only can we iuherit the Promiſes, - * 

| Friday 
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tude  Exck, C. 18. V. 20, ends V.25. 
hey F the wicked man dozs Penance for all the 
this Sins he has Committed, and. keeps my 


heir WW Precepts, and does that which islawful aud \ 
olly WW 7uft, he ſhall ſurely live and not diz, This 
Ace W whole Leffou is 2n engagement of God's 
and W wordto Sinners; that if they forſakeand 
not-W do Penance for their Sins, they ſhall haye 
'upt WF forgiveneſs and their iniquities ſhall no 
nl Bf more be remember'd . with a caution to 
«ho W the Juft, that if they turn from their 
e of MW Righteouſneſs , all their zo0d Works ſhall 
ard W be forgot, and they certainly die the 
ind W death of the Wicked. Thus are we here 
hen WF ſpurr'd on to a holy Life, and encourag'd 
ths WY toRepentance, we are under the guilt 
ed of Sin ; al in this again appears, by 
rue © the fofrequent: propoſal of theſe Truths, 
and Y what the Church expetts ſhould be our 
r of employmen: this Lent, to wit, to be ex. 
ake | aQtly diligent in ſuch excerciſes, as are 
us prop:r to eftabliſh us in a life of Virtue, 
and. Purite our Souls from Sin z and 
"tis 
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ris with this latter we muft firſt be- 
_.- 

Our firſt buſineſs then is to apply our 
ſelves to [ſuch means, as may be moſt ef- 
fetual for the remedy of Sin, for *tis on- 
ly on this condition, we can render our 
telves capable of God's. Mercy anc Fa- 
vour. Ovught not every one then, ſe- 
riouſly reflefting on the miſery,in which 
he is; how by his Offences he's become 
difpleafing to God, and remov d at adi- 
ftance from him and from all good, forth- 
with conceive a'true abhorrence of his 
fate, and puſh'd on with a fincere dehire 


. of amendment, cry out with the Prodj 
gal Son; will ariſe axd go to my Father? 


He muft firſt «riſe, that is, quit that 
ſtate of Miſery and Corruptian,in which 


| he lies, he muft, by violence, ſeparate 


himſelf from all the occaſions of his fins, 
and admit no Society with darkneſs, 
while he's reſolving to £o to the Region 
of Ligh', God will have him he con» 
verted from his evil ways ; for if he goe; 
on ſtil] in the path of his iniquity, if he 
repeats 'his former fins; what claim can 
he reaſonably lay to the Promiſes of 


» Mercy ?- Can there be Mercy for ſuch, 


as will do nothing for it ;- for ſuch as 
will part with no ſatisfativn for God's 
ſake ? No; all theſe, who thus carelefly 


. or afﬀfetedly continue in their wonted 


Trank 


Tranſgreſhons, however they may have 
paſſing thoughts of approaching to God, 
moſt certainly continue at a diftance 
from him, and God grant their pnniſh- 
ment one day be not, what they now 
chooſe, that is, to be ſeparated from 
him for ever. He muſt ariſe then, that 


thinks effeQually of Mercy, and go tv bre: 


Father. 

For bowever a ſinner may ariſe fromy 
his uſual crimes, he muſt yet remem- 
ber, he may ſtill have a Journey upon 
his hands, a great way to £0, before he 
comes to his father, It is not every one, 
that breaks off the courſe of his fins, is 
preſently in. union with God. There 
may be wany degrees in a true Conyer- 
ſion ; and there's. no queſtion, but he 
that diſpoſes all things, may by a pro- 
vidential mercy, permit many delays in 
the perfect cure of a Soul. How often 
is it Almighty God lets Chriſtians conti- 
nue long time ſtrugling with their Infir- 
mities, and almoft in a perpetual con- 
flict with their perverſe and. ſtubborn 
Paſſions 3 fo that, though they fall not 
into their accuſtom'd ſins, yet they fre- 
quently expericnce their own weakneſs, 
under the violence of their InCinations, 
not yet willing to yield ? An! this, that 
they may be ſenſible of the greateſs of 
their eyils ; that by the difficulty, they 
may 
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may know to 'value their cure ; that 
they may be more watchful in prevents 
ing all relaptes, that by their continued 
Prayer 2nd repeated Endeayours, their 
Sov's may he enlarg'd and become more 
capable of the Divime Gifts ; that hence 
they may be preſerv'd in a perpetual 
' Humility and lafting Thankſgiving : 
Theſe advantag es there may be in theſe 
delays, and in the length of the Jour- 
ney befcre the ſinner comes to Ged : 
And though this 'may be affliating to 
a Soul, that truly defires to experience 
the ſweetneſs of Divine Love ; yet he 
that has too much ſought his own 
ſatisfation, and tranſgreſ3*d the Com- 
mandments, to-pleaſe himſelf, ought in 
juſtice expe& ſome difficulties in his 
cure, and endeavour by his Patience 
in this laborious way, to make ſome 
ſatisfation for the ſinful Charms of 
that long way, wherein he ran from 

od 


*Tis but reaſon they ſhould find ſome» 
thing of that method Chrift us'd in 
healing the Man fick of the Palſie, 
Mat, 9 6, He bid him take up his Bed 
and go to his Houſe, While he was ſick, 
he lay on his Bed, and there took hi 
reſt; but now he muſt take it up and 
carry it- Such as are under a Spiritual 


Palfie, make their Paſſions ſerye them 
as 
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2sa kind of Bed, wherein their Souls reſt 
and ſeek their eaſe ; Bat when a Soul's 
Converted, thetl- ſame Paſſions become 
a burthen, and it muſt with patience go 
under chem, as uuder a heavy weight ; 
even as the Paralytic found his Bed now 
to be no comfort, bnt a charge or- op» 
preſſion to him. For God is juft, and 
he will, that thole who have tafted the 
pleaſure of their Paſhons, ſhould now 
feel their weight, and meet with diffi- 
culties in their Cure. But a Soul muſt 
here £0 on with courage, and accept this 
trouble, as a juft penance for paſt of- 
fences: *Tis in this a ſinner ſhews the 
fincerity of his. Converſion, while he lets 
not the difficulty of his amendment put 
him' out of. his' way,  They- know not 
what virtue is, nor conſider the true vya- 
lue of their Souls, who think to go 'on 
with this work at eaſe, and are preſently 
diſcourag'd upon meeting with difficul- 
ties' This is a ViQtory rot to be obtain'd 
by one Patrle, - but by repeated Engage- 
ments ; and he that expedts to be Con- 
querour, muſt take as much pains tv 
gain ground, as the Devil does not to 
tooſe it; for he that is ſooneſt tired, will 
certainly be the looſer. Theſe are the 
Battles proper for this time ; tis now 
every Chriſtian ought to proceed with 
Courage, with Conftancy and Patience 3 
there 
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there are none: ſo loſt, but by: theſe 
means may reſcue themielves from 
the power cf the Enemy. Let us then 
do Penance for all the fins we have com» 
mitted, and caſt our (elves wholly on the 
infinite Mercies of God, and we hall 
ſurely ive and not die- 


Saturday 


Ember-Week in Lent. 
LESSON. 


Denteronom. C.26.Yv.13. to the end. 


| Have taken that which was ſantified ou 
of my houſe and given it to the Levite, 
to the Stranger, to the Orphan and to the 
Widow, as thou, O Lord, haſt commanded 
me: 1 have not tranſgreſs'd thy Precepts, 
nor forgot thy Commands. + Almighty God 
had enjoynd the Jſraelires te give their 
Tenths to the LZevites ; and at appointed 
times to make a diviſion of all they had, 
and give one part of it to Strangers, 
Orphans and Widows ; all this was e- 
fteem'd Sanify'd ;and having diſcharg'd 
themſelves of this Duty, they were 
then oblig'd to pray in the manner, as 
here preſcxib'd in this Lefſon, and hep 

: COus 
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thus qualify'd for inheriting the Promi- 
ks Gud had made them. And would to 
God, every Chriſtian would come thus 
diſpos'd to perform the Devotions of 
this time, having nothing in their pol- 
ſeſhon, which, by title of Juſtice and 
Law of Gol, belongs to others : That 
with truth they might ſay, They have 
rothing in their Houſe, which is the 
Right of the Levite, of the Stranger, of 
the Orphan or Widow : But that they 
hare faithfully given to every one their 
own. Such Prayers thus offer'd from - 
laws, not empty, but full of good 
works, may with confidence expe&t a 
pentiful Bleſſhing from Heaven, which is 
ever liberal of its ſuccours to thoiz, whouie 
hands are direGted by Juſtice, and whoſe 
Hearts are ever open to the Neceſſities 
of the Poor. 

But as for thoſe, who undertake the 
Obligations of this time in Faſting and 
Paying, and can make no ſuch protefta- 
tion, without a breach of truth, by un- 
uſtly detaining in their hands, what be- 
longs to others 3 theſe can have no ſuch 
topes, while the cries of the Fatherleſs 
ad Widow, who ſuffer by their inju- 
ice, aſcend before Go1, and ſhew all 
tieir Devution to be lies and Hypocritie. 
tor what better Charatter can theſe 
am, who toyoften make the oppreſſt» 

E on 
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on of the Poor, the ſupport of their fr-M ! 
travagancies? They find Money forfff [ 
their Vanities and Exceſs, for their « 
Drinking and Gaming, and even forlffl t 
their Vices: But when the payment & 1 

u 

t 


juſt Debts is demanded, there's nothing 

to be had, but cold put-offs, or faithleh 

Promiſes; fo that pretending to want 
wherewithto ſatisfie Juſtice, they ever £ 
find, wherewith to feed their vicioulll F 
humours : To ſupply theſe, they tryal n 
Friends, Aiminifh their Eftates, and of of 
ten Mortgage ſv long, till the whole be 10 
confum'd ; and then only think of being] a 
£004 Husbands, when juft Paymentsar 
to be made. Now what Effect can thi 
fort of half-Chriſtians expe& in theit 
Faſting and Praying, who cannot lift up 
their hands to Heaven, but under the 
loadof Injuſtice, who by a Gentile ſort 
of Fraud and Rapine, make Familie 
ſtarve, and depriving Parents of what' 
neceflary, with Poverty bring laſting 
Contentions amongſt them, and rende 
them uncapable of p?rforming the 
Daties, which is often attended witt 
diſinal Tnſequences, even to many Ge 
mnerations? Can thele think their Pra 
ers will not he drowt'd with the Cris 
of theOppreſſed ? Ged has promis'd t 
hear the Poor, the!Qrphan and Widow 
and if he hears their Cries, will not the 
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be fatal to thoſe, by whole injuſtice they 
ſuffer ? It were then to be wiſh'd, all 
-heirfl Chriſtians would at this time examine 


| forfffl themſelves by the Juſtice of the Few, an: . 


t of fl not lie fill in a falſe peace, under the 
hingſY weight of theſe great fins ; nor reft til! 
hl they had taken effeftual care for the re- 
want moving the burthen : Happy they, who 
every can lay with truth; Fecs Fudicium T5 
cio Fuſtitiam : 1 have done Fauſtice and Fudg- 
ry al ment: Who can ſay, They have caft out 
d of of their Houſe, what b:1ongs 19 the Levite, 
le be 10 the Orphan and Widow ; this would be 
xi} 2 ood diſpoſition to the keeping of 
"$ are Lent. 

ths Another is, to be aſlifting to the Poor 
theirſYl.in their Neceſſities, by giving Alms : 
ft ul This is ſo neceflary, that the Holy Fa- 
- the thers will not allow Lent to be kept, but 
» oref©Þ.by halves, where Faſting goes without 
nilieY Alms 5 this is univerſally concluded by 
hatM all, and ought as univerſally to be 0» 
Ring ſerv'cl, where "tis poſtible, by as many 
endayſ as deſire the fruit of their Faſting, in 
then the pardon of their ſins, Hence we are 
with to have a doiible care. 

y GY Firſt, To give to the Poor of what 
Pray ve can truly ſpare ; fur this, in ſome 
Criefl. manner, is their Right : Becauie, what 
4.5 ſaperfluous to the Rich, is neceſſary 
tor the Poor : And be that keeps ſuch 
ltings by him, S, Auguſtine ſays, k-eps 
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what is not his own, This ſort of giving, 
is in reality, giving to Chrift, tis diy 
ding our Subſtance with him, 'tis taking 
him into part of our inheritance, and 
the moſt aſfur'd means of being choſen 
Coheir with him of Glory. 
Secondly, Not to ſpend any thing in 
this time of Penance, except on what i 
neceſſary, that is, not to caft Money 
way upon curioſity, upon Diverſions, 
Entertainments, Vanity, much leſs, % 
crifice it to Senſuality or Vice ; but lay 
all this by, which. Nature prompts us 
thus to miſemploy, and let it be the 
Stock of the Poor : What a full Trex 
fury would here ſoon be, if all thus tobe 
miſpent, were brought in here ! And 
thou2h it may he natural hereto refle 
©! thoſe great ones, who ſpend theirE 
ſtates 1n Vanity and Exceſs; yet if ue 
look'd nearer home, I believe there's 
ſcarce any, but who might eaſily find one 
endedted to this Stuck : whilft of the ma. 
ny things we all pretend to be WVecefſar), 
an Impartial Jadge, I fear, would cor- 
demn the greateſt part to Self-Love, to 
Flamur, Ill cuſtom and Superfluity, Let 
us now thenreſvlve ona better manage- 
ment, and never throw away that which 
if rightly plac'd, would ſerve to pur- 
chaſe JHleaven. Mh1il8 thou ſrendeſt any 
eting Ply, the -Poor lay claim to it, a 
| a), 
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ſoy, 'tis theirs : They cry aloud, *Tis all 


inhumanly taken from them, whatever is 
thus miſ-ſpent, Thus S. Bernard : But if 
thon divideſt thy Stock with them, thou 
thus pay'ſt thy long contratted Debts, 


thou makeſt recompence for thy paſt 


Exceſſes, and provifion for thy Soul, by 
laying np a Treaſure in Heaven. Let 
us then pay this double Debt, retaining 
nothing which 1s anothers Right, keep- 
ing nor ſpending nothing, cf which Pro- 
vidence has made vs only Stewards, to 
diftribute to the Necefſitous, but not 
tofeed our own Extravagancies: Thus 
if we give to the Stranger, to the Fa- 
therleſs, the Widow and the Poor, what * 
is their portion, this Juſtice and Chari= 
ty will render both our Faſting and 
Prayer acceptable, and moſt certainly 
diſcharge us of thoſe Debts we owe ta 
"z in the entire pardon 'of all our 
Ins, 
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Second Sunday in Lent, 


LESSON. 
1 Thefſ, C. 4. V. 1. ends V. 7. 


His is the Will of God, that you be 

Holy Having now paſs'd over a 
Week of Lent, it may not be improper 
for every Chriſtian, on this Day, to take 
a ſhort review of themſelves, and. ſee, 
how far they have complied with the 
obligation of this time, how far they 
have gain'd on themſelves, in their ap- 
proaches to that Great End, deſign'd in 
this Holy Inſtitution. For certainly, at 
this is the Wil of God that you be boty: (0 
this is the intention of the Church inall 
the InjanRions of this time, rhar you be 
holy. This end it is the Church propo- 
ſes; having no vuther reaſon to require 
of her Children, to Faſt, Pray, Give 
Alms, and Mortifie themſelves in all 
manner of Se!lf-Jenials, than as far as 
theſe are Means moſt effe&ual for ob 
taining God's Mercy, and that true Ho- 
lineſs of Lifz, which is the neceſſary 
—_—_— of every good Chri- 

ian. 


Let 
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Let every one then here call the Week 
over, and enquire firft with what cxa&t- 
nels, according to the beft of their Ahi- 

lities, they have obſerv'd the means ene 
jyn'd of Faſting, Mortification, Ge, 
and then take one ftep farther and ſee, 
how much they have benefited by the 
uſe of theſe means, in being Holy, as is 
6+ © the Will of God and his Church : For if, 
ry2 (upon examination, they find, their prins 
ner © pal concern has been, to be only regu= 
The lar in Faſting, and not to be more Roly 
ſee, than ordinary, what is the advantage of 
the Lent? If they go on ftill, in all their 
ey vented Excelſes of their Tongue, of 
ap their Appetite, Carrupt Aﬀettions and 
tin {caſe 3 are juſt as Worldly, Carnal and 
, aq Ffxtravagant, as before ; how do theſe 
-  Romply with the Will of God, which is, ' 
ya! that they be Holy ? Have not theſe rea» 
; i; Yon to corrett this Error, in the Humi- 
2po- ity of a ſincere Repentance ; and, tho' 
1ire late, yet now truly reſolve on a new me» 
>ive Mthod, ſo as not to loſe the benefit of the 
\ all time to come 2? It onght to be their pre- 
e as (Ent buſineſs to look into their defeets ; 
os and conftder, what in particular, is abſo- 
Ho- lutely neceffary, on their parts, for their 
Tary amendment. It ought to be their great 
hri- (ore this day, to ſtudy, what it 1s to be 
Holy ; and what is requir'd of them for 
Willing this Will of God. 
| E 4 ; And 
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And upon a ſhort refle&tion it will ap- 
p-ar, that, to. be Holy, is to comply 
with that Firſt and Greateſt Command, 
which is, To love God above all things; 
And what is this, but to give to God the 
firft place in our Hearts; to let him 
kave the rule of our Thoughts, our 
Word; and ail our Aﬀions ? So that as 
World!y Men are led along by the vio- 
I. nce of their deprav'd Appetites, the 
Will of God may -powerfully over-rule 
10 as all theſe Inclinations, and we 1a 
bour not to fulfil our own Deſires, but 
truly to fatisfie that Obligation, which 
our Heavenly Father lays on us. 

Now to poſſeſs our ſelves of this Di- 
vine Love, which is, the root of all Ho- 
linefs, *tis not enough to conceive Cer- 
tain Ideas or Thoughts of itz For, its 
Seat not being in the Underſtanding, we 
may come to Apprehend, Diſcourſe and 
Treat of this Love of God, and yet be 
totally void of it: As many great Men, 
alas, there are, who reaſon and diſcourſe 
moi profoundly of God and Divine 
things, and yet are but little or no- 
thing inflam'd with them. Nay, to go 
farther, and proteſt with Tongue and 
Mind, that we love God, and prefer 
Im to all Creatures, 1s not yet True 
Love, but only Signs of it : And would 
to God, there were not too many Chri* 
ftians, 
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ftians, who ay gens over their Prayers? 
thus, in words, atteft their Love to him, 
and yet at. the ſame time, have their 
Hearts poſſeſs'd with many Paſſions of 
Senſuality and Corruption, and not at 
all moy'd, but in appearance, by that 
Love, which they pretend to : Which is 
not ana of the Underſtanding, but a 
certain Impulſe and Inclination of the 
Will towards its principal Obje&t, which 
1s God, 

'Tis here then we are chiefly to exa-. 
mine our ſely-s, not only, whether we 
ſpeak or think frequently of God, but 
beſides this, whether we have an incli-. 
nation or bent in our hearts, whereby, 
as with a ſecret and ſweer violence, we 
are ready to ſerve, obey, and pleaſe him 
it all we can, whether we make his. in= 
tereſt our own, rejoyce in. what's joyful 
to him, grieve at all that diſpleaſes him, 
and fear nothing more, than what may 
endanger our ſeparation from him. In, 
ſuch a diſpoſition of the Heart, and not. 
in words, or barren thoughts, confifts 
this Love, the ground of our PerfeCtion.. 
And if, upon enquiry, we can diſcover 
ſuch a power within us, which makes us. 
hght reſolutely againft Temptations, de-. 
clinecwhatever we apprehend to be the 
Occaſion of fin, which makes us prefer 
our Duty before pleaſing our (elves or 

E 5 Conp- 
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Company, apply our ſelves diligently to 
ſach means, as are proper to weaken our 
itt Babits, and improve in” Spiritual 
ſtrength, which makes us difeſteem the 
Wort4 and al} Humane reſpeAts, rejoyce 
in the expeRation of Blifs, and be ina 
diſpoſition of leaving -Father, Mother, 
Friends, Eftate and Good Name, rather 
than depart from the Law of God., If 
we can diſcover,'t' fay, ſuch a Porer 
moving within us, we have,.then reafon 
to hope, that God has kindled in our 
Hearts fome ſparks of that Divine fire, 
he came to bring on Earth ; But 'if we 
findno ſuch figns, we are then bound to 
uſe all endeavours for the changing of 
our hearts, and never þe tired, till we 
ſee fome good fruits begin fo appear ; 
for-till' the ſenſe of oor Dury and the 
Love of God gets the ViQory over, and 
commanads all that is worldly and fenſual 
within us, we deceive our ſelves, if we 
think we are Holy, as is the Will of God, 
we ſhoutd be. * I 
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LESSON, 


Dan. C.g, V. 15:5 ends V. 19. 


' E have ſina'd, we have tranſgreſ- 

ſed all thy Commandments : but 

let thy anger, I beſeech the, O Lord, be 
turned away from us. The whole Lefſon 
isa Prayer of Daniel, which he offers - 
to Almighty God, having prepared 
himfelf by Faſting, and being now-co- 
ver'd with ;Sackcloth and -Aſhes ; and 
'tis in behalf of the Fews, who had been 
in Captivity near ſeventy years. What 
a confuſion is this to Chriſtians, who 
come to Prayers ; but with a Spirit , 
how unlike to Daniel]! He povrs:forth 
his Soul before God, confefſing his own 
Sins and thoſe of his People; not ina 
form of Words run over with-an inſeu= - 
fible and diſtralted Mind 3 but jn the 
true Spirit of Penance , rigorouſly pu- 
niſhing thoſe Sins , which he confcfles; 


| and having his Soul no leſs humble in 


the acknowledgment of his own unwor» 
thineſs, than he is abjeRt and conteme 
| pjible 
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ptible in the manner of. his addreſs. VVe 
conf2!s our Sins too, but is it with the 
Spirit of this holy Man ? Is it with that 
true Senſe of an offended God ; with 
that profound Humility; with that ſin- 
cere Repentance? If we examine our 
frequent and eaſy relapſes; and reflett 
on the little care generally taken for not 
returning to tlie vomit z we might 
have but too much reaſon to fear, the 
Confeſſion of the greateſt Number of 
Chriftians is little better than a Form , 
wherein they accuſe themſelves , and 
fay They are ſorry; but God knows, how 
tar they are from being really ſo. *Tis 
ealy repeating ſuch words, and not 
much more difficult to conceive an Idea 
of trite Sorrow in their Underſtanding ; 
hut fincerely to deteſt their Sins, aud 
have their Hearts ſo truly chang d, that 
what was before their Chotce., is now 
»:come the real Ovjz@ of their Hate , 
and what they firmly purpoſe for ever 
to-avoid, this isa Greater work, a work 
of Grace; and I fear not ſo eaſily ob- 
tained, as moſt preſume , who think to 
have it, but ſeldom think to ask for't 
as they ought. They call to mind their 
Sins, and furthwith run to diſcharge 
tt.eir burthen; as if Examining and 
Confeſn;g, were the effetual remedy:of 
all their evils; when God knows,;the 
2-1; Frinci- 
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Principai and Healipg Part is yet be- 
hind, but little thought on, if nur neg- 
lefted. It Danel had thus, in haſt, 
preſented a catalogue of his own and 
Peoples fins ; could he, for this Cere= 
monial Form have juſtly expected a 
grant of that Mercy. he came to ask? 
No, he knew him to be a God, that 
regards the Heart and not the Lips a- 
lone : And therefore his firſt care, was 
by true Penitential Atts to diſpoſe his 
Soul, by a profound Humility, a Hear- 


ty Sorrow, fincere Repentance, aud 


well-grounded Confidence in his God ; 
and being thus interivrly prepar'd, then 
he lays open all his ſins, then with all 
the vigour of his Soul, he ſues for Mer- 
cy, and then he finds it, O that, we 
came thus truly qualified, as often as 
we-confeſs and ask for pardon ; never ta. 
{ct a value, or think on the declaring of 
our- ſins, till thus, like Danzel, we had 
firſt endeayour'd to work a. change 
within. O! How powerfully do's an 
Humbleand Contrite Heart prevail with 
God, to lay aſide his Wrath; and turn 
his Anger from us : And how ſhort will 
they come of Mercy, who careleſ]y nege. 
left theſe means 7 
Again, there's another Circumftance 
to be-obſerv'd, Daniel acks pardon for his 
People, after they had ſuffer'd near Se» 
venty 
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venty Years Captivity for their fins ; 
and while he asks it, ftil] adds new pu. 
nifhments by Fafts and Sack-cloth. He 
knew the order of God's Juſtice inregard 
of Man, That either he muft not fin: 
Or if he fins, that he muſt be puniſh'd, 
*T was by order of this Juſtice, he. knew 
his People had ſuffer'd ſo long a Slavery, 
and this fame Juſtice he had in view, 
while he uſes theſe rigours on himſelf. 
And is not this to teach us, how readily 
we ought to ſubmit to thoſe afflictions, 
which God ſends us, as the juſt ſcourge 
of onr offences ; and likewiſe by volun- 
tary Mortifications to puniſh our own 
Sins ; ſo to give proof of the deteftation 
we have for our crimes, and fatisfie ; to 
the beſt of our power, the Divine Ju- 
ftice, which we have unworthily pro- 
vokd ? Tis true, Chrift has fully fatisfi- 
ed for all our fins ; but his ſatisfaQion is 
not applied to us, except we conform to 
the Law of his Juftice, 'in doing all that 
he requires at our hands, And even then, 
whatever we do, has its whole worth 
from the Merits of his Suffcrings; fo 
that, though by our Afflitions, or Ri- 
gours, we may obtain a remiſhon of the 
puniſhment due to cur fins ; yet this is 
not obtain'd, but in virtue of his Paſſion, 
and the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. Every tru- 
ly repenting ſinner then ought to approve 

| | al 
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and love this order of God's Juftice, and 
even be willing, to be punifh'. for his paſt 
Offences ; as the Prodigal Son returning 
home, confeſs'd he was unworthy to be 
call'd a Son, and likewiſe Qefir'd he 
might be treated, not asa Son, but as a 
Hired Servant. . He knew. he had offend- 
ed, he knew puniſhment was due to his 
Offences, amd-therefore he eſpous'd the 
cauſe of Juſtice, while he petitions to be 
I:mbled. This is the true dfpoſitiongof 
Penance, and what we ought eyer to ab=- 
ſerve, as we dehire the effes of it in the 
Mercy of God. | . 
Grant therefore, O mercifal God, that 
vith a chearfal heart, we may ſubmit 
to alt thoſe Croſfes, which thou ſendeft, 
as the Chaſtifement of eur fius, for'this 
is to be patient under thy Juſtice. Grant . 


' we may be Inftraments of thy Juſtice, in 


puniſhing in onr ſelves what we know 
deſerresit ; And if thus difpog'd, *hke 
Daniel we ask for mercy, then hke hint: 
we may hope to frnd it. "CI IA 
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Tueſday 
Secoud Week in Lent. 
LESSON. 

3 Kings C. x7. V.8. ends V. 16. 


HE-word of the Lord came t0 Elias, 
ſaying, Ariſe, and Zo to Sarephta in 


. Sidon, and ſtay there : for 1 bave com» 


manded a Widow to feed thee : The Ser- 
vants of God are many times in want, 
that others may have an opportunity of 
exerciſing their Charity towards them ; 
They ſuffer, thus to encreaſe daily in 


 vertue themſelves, by their being hum- 


bled.z and their Sufferings are a Mercy 
to. others, by trying their Goodneſs, 
and moving them to the giving Reliet. 
The PraQtice-of both. theſe Parts, whe- 
ther in Suffering, or Aſſiſting thoſe that 
ſuffer, is very proper in this time 3 and 
to whichſoever of them God calls us, I 
wiſh we could as chearfully undertake it, 
as Elias and the Widow ; fince his Ap= 
pointments are no leſs an expreſs Com» 
mand to us, in the intimation of his Will, 
than was his Word, that came to the 
Prophet, But then let is be-gur great 
Care. 
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care to follow the Examples here pro- 
pos'd, The Prophet, till now had been 
under God's own care, being fed by Ra- 
yens ; now he is ſent to be reliev'd by a 
Widow 3 and though he knew her not, 
yet being order'd by Heaven, he readi- 
ly obeys . The Widow's ſubfiftance was 
brought to one handful of Meal ; and 
yet being demanded relicf by the Pro- 
phet, ſhe ſupplys his neceſſity,and truſts 
to God's Providence and Promiſe for 
her own ſupport. Here are great things 
done on both ſides, and ſee, how without: 
any ſort of Solicitucle, Fears or Diſquiet 3 
but with all the Readineſs, Peace of 
Mind and Confidence imaginable : 'Tis 
this manner ef doing whatever is re- 
quir'd of us, I heartily recommend this 
Day: There being nothing more injurie 
ousto the Juſt Devotion of this time, 
than thoſe too great Apprehenfions, So- 
licitudes and Diſquiets, which ever at- 
tend too many Chriſtians (otherwiſe 
well enough dilipos'd) in what Almighty 
God has call'd them to ſuffer or to do 3 
whilſt by theſe Paſhons of Weakneſs, 
they either wholly looſ?, or at 1ſt con- 
ſiderably diminiſh the benefit and value 


of all they do. 


The reaſon is, becauſe however a pru- 
dent Care and Diligence in all we do, be 
juſt and commendable ; yet Solicitude 
| IS 
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is ever unlawful, as proceeding from a 
want of ſubhmiſſon to the Orders of God, 
and diſturbing our minds with an unpro. 
fitable trouble 'Tis evident, -. there's 
nothing can poſſibly befal us, but what 
God wills, and his Will being ever juft, 
'tis then p'ain, we can apprehend no- 
thing, but the execution of his Juſtice z 
-though we offend too, at the fame time 
againſt his Goodneſs, in admitting of a 
certain diftruft, and fearing he has not 
a care of us, or will not provide what is 
neceflary for us : By which we ſeem to 
doubt of his Fidelity and Promiſes, and 
_ thus indiſcreetly provoke Almighty 
God, to leave ns to all thoſe incon- 
veniencies, which we apprehend, and 
unhappily deprive our ſelves of thoſe 
Succours, Which a full confidence in the 
Divine Goodneſs might have obtain'd- 
for us. The Rule then we ought to fol- 
low inall matters of difficulty, muft be, 
To omit no manner of Diligence, Ap- 
plication and Pains, both by our ſelves 


and Friends, as the Circumftances of . 


our Aﬀairs, in Priader.ce, ſeem to re- 
quire ; and going on thus with as even 
and quiet a temper, as poſſibly we can, 
to wait then with Patiknce and a certain 
Hope, that Almighty God wift, in due 
time, opena way for Relicf : For this, I 
oMſerve, is the method of Providence ; 
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if we proceed every day doing whatour 
Duty, for that time, ſeems to exae, 
' though in great darkneſs and uncertain- 
ty, as'to what 15 yet to come ; Almigh- 
ty God ſeldom fails of ordering ſome- 
thing, by which he manifefts his Will, 
and removing all indifferency, plainly 
ſhews, which way we are te take, and 
evidently determines our Lot. And now 
whilft Divine Providence is thus watch- 
ful in all our Aﬀairs, why ſhould we not 
ſtrive, as the Apoſtle adviſes, to lay a- 
fide alt Solicitude, and caft our care 
ever upon him 3; as being moſt affur'd, 
that if we diſcreetly endeayour on our 
parts, he will not fail in his aſhſtance, 
but will bring all things to a happyend : 
This Hope and Confidence ought to care 
ry us or chearfully in all we undertake ; 
and not donbt, but God will be our De- 
liverer. 

Though I cannot promiſe, that even 
on theſe conditions, every thing will till 
ſucceed to our Wiſhes; for 'tis certain, 
. thereare nambers of good People; that 
have had great mifcarriages, and ſuffer 
extream miſery and poverty. But what 
then ? All this onghe not to put us out of 
our way, or in the leaſt diminifh, our 
Hope-z fince ſuch evils may be no other 
than the effe@ of that Love and Provi- 
dential care,” which God has oyer us, as 
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being moſt expedient for our eternal 
good. 'Tis ever therefore to be remem- 
ber'd, that though Almighty God be the 
certain Helper and Deliverer of all that 


"ſincerely truſt in him; yet *cis not of all 


in the ſame mauner : For he delivers 
ſome, by diverting the evils, or remo- 
ving them ; others, by giving them Pa- 
tience neceſſary to bear them : And this 
ſecond way, if it be not moſt deſirable, 
is at leaft more Glorious to Chriftians. 
Now 'tis our Duty toleave the choice of 
theſe ways to Heaven; Godis to deliver 
us, as he pleaſes; who knows, what 1s 
beſt for us; whilſt if we choole for our 
ſelves, we may eaſily be miſled by incli- 
nation, and refuſe that, which may be 
moſt for our advantage, And in this con- 
fiſts the injuftice of all Solicitude and ex- 
ceſhve Fears, in pretending to preſcribe 
to GoJ the method of our Deliverance, 
which, it may be, is leſs to our purpoſe, 
and not ſo agreeable to the Will of God. 
Remove from me, O Lord, all Solicituds 
and interior Diſquiet; and grant me a 
true Submiſſio:1 to thy Will, that in all 
Difficulties I may ever preſerve my 
Peace, and entirely leave my Delive- 
rance to thy choice, Amen. 
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Second Week in Lent. 


LESSON. 


Eſther C. 13. V.$. ends V. 17. 


Ord God of Abraham, have mercy on 
L- thy People ; for our Enemies defign 
ro deſtroy us, and ruine thy Inheri- 
tance, Mardocheus thus addreſſes him- 
ſelf to Almighty God , in a Prayer, 
which makes up this days Leflon. He 


knew his People were defign'd fur de- 


ftrution by 4man; and therefore makes 
his application to Heaven for their de- 
liverance. *Tis new a ſ:aſonable time 
for us to make the like Fpplication, in 
order to obtain Succors'of Heaven ; for 
certainly, if we conſider our circum- 
ſtances aright, we have no leſs reaſon to 
apprehend our Souls to be in danger 
from the powerful malice of our Spiritu- 
al Enemy, than the Fews were from the 
dehgns of Aman, This danger appears 
very great, if we look on the vaſt num- 
bers of thofe , who daily fall a Sacrifice 


to his malice: for nothing can ſeize us 


with jufter Fears, than the fight of theſe 
difmal 
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diſmal Effets : How almoſt infinite a- 
las, are thoſe Souls which are Sp:ritual- 
ly dead: and how ſmall the number of 
thoſe, in whom appear the ſigns of 
life? There appear no ſuch figns of 
life in all thoſe, who are without true 
Faith , which is the life of the Juſt 
man, as the Apoſtle ſays , and without 
which *tis impoſſible to pleaſe God. 
There are no ſach fgns in all thoſe, who 
"Believing aright, defile their Souls with 
criminal Paſſions, and exclude all life by 
thoſe Vices and Senſuality, in which 
they indulge themſelves. There are 
noſuch ſigns in all thoſe , who having 
been engag'd in ſuch grievous Sins, 
have taken no care to return to God by 
' a ſincere Repentance, There are 10 
ſuch {tgns in all thoſe, whoſe Souls are 
poſſels'd by thoſe Spiritual Vices 0t 
Pride, Envy.5 Hatred ., Covetouſnels, 
Ambition , tc. Finally ,, there are no 
ſuch figns of life in all thoſe, who love 
not Jeſus Chriſt; fince Anathema , or 
Condemnation is pronounc'd by S. Pau 
againſt all thoſe who love him not. 
1 Cor. 16. 22. Now, whoever dedudts 
all theſe, will ſoon find , to how ſmall a 
number .are reduc'd that. little .Flock, 
who are:govern'd and live bythe Spt 
rit of Chriſt : And beſides theſe, how - 
miſdeably thbjeft are all others to theN 
power of Death ! 2; Þ 
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If then the Poyver of - the Enemy 
be ſo great, his Malice fo ſucceFfu], and 
the numbers of thoſe , that fall under 
him, vvhether by violence or craft , ſo 
yery conſiderable, have we not every 
one reaſon to fear, left we be alfo 
made a part.of his triumphs, and be un- 
happily involv'd in this ruin? For if 
infinit are the Souls that periſh, hovy _ 
can the beft of us ſtand fearleſs and ſe 
cure? If vve vyvere part of a routed 


Army , vvherein yve ſavy our Compase 


nions falling on every fide by the 
Svvord of the Enemy, ſhould not vve 
-alſo be ftruck vvith Terror, and think 
our danger great? This .then, if vve 
are notalfeady faln, is our danger at 
preſent : Souis periſh on every hand ; 
they lie: before us, like ſo many Car- 
caffes : and yyhat remedy hare wee ? I 
knovy of .none, but to joyn vvith Mzr- 
dochezs, and call in Heaven to ouraſlift- 
ance : O'God of Abraham, bave mercy on 
us thy People 3 for our Enemy defigns to 
deſtroy us, and ruin thy Inheritance. For 
fince our Enemy's Power is fo much 
greater than ours , we muſt neceſſarily 
fall too, except xe ſtrengthen our Par- 
ty, and obtain 'of Go to be Confede- 
rate with us. All our help then depends 
in having God on our ſide 3 for by this 
means only can we become Superiour to 

our 
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our Enemy , and have ſufficient reaſon 
to deſpiſe hims For if God be with us, 


 whoisit will ftand againſt us ? 


This then ought to be a great part 
of our buſineſs in this holy Time, to 
prevail with Almighty God , by humble 
Faſting and fervent Prayer, that he will 
eſpouſe vur Cauſe , undertake our Pro- 
tedtion, and defend us againſt the Pow- 
erof our Enemy : that, whereas we are 
weak and truly unable to ſtand our 
ground , and hence have too great rea- 
ſon to deſpair ; He will! daily vouchſafe 
us the powerful Succours of his Grace, 
and by his aſſiſtance defeat all our Ene- 
mies deſigns. But then to obtain this, 
how ſerious and truly Chriſtian ought 
our Fafting and Prayers be ? How 
ought we labour to pur 07 the whole ar- 
mour of God, as the 4poſtle adviſes, 
Truth, Fuſtice, Faith, Hope , &c., that 
by the help of theſe, we may be able i 
reſiſt in the evil Day, and ſtand faſt. 

And becauſe the War we are engag d 
in, admits of no Truce , and ſcarce of 
any Cefſation ; therefore is it neceflary 
we ſhould be ever employ'd in fortifying 
our ſelves by theſe Vertues, which are 
our Arms and Defence under God ; ever 
be perfe&ting our Faith and Zope in our 
Lord, and keep our Fuftice or Righte- 
oulnels in ſo good repair , as to permit 

no 
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ro breaches in it, by which we may 
zive the leaſtadvantage to our Enemv. 
Upon this account, is it nothing leſs 
than a great ſtupidity or madneſs to 
enter into this combat, naked and 
unarm'd, that is, without theſe Ver. 
tues; which is neverthele's , the pra- 
(tice of the greateſt part of the World, 
who not only go thns , but even with 
an exceſs of Raſhneſs, take pains to 0+ 
pen the gates of- their Souls to the 
Devil , make his entranc2 into their 
hearts more eaſy, and his Temptations 
more preffing and violent, This they 
do, by converfing with and being ford 
of ſuch Things or Company .. which 
leighten their Paſſons , and fill their 
Pirits with Vanity, and by negleQing 
luch Helps, as might fence them againit 
the Enemy, Now what is to be ex- 
pected from ſuch condutt as this, but 
a unhappy end? And. may not. we 
reckon them, as already faln, who live 
after this method ; whilſt their whole 
happineſs is in the enjoyment of ſuch 
atisfaRtio:is, which the Devil and 
VVorld lay before them ; and the eife- 
anal Deſire of Salvation (which confifts 
uſing the Means ) is wholly extindin 
their hearts. Deliver us, O Got: from 
dlindneſs and ſtupidity , that by our 
lolly and jndiſcretion, we may never ex_ 
ay F | poſe 
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poſe our ſelves to the Shares of the 
nemy : Arm us with thy Grace, that 
we may reſolutely withftand all his Af 
faults; and receive us under thy Pro 
teCion : for 'tis only by thy Mercy w 
C2n be ſafe. 


Thurſday 
Second Week. in Lent. 


LESSON. 


Ferem, 17. V. 5. ends V. 10; 


Wrſed is the Man, that places his Cov 

J fidence in Man, and- in his Hein 
eparts from our Lord, The wicked Þ6- 
licy of the Fews is reprehended here 
who -to ftrengthen and raiſe the! 
felyes , enter'd into confederacy with 
the Egyprians, and other ſtrange Nati- 
ons, and truſted not in the Protetion 
and Promiſes of God , and therefore 
this Curie is here pronounc'd againl 
them. Too many Chriftians are Fen 
in this point, who for worldly Reſpetts 
enter into Society, and take part wit! F 
finfal and wicked Men, and to preſerve 
their Intereſt withthem, run the hazard 
of departing from God, Thus too : | 
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ny, for fear of diſobliging Company , 


joyn and yo on vvith them in ſuch 


Meetings and Direrfions, yvhich they 
ſee to be prejudicial both to Soul and 
Bodly ; others Carry on and encourage 
Diſcourſes, truly Uncharitable , unjutt, 
and finful, merely in compliance vvith 
thoſe they converſe vvith. Others not 
to loſe the opportunity of a Meal, or 
not to be caft out of a Service , ftick 
not to make a. jeſt of VVickedneſs, ſup- 
port it by Flattery , and too often con- 
cur vvith it to the defiance of Coiſti- | 
ence, the breach of Faith, Honefty and 
Truth : ' and, I vviſh, even amonegft 
thoſe, vyvhoſe Buſineſs it is to dire& 0v- 
thers, there are not ſome, vyho paſs by 
inflence many a groſs Irregularity and 
Scandal, for fear the deſerved reproof 
of it might put them to the Inconveni- 
ence of ſeeking a nevy Accommoda#- 
tion, And vvhat is all this , but let- 
ting vyorldly Reſpefts take place of 
Duty, and for ſome iittle Intercft, to 
eater into League vvith Idolaters and 
teyptians? This is placing confidence 
n Man, and departing from our Lord ; 
and being tke Sin of the Fews, I vviſh 
tbe not attended eyen yvith a heavier 
Curſe, 
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For my part, I cannot but think it q 
Zreat refletion on Chriſtianity , to ſee 
this intolerable injuſtice every where 
prevail, that whether in Private or 
Publick concerns , 'tis difficult enough 
to find choice of Perſons, in whom 1 
Truſt of any concern can with any to- 
lerable Safety be repos'd 3 but there's 
ever danger either of loſs. or miſcarri- 
age, thro' the weakneſs or rather wick: 
ecineſs of the Undertakers , who forch 
bly carried away by the Power of Pri- 
vate Intereſt, loſe all reſpe& to Con- 
ſcience and Duty : So that the Juſtice 
of any Cauſe gives now but very weak 
hopes ofSucceſs, but where theManager's 
contrivance joyns Intereſt or Deper- 
dance with it. This evil if is , which 
has corrupted all manner of Courts 
and Tribunals, and turns them but 


>-too often into Chairs of Peftilence : 


Religion and Goſpzl is expoſed to its 
abuſes, and there's nothing ſo Sacred, 
which is not ſubje& to its moſt deteft- 
able Uſurpation. And let not Private 
Perſons here preſume of their Inno 
cence, by throwing all the blame on 
thoſe in-Publick Employs : for theres 
izarce ſuch a thing as Innocence, I fear, 
to b2 found in this kind. I have al- 
realy hinted at too many concern d; 
aid if it be not the Caſe of all ; I 
thok 
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thoſe, who think themſclves exempt , 


but faithiully call over even one Week ; 
and 'tis to-be fear', they'l make a dif 
covery, that "tis not always Juſtice and 
Trh directs all they ſay or Co; but. 
that Vanity and Flattery , ſome Intereſt 
or SeIf-love, Fear or Compliance , often 
influence their Words and Actions ; 
and that for theſe Baſe and Un-. 
chriftian Motives, they abandon the 
Conduit of: Duty and Truth , and are 
{ far Inſincere and Faithl:(s to what 
they pretend, 

And what is the ground of all this, 
but that Jewiſh weakneſs condemn'd in. 
this Leſſon? Men dare not venture 
themſelves in thoſe ways, where Ver- 
tue and Duty dire&t them; they dare 
not truſt to thoſe Promiſes, God has 
made to ſuch, as walk by theſe Guides } 
therefore they make another Intereſt ; 
kek the favour of Falſhood, Difſembling 
and Injuſtice , and hope to advantage 
themſelves by the aſſiftance of theſe F- 
nemies of God, having greater Conf:- 
dence in their Help, than in his Pro= 
miſts. And is rot this truly making 
friends with the Egyptians, and Ne« 
tions, that are Strangers to the Living 


Gol? Ts not this putting Tru#it ia 


Man, in the Weakneſsand Sins of Man, 
0 the Suggeſtions of the Devil , more 
| F 3 than 
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than in God and his FroteCtion ? Is not 
tis departing from God , foiſaking his 
ways, ani the True way too of being 
torſaken by God, and drawing down his 
Curſeon their own Heads, 

In this point it is but too true,l fear, 
that omnes declinaverunt ; All have gone 
afray : too many in Matters of Conſe. 
quenc?: and all in that beaten-track of 
Excufing and Defending themſelves by 
Ly2s, This is what 1s frequent even & 
mongl|t Pious, tho' not Perfe@ Chriſti 
ans. They know what in truth , and 
according to Gad's Command , they 
ought to ſpeak : but apprehending ſome 
Anger, Blame or little Rcflefion , that 
Truth may bring upon them, they there- 
fore fly to Wntruths and take ſhelter 
under their Prote&tion : they have not 
Courage enough to venture their Cauſe 
and themſelves in God's hands , and 
therefore. -.-- take up the Devil's arms, 
and in effe& defire him to ſave them 
trcem the harm they fear. And is not 
the ground of this , a real want of that 
Truſt an4 great Confidence , they ought 
ever torepoſe in God : a Confidence, 
which ought to carry them on ſecurely 
in the ways of Truth , and make them 
113zard any inconvenience, rather than 
rave recourſe to his Enemy for help: 
which ought to inſpire tkem with a cer- 
| Call 
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tain Hope, that he will ever ftand by 
them in all the difficulties they foreſee , 
2nd be a ſufficient Recompence for all 
they ſufter , for his ſake, that is , for 
the ſake of Truth? This is truly to 
have a Conficlence in God , and not in 
Man; this is what the Spirit cf Chrift 
requires of every one; and 'tis what 
we ought to Pray for this Day. Par- 
don us therefore, O mercirul Lord, for 
the many times we have departed from 
our Duty and Truth upon human Re» 
ſpetts , and even forſaken thy ways , 
wan the weak Maotives of Intereft , 
Hattery or Compliance: and grant us 
now that ſtrength of Spirit, and trae 
Confidence in thee , that we may ever 
walk on ſecurely in the ways of thy 
Commandments, and rather venture 
alinconvenienciesunder thy Protection, 
than ſeek for any help out of Thee. 
Ann, 


Friday 
Second Week in Lent. 
LESSUN. 


Ger, C.37.V.y. ends V. 22. 


3hold the Dream:r comes; come let 

B kill bim; and we will caſt him inn 
z:: 01d Pit, and fay, a wild beaſt has de. 
vour'd kim. They are the words of F6- 
ſ-ph's Brethren full of envy and malice a- 
gainſt him and deſigning nothing lek 
than tomurther him. This is a propo- 
fal of the greateſt wickedneſs, and laid 
before us in this Leſſon, tv excite in us 
a horrour and deteftation, and let us 
know, how diſpleaſing all manner of 
Contention and Uncharitableneſs is to 
Almighty God, and how particularly 
:nchriftian it is at this holy time, 'Tis 
now at this time our great bufineſs, to 
m3ke our intereſt with Heaven, and ear- 
neftly apply our ſelves to ſuch means, as 
may be moft « fe&tual for obtaining par- 
don of our fins. Now though Fafting 
and Prayer be requir'd of us by the 
Church fur this end, yet what God ex- 
acts, as abſolutely neceflary, and with- 
out 
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out which nothing elſe can poſſibly pre- 
vail, is Charity, or the Love of -our- 
Neighbour : Therefore it is S. Pecer 
gives this advice to Chriftianz : Above 
a} things be careful ever to preſerve mutu- 
al Charity among you ; for Charity covers 
4 multitude of fins, 1 Pet. 4. $ And in 
S. Mark it is declar'd to be more : han all” 
Suerifices and Offerings, 12, 33. And has 
not S. Paul expreſly let us know, that 
no:hing can avail without it ? If 7 give 
all my goods to the poor, though 1 give my 
body to be burnt, and have not Charity, is 
profits nothing, What then, if we: ob- 
ſerve this time in rigorous Faſts, if we 
vive Jzberal Alms and Pray; will this 
move Heaven at all to favour us, if at 
the ſame time we have not Charity for 
all ? The Word of God has ſaid, it will 
not; and that cannot fail. Tis we only: 
ſhall fail, if we perform our Duty by 
balves, being nice in one command, and 
that the leſs ; and being without all Con- 
ſcience, as to the other, which is infinite- 
ly the greater, and ſuch, as on no ac-- 
count can eyer be diſpens'd with. 

As many then as earneftly defire to he 
reconcil'd with God, by being. rais'd 
from the Deat\ of Sin,muft not be want- 
ing.in this neceſſary Duty, which, above 
Jl, gives the beſt aſſurance of Pardon. 
and. of the new Life of Grace. We know 
= z ſays 
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ſays S. Fobn, We are tranſlated from death 
ro life, becauſe we I0v2 our brethren, 
i John 3. 14, The Mark of the Spiri- 
aa! ReſurreGtion then, according to this 
Avoſtie, is Charity, or the Love of our 
Neighbour ; and *tis not a probable or un- 
C:rtain one, but ſuch as 1s beyond all 
Joubt : Nos ſcimus, Ie know, &c, If 
therefore we are ſolicitous to ſecure the 
proſpet of our future State, we muſt 
rot paſs by this point, as a matter of in- 
Cifferency ; but imprint it deep within 
our Souls, That without it, we aremoſt 
certainly indiſpos'd for Heaven : This 
Charity being the moft affured fign of 
Life : *'Tis not then our Neighbours in- 
tereſt, that we lore him ; 'tis our own 
much aore than his. Our Neighbour 
2ay be a good Chriſtian and truly alive 
to God, though we love him nof, but 
we cannot be ſo, if we have not this Love 
of him. The prattice then of this Cha- 
rity, being ſo much more our own ad- 
rYantage than his; is it not a moſt ynrea- 
ſonabie revenge, to ſtifle all this Love 
within our Breaft, nay eaſily to admit 
Averſion, 1!l-witl and Hatred againſt 
him, on any pretext of contempt, inju- 
ry or wrong ? For 1snot a!l this revenge 
againft our {clves; tis to kill our own 
eouUls, to be revengd cf him; and Is 
th's 11s puniſhment or ours ? Be not _ 
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ſ unwiſe, to take thy Adverſaries part, 
in being thy own Enemy: *Tis but a 

or ſatisfaQtion for the wrong receiv'd, 
to do thy ſelf more harm, and add to 
the evil he has done thee. If thou wilt 
oblige thy Adverſary then, do thus : But 
to befriend thy ſelf, take patiently all 
the ill receiv 4d, preſerve thy love to 
him, and fail not to return him good 
for evil 4 thus wilt thou heap cuals on 
his head, and Bleſſings on thy own : 
Since God will not fail to eſpouſe thy 
cauſe, and abundantly recompence the 
Injuries receiv'd, as hedid in Foſeph, by 
fruſtrating all his Brothers deſigns, and 
turning their malice to the encreaſe of 
his Glory, 

But be here watchful not to deceive 
thy ſelf: "Tis but the caſe of too many ; 
they perſwade themſelves they have par- 
don'd their Enemies, and are in Charity 
with all : But yet can never meet thoſe, 
by whom they have been injur'd, with 
any ſort of fatisfation; but ever in 
their Looks and Mein , . betray an evi- 
dent Averſion. Andif the not being able 
to compole themſe!res, be any excuſe 
for this; What is to be ſaid for thoſe, who 
in their words diſcover this diſlike, who 
neyer mention ſuch Perſons, but there's 
a ſort of gall mixt with all they ſay ? So 
thay by their unkind Expreſſions, and fe» 

| Vere 
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vere RefleQions, and readily catching 
at every thing that's fit to leſſen them, 
they evi:lently ſhew, their Proteſtations 
of Love to be deceitful, and that there's 
{till a Canker at the Heart, PFelieve me, 
this is a dangerous ſign ; and therefore, 
as thoſe, who diſcover in themſelves a- 
ny plain Symptoms , or preſages of a 
wortal Sickneſs, are ſtrangely. alarm'd, 
" and take no reſt, till, by due means, they 
have done their beſt, to prevent the vi- 
olence of the dreadedevil;. ſo with more 
reaſon ought Chriftians to labour here: 
if they obſerve any. ſort of- averſion or 
j2aloufte within themſelves; if they per- 
<cive a ſatisfaction to ſpeak ill of or re- 
ie on any; or a ſecret Joy at their 
Misfortunes; theſe are ever figns of a 
dangerous indiſpoſition, and not far from 
Death ; and ought to awaken their dils 
gence to ſecure themſelves. What 'a re- 
ſtraint ought they to put on their words 
and thoughts 3 and by ſpecial favours to 
thoſe very perions, ſtrive to wear out 
the old diflike, by new impreſhons of a 
better ftamp? O Chriſtians, how ne- 
ceflary is this, to diſtharge the heart 
from all manner of bitterncſs or aver- 
ſion? How necellary is this at this time; 
ſince huwever earneftly we may ſolicite 
Heaven for pardoa of our fins, we have 
the afſurance of God's Word, that we 
muſt 
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ing | mu expet no ſuch grant, except we 
em, I forgiveall others from our hearts?Grant 
Ions | then, O Merciful Feſ#, that we be in 
res ll this, thy Irue Diſciples, nut deceiving 
me,. | our ſelves by making a deceitful Peace, 
ore, | but ſincerely forgiving all, with all our 
Sa- | hearts; that ſo our Prayers and Faſts 
of a | may be grateful to thee and we not dil- 
n'd, © appoinced in the pardon of our fins, 
hey which we now come to: ask, 


re: Saturday 
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_ LESSON. 
ith || Gen. C. 27. V. 6. ends V, 39. 


re- [Srac ſaid to Eſau; thy Brother bas com? . 
ds and t aken thy bleſing, The preſent Leſ- 
S to ſon is the Hiftory of F4cob providing 
out FF Meat for his Father on his Death-Bed, 
ofa I and receiving his -Bleſſing, before his 
ne- || Brother Ejau came. Facob's diligence 
art was abundantly rewarded : He gave ear 
7er» to his Mother's. Advice, and loſing no 
me; time in preparing what his Father lik'd, 
ite he obtain'd his Bleffing, to the great 
aVEC diſappointment of his Brother, coming 
we I} too late, for what was already given 
away. 
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away. *Tis now the Church, our Mo. 
ther, puts us in mind of the Death of 
our Redeemer approaching ; and ear- 
neſtly- recommends, not to one alone, 
but to all her Children, to preſ-nt them- 
ſelves, with ſuch a Preparation, as they 
know is moſt grateful to him, that fo 
they may happily receive his Blefling, 
And though there be no ſuch thing here, 
as one diſappointing another ; ſince God 
is infinit in his Goodneſs and Power, 
and has Legacies wherewith to enrich all 
his Children : Yet there are, in this 
caſe too, Facob's and Eſaus: There are 
thoſe, who by their Fervour and Dili- 
gence, like Facov, out-go others, and in 
the plenty of a ſpeedy Bleſſing, find the 
recompence of their Induftry and Endea- 
vours: And there are thoſe too, who 
are ſo far behind in the juſt performance 
of all their Duties, that *tis to be fear'd, 
like Eſau, they looſe their Bleſſing ; not 
by coming too late, but by not coming 
at all, 

The due Preparation of a Chriftian, 
ſuch as will effeftually draw a Bleffing 
from a Dying Redeemer,requires great 
care and diligence : And as there was 
but One out of Two, that obtain'd this 
Patriarch's Bleſſing : So 'tis to be fear'd, 
out of greater numbers, there are but 
very few, that follow Jacob's DiigIen 

2n 
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and are like to be priviledg'd with him. 
Nunc ergo; Go preſently, ſays his Mother 
to him, let there be no delays. Quomodo 
um cito invenire potuiſti ? Says his Fa- 
ther. The Hat he had made, was the 
firſt thiog that mov'd and operr'd his Fa- 
ther's Heart, *Tis thus our Mother the 
Church ſays to us : Nunc ergo : Now, at 
this time prepare your Souls, and with- 
out any delay, by your preſent Faſting, 
Alms, Prayer and Self-denials, fo puri- 
he them from all Irregularities and fin, 
that they may be a Delight and even a 
Banquet to your Lord. This 1s the Ad- 
vice of her, who deſigns for us our Fa- 
ther's Bleſſing : And how few are they, 
who with 7acob's haft, ſeriouſly apply 
themſelves to this Work ? There are 
none, but eafily diſcover, they have a 
great ta:k on their hands,” and that to 
become truly pleaſing to their God, they 
have very conſiderable Reformations to 
make, relating to their Spiritual ſtate, 
How many as to the governing their 
Tongue, moderating their Paſſtons, re- 
zulating their Aﬀe@ions, ordering their 
Converſation? How many as to the 
common Exerciſes of Piety, their man- 
ner of Praying, Faſting, Reading, Con- 
tefling, Receiving, &'c. Nune ergo. Now 
then we are commanded to undertake, 


arry on, and with all our induftry en- 
| deas 
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deavour to perfett this Work. Happy 
they, who follow theſe Dire&ions, and 
with an equal hand breaking through 
all the Difficultics of Nature and this 
World, ſtrongly conclude, al} other Sa-. 
tisfattions to be but vain and paſſing 
Charms, and that their only Intereſt is, 
to obtain the Flefhng of their Dying 
Lord; thar ſo it m1y never come to be 
their ſad fate, with deſpairing Eſau, in 
fruitleſs Groans and Tears, to teſtifie 
the ſenſe of their :.iſcarriage, when 'tis 
too late. 

And is it not to be fear'd, this will be 
one day, all their caſe, who, like him, 
£0 heavily on ina ſecure dulneſs ; think 
litt'e of the danger they are in; and 
trufting to, I know not what, are ever 
faying within themſelves, *Tis time e- 
nough ; What need of haft; and thus 
negletting all preſent Means and Helps, 
live on in fin, till at length ſurpriz'd, 
they are preſented, nat hefore a Father, 
but a Judge, and by deſerved Puniſh- 
ments are made ſenſible of all their paſt 
Delufions and Negle&ts ? Neglets, 1 
ſay-; for theſe are generally the firſt ſtep 
into that path, which leads to. Vice and 
Hell. For why is it, the greateſt num- 
berof C hriſtians pray no better ? They 
will not take the pains neceffary for this 
wark : They do, as far as may be done, 
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with eaſe ;but when the buſineſs requires 
an earneſt application, and laborious 
care, here they give over their task and 


yield. The ſame's the reaſon, why they 


Faſt not as they ought; why they ma- 
ſter not Temptations, nur avoid the 
Occaſions of fin; Becauſe being Lovers - 
of themſelves and of their eaſe, they 
have not heart or reſolution to ſtand a« 
aint thoſe difficulties, which muſt ne- 
clarily be mafter'd to diſcharge their 
duty : But they rather choole to accept 
the ſatisfations of infirmity and ſin, 
than take that trouble, to which their 
Obligation calls them. For want of this 
trouble and: pains, they firſt negledt, 
then quite omit thoſe Dutizs, God re= 
quires of them ; then ſin and vice cree 

on, till by degrees, the whole inwar 

Man becomes corrupt : And thus poor, 
miſerable, deceived Souls, to indulge 
themſelves the ſatisfaftion of a ſhort and 
very imperfect eaſe, they looſe all hopes 


of Reft eternal; and to avoid a paſſing 


Trouble, ſuch as has its comforts too, 
they blindly caft themſelves into everla- 
ſting pains. Thus they go on unthink- 
ing and ſecure, and like Eſau, ſee but lit- 
tle of any diſappointment, till it ſhews 
it ſelf, and their own miſery removes 
their blindneſs. Preyent, O Lord, we 
beſcech thee, all our a&ions by thy hea= 
ve nly > 
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venly Grace, and ſo quicken us 1n every 
Duty; that being never diſcourag 
through fear or tronble, we may overs 
come all Sloth and Negligence, an thus 
performing all our Obligations with a 
juſt diligence, we may be worthy to 
partake of the Merits of our Dying 
Lord, and receive his Blefſing. 


Third Sunday in Lent. 
LESSON. 


Ephe/. C.8. V. 1.cnds V. 9. 


TI Rethren, walk in Charity and Love, 
even as Chriſt loved us, and gave 
himſeIf for us an Oblation to God. The 
Model, by which we are to regulate our 
Love towards our Neighbour, is the Love 
of Jeſus Chriſt towards us ; which was 
ſuch, as not only to bear patiently with 
the Unworthy, and beſtow his Graces 
on them : but likewiſe to give his Liſe a 
Sacrifice for all. See here ourrule : 'Tis 
by this we are to endeavour, not to let 
our Patience be overcome by any Provo- 
cations whatever can be given us; and 
to have a general deſire to do good to 
all, without letting the Unworthineſs of 
any in particular ftrejghten this good 
diſp0- 
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diſpoltition of our Hearts : And beſides 
this, we ought to be ever ready to give 
our Lite for our Neighbour, becaule his 
calvationis infinitly more valuable than 
our life, This loft part includes the 
former, as being moſt perfect, and we 
have often occaſions offer'q of praCtifing 
it, as to ſome of its branches. For if 
our Obligation be to give our life for 
his Salvation, much more are we bound, 
to part with our Goads, our Reft and 
our Time, How are we oblig'd to re- 
nounce many Satisfactions, to be ever 
cautious in. avoiding every thing, that 
may give him offence, or any ways hin- 
der his Salvation, and be careful to edi- 
fie him in the example of ſuch Virtues, 
as may invite him to good ? For Cer= 
fainly the obligationof laying down our 
Life here preſcrib'd, by the example -of 
Chriſt, reaches ſo far, as to bind us to 
do every thing that may-be neceſſary in 
order to his Happineſs, and ayoid every 
thing, that can be a hindrance to it. 
How great a tie then have they, who 
deing the Subſtitutes of Chriſt, have ta= 
ken on them the care cf Souls? Their 
Lives ought to he ever ready, much 
more their Time, their Reſt, and all 
their Satisf ations to be abandon'd for 
their Neighbours good : Their Charge 
1s to take place of all ; So that whate- 
yer 
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ver may he as dear to them. as their 
Hand or Eye, *cis all to be cut off, rather 
than give offence to any little one 2 For 
it Life's to be the purchaſe of their good, 
there's nothing under this can be di- 
ipens'd with. 

And may not here Parents, Maſters, 
Magiſtrates, and all of the better Rank 
in this ſee, how great their Ovligation 
isof- diſcharging well their Duty, that 
none under their charge be prejudic'd 
by their want of care, by ll example ! 
For how do they give their Life for 
their Neighbour, who becauſe they 
will not take the - pains, let him want 
- ſuch things, as may be. the greateſt 
helps for his Salvation? How many 
are daily loft, for not having had their 
due Inftrution ? How many violently 
hurried into Vice, by thoſe very Pal. 
nors, which their Parents Negligence, 
or Fond Self-Love have brought them up 


to? *Tis the great Misfortune of too- 


many in their tender Years, to have had 

no other Education, than what Nature 
ſuggeſted to their Parents ; ſo that as 
theſe were Either of an J1nſenfible, Neglis 
Sent, or Fond Temp?r ; ſo generally their 
Children ſuffer ; and whilft the conſe- 
quences of either extreme are equally 
pernicious to a Chriſtian Life 3 how 
highly deficient are theſe Parents in this 
uty 
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Duty, of giving their Life for their 
Neighbour, who, in a cale, where it 
preſſes moſt, wil not ſo far deny 
themſelves, as to go vut of their V4- 
tural wy, though their Childrens Souls, 
but too much depend on the Method 
they take ? 

Their Crime is not mach inferiour, 
whoſe Station in a Family makes them 
remarkable, ſo that what they do, be- 
comes an Example to ofners, whether 
_ or of a lower Rank : For ſee- 

ng the Diſorders of their Life, arean 
mms to others, to lefſen 
their reſpeU& for Virtue, and even draw 
them the ſame way; what Chriſtians 
are they, who being oblig'd to part 
with Life for their Neighbour's Soul, 
will not deprive themſelves of their 
wonted Satisfaftions, or quit an ill cu- 
tom, to prevent their ruine ? They go 
on till, think how to pleaſe theme» 
ſelves ; but think not of that Woe pro- 
rounc'd againft thoſe, who give ſcan- 
dal to their Neighbour : For certainly 
as many Woe's belong to them, as there 
are Souls prejudic'd by their it] Exam- 
ple : Every one loſt by them is a new 
Curſe on their Heads: And this is the 
unfortunate exchang* they make ; They 
will not give their Life as God requires, 
or any SatisfaCtion or their Neighbours 
good 3 . 
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good ; but, to 'do him harm, they giye 
away their Souls. 

Is there not again ſomething of this 
Miſcarriage in the too frequent Nil: 
courſe of many ? Some pleaſe them- 
ſelves in Oaths, ſome in Obſcene Jets, 
and others in Unclean Diſcourſe, ſuch 
as S. Paul here ſays, ought not to he 
Nam'd amongft Chriftians And for 
others, who pretend to Piety, hoy 
often by their Flatteries, do they er 
creaſe the Diſtempers of their Neigh 
bours Souls ? They plainly ſee the 
Infirmities, to which they are ſub- 
jett : And though for theſe, they of- 
ten expoſe them behind their Backs, 
making them the ſubje@ of their Wor- 
der and their Scorn ; yet before their 
Face, they fail not, by falſe Praiſes, 
and forc'd Arguments, to augment 
thoſe very evils, which they heartily 
condemn : *Tis thus, Pride and Curi- 
oſity, Jealofies, Contentions, Animoſi- 
ties, Expenſive Gaming and Entertait- 
ments, with many other Vicious Paſh- 
ons, grow up in too many, and Chri- 
 ftianity, by the ſame degrees, moſt cer- 
tainly decays. And Where's their Cha- 
rity all this while, who being bound, 
to contribute to the Spiritual Advan- 
tage of their Neighbour, make it their 
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common Prattice, to enereaſe his E- 
vils, and help ,to oyerthrow his Soul ? 
O God! Is this the Charity of Chrift 
our Lord to us ? Is this according 
to the Model he has left us? Deli- 
ver me, O Jeſu, from this fundamen- 
tal errour; and-. ſince thou haſt been 
pleas'd to give thy-Life for thy Ser- 
rants, perftnit me not, by any ways to 
oppole this deſign of thy Mercy, by 
injuring thoſe, whom thou haft pur- 
chas'd at fo dear a rate :-. May I ever 
joyn with thee, in contributing to 
their good, and for this end, be ever 
wiling, not only to quit my Evil 
Cuſtoms, my Eaſe, my Goods, but 
even my Life too 3 for thus only 


can I pretend to Love.my Neighbour, 


as thou-haſt.Loyed us. 


Munday, 


Ti bird Week in Lent. 
LESSON. 
IV King. C. 5. V. 6. ends V. xs, 


Liſeus ſaidto Nzaman : Go and waſh 
| ſeven times in Fordan, and thou ſhalt 

be cleans'd. Waſhing once in Fordan , 
if God had ſo pleas d, might have per. 
f:alydeliver'd Nzaman from his Lepro- 
ſy: but he commands him Seven times 
to waſh; to ſignify to us, ( for all was 
then done in figure) the repeated et- ſ: 
| deavotrs and care , we ought to have, 
in uſing thoſe Means, which God has I" 
appointed for our Spiritual Cure. *Twas 
the Sacrament of Penance was then 
ſhewn us in a Type ; and- in thoſe My- © 
fterious Waſhings may not we ſee , with I 
what great Diligence, we ought to ap- 
ply our ſelves to every Part * Not 
ſlightly paſs over our Examens , but 
with the- ſtriteft eye, ſearch into eve- 
ry corner of our Soul , look diligently 
and look again, that ſo we be not im- 
pos'd on with falſe colours , fair pre 
texts, and under theſe diſguiſes, permit 


groſs eyils to defile our Souls, Alas? 
: | How 
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How many 1ll Havits, how many dan- 
zerons and eyen finful Paſhyns, ex- 
rrels'd but too oiten in Words and A» 
ctions,are found in thoſe, who goto this 
fordan, and by Corfeliton think to 
waſh themſelves? *Tis the misfortune 

of too many, not to ſee their own 19» 

K firmities; and tho' th:y are quick» 
I5, Wghted enough to obſerve and conJema 
waſh $f 1any Evils in their Neighbour ; yet 
(hap Mtbey fee them not , when 'us what they 
/ fall into themſelves: Thns we carry 
many Evils with us unſeen to Conf-ſlion 


= and to the Grave , becauſe we examine 
:mes our {elves but with paſhrg glances, 

was £1 ake what appears at irit Hght, what is 
| en- (£0 and notorious ; but as for variety 
we, of Spiritual Sins , which lie under ma» 


1 has (Y'y foids of Self-love , Intereit, Conve- 
Twas Moicnce , Pride , ©, thels are but too 
then Ng undiſcern'd becauſe they require 
My- $f 9"g oofervation, a watchful and ime 
with (Prtiel eye to make the dilcovery. Have 
wenot reaſon then, with David, often 
Not ſto beg 3 [Ihumings, Domin?, tenebras Wee 

but $4: Enlighten, O Lord, we beſecch 
eve- fie, our Darkneſs 3 and add to our 
Payer , our beft enicavours to know 
ourſelves, make frequent Searches, and 
omit no care, that may be -neceſlary ; 
ad yet be very careful too not to en» 
freaſe the darkneſs by being Scrupu- 
us 2 G The 


} 
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The like is necefſary as to the other 
Part : 'Tis eaſy thinking , we are truly 
Sorry for our Si.:s, and that we truly 
purpoſe to amend ; ard 'tis as eaſy be. 
ing deceivd in this. What if theſe 
thoughts bf Sorrow are fram'd and try. 
ly paſs thro' our Underftanding : may 
not all this be , and our hearts ſtill the 
ſame 3 Proud, Perverſe, Corrupt ? 
And who hall remove this uncertainty, 
2nd with zfurance, determine, as ok 
ten as we Confeſs, whether our Sor- 
row be Hearty and Real, or only Ima 
ginary and in Conceic ? *Tis true, the 
Fruits of Repentance appearing in vir- 
tous Endeauours and a Better Life, is 
what affords ſome Peace : but yet ws 
are generally in the dark, a Darkneſ 
which is both the effect and Puniſhment 
of Sin, and therefore to he ſubmitted 

"to as Juſt; and very capable of being 
made uſe of to our advantage ; to bal 
lance that Pride , to which we are fub 
xt; to keep us in a perpetual Depen- 
dance, and to oblige us frequently to 
renew our Sorrow , often to excite our 
deteſtation cf paſt Sins, never to be 0 
ver-confident of what. we have already 
done, but ſtill endeavour to do better; 
that ſo, if there. has been any Defedts 
thro' want of Care, all thoſe may bi 
now ſupply'd z and that by our preſent] 

feryous 
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other Mfcrvour we may now regain the favonr 
truly Wof Heaven , and thus prevent all poſh- 
truly Wble Miſarriage, Lavas feprirs 3; Walſh 
y be» therefore Seven times. Ute ſtill thy beft 
theſe Mendeavours to repent ; but till remem- 
d true Wer often to repeat the ſame ; Repent 
* may Wand fill repent again. 

the Y The ſame method is to be obſervd in 
upt ? Wthe Third Part , which is SatisfaFior ; 
ainty, Mfor tho , a Sinner, by his fincere Re- 
s of Mientance and Abſolution, has receiv'd 
r Sor New Life ; yet this Life is generally fo 
' Ima Mlanguifhing- 2nd infirm , that 'tis hari 
>, the preſerving ic, except due care beus'd, 
n vir- Mo ftrengthen it by continual Exerciſes 
fe, is Wt Piety. The Conſequences of vin are 
et we many, and many il} effects it leaves he- 
kneſs Mind it on the Soul ,, by which 'tis often 
ment ſindanger of relapfing : and there's no 
nitted Mnore aſſured means of removing theſe, 
being FWthan by following that very metho!, 
0 bal-Mireſcrib'd as the remedy of fin. Ard 
e ſub-Mvben a Cliriftian ſeems ſomething ad- 
z-pen-Mranc'd beyond this State of WeakneG. 
ly tofpnd that he's in ſome mannereſtabliſh'd 
te ourÞ1a Spiritual Life $ yet ought ke to co:1- 
be 0-Minue frill his exerciſe of Penance; in 
readyMroportion to rhe-irregularities of his 
etter; Former Life. For it being the practice 
feds Mf the Primitive Church, for the more 
ay beſErievous fins, to appoint Penances of 
reſentrcral Years, and ſometimes of the 
ryous G2 whole 
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whole Life; tho' this be not now en. 
joyn'd ; yet, the Spirit of the Church 
being unchangeable, 'tis but juſt, Penj- 
tents ſhould ftill preſerve the ſame Dj- 
ſpoſition of heart, which ſhe delign'd to 
imprint in them by thoſe longer Penan- 
-ces- This Diſpoſition is that Spirit of 
Penance, by which a Chriftian is to ma- 
nage all Difficulties whatever of his life 
as likewiſe to- prattiſe many Self-denials 
and Holy Exerciſes, and having ever hi 
fins in view, make them all Sin-Offtr- 
ings, to appeaſe and fatisfie the Juſtice 
he has provok'd ; all which he may hope 
will find acceptance thro? the Merits of 
his Suffering Lord, with whom he joyns 
in all he does. Lava S-pties, Walh 
thereforeſeven times, and, as the Holy 
; Fathers adviſe, be ever mindful of thy 
Sins, that ſo thon may*ſt ever preſerye 
an Humble Mind, and with this Mind 
accept all troubles as from the hand 0 
Juſtice, which puniſhes fin. Preſerve, 
©O Lord, this Spirit of Penance within 
us, that ſo we may not careleſly make 
uſe of thoſe Means thou haft appointed 
fer our good : But with Diligence an: 
Humility p:rform all thou requirk 
from our hands, 
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4. Rings $4 4+ V. 1. ends V. 7: 


— ſaid to the Widow : Go, ſeU 
the Oy! and pay thy Creditor what 
s bis due, and do thou and thy Children 
live of the refl. A good Direttion for 
ſuch-as are in Debt, firſt to ſatisfic their 
Creditors, and then to liye of what re- 
mains 3 to live, the Prophet ſays ; for if 
this may be, *tis well : He allows no- 
fling to keep up State, or feed Extra- 
Wpancies:; Theſeareall to be retrench'd, 
then Fuſtice calls for what is uſually 
ſpent in their ſupport. Theſe Con{liti- 
013 the Prophet left, and thus was this 
miraculous ſupply to be divided betwixt 
her Creditors and her own Nece/ittes. 


Now, if all Abilities and Eftate, which 


e and others have, are equally the Gift of God 
quirkY vith this, ought not the ſame method . 
ill to be obſcrv'd 2 What means then 
tiedaily. Expences of ſo many in Sports, 
Diverſions, Vanities, .Exceſs 3 whilft 
their poor Creditors are wanting Neceſs 
G 3 ſaries, 


(ag 
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faries, and would gladly fzed on the ye. 
ry Crumbs of what they prodigally cf 
axay ? Where's the Jufrice of this Me. 
thod ; Nay. where's the Chriftianity, 
whilſt Fuſtice is thus left out ? Ani 
what's their Plea ? Nothing but the 
ennvntznce or Difficulty of doing other. 
wiſe. . They are willing to be juſt and 
fatisne all; but this is attended with & 
many Inconveniencies. And are nit 
theſe Nice Chriſtians now, who v ould 
£0 along with every Duty, as far a 
they can go with eaſe, but then ſhake 
hands. with it, when there appears a 
D;Aculty ? Is it not to be fear'd, theyll 
do the like with other Virtues, with 
Faith, with Charity and Zepe, and Cen 
quit theſe too, when they can be n0 
tonger eafie in their Profeſhon ? Me- 
thinks, the renouncing one, is enoughte 
raiſe this Jealouſie For certainly thoſe 
True Chriftians, who are ready to ſuffer 
all Extremities for their Faith, both a 
to their Perſons, Family, Eſtate and 
Life, would with a proportion'd wil 
lingneſs, be ready to accept the like, rr 
ther than forſake the Cauſe of other 
Virtues: They know, thexe*s no one vit- 
cue, but may have its Martyrs ; and, 
10 queſtion, have an aſſured Hvpe, 
meeting with the ſame Reward, whe 
ther they ſuffer for Fuftice,or for "a 

n 
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he vel And on this ſcore, are very careful, ne- 
ly caſt rer to tire their: Creditors with unwels 
iS Me cone delays, in favour of themfelres 
lanity,WſWand their own convenience 3 but ever 
Anil chooſe to ſatisfte_Juſtice, notwithſtand= 
the Wing variety of difficulties, which may 
other attend the performing this Duty : For 
t an{ffl whatever in this caſe they come to ſuffer, 
ith off they know it is for Juſtice ſake. Pay 
e not then thy Creditor what 1s his due, and 
v ould live thou of what remains. 
far xz Beſides thele, there are other Debts, 
ſhake which every Chriſtian, with the like 
ears afexatneſs, is bound to ſatisfie : And 'tis 
they(} 10w a proper time to ſumm up theſe 
- with Accounts. See then now, how much 
1 cen 
be nol eyer raſhly or defignedly ſpoke to the 
2 Me prejudice or lefſening of thy Neighbour. 
18h toſf bee again, what injury thou haft done 
thoſe him by thy. ill Example, how far thou 
ſufferÞl taft, in words or a&ions, encourdg'd 
th a him to evil 3 what dangerous, nay f1n- 
> and ful Impreſſions thou haſt made in his 
| wil-Wſ Soul, by thy prophane and lewd Di- 
e, ml courſes, which, it may be, have been 
otherſf] the firft ftep to his ruine : And if thou 
e vir art ſo happy to diſcover nothing of this ; 
\ and, jet ſee, at leaſt, what damage thou haft 
e, offl done him, by being wanting in thy ſeas 
whe onable Advice and: zood Inftrattian : for 
*aith i lence roo is often follow'd with weighty 
And G4 Miſ- 


thou ftand*ſt indebted, for all thou haft . 
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Miichiefs. How many haſt thou ſeen 
boih ſay and do ſich things, as truly 
delerv'd Reproof, for which thon hak 
unprofitably cenſur'd them behind their 
backs, but haft not had Charity enough 
to infurm them of theſe Failirgs he 
twixt thy ſelf and them ? Thus fur want 
of a friendly Monitor, have they ad: 
vancd in evil, which upun-a ſeaſonable 
Reproof might probably have been re- 
drels'd ; this at leaft, might" thou hare 
delivered thy own Soul from the guilt 
of their fins, for which now, it may 
be, thou ſtand'ft indebted. 

Conhder then now all theſe Debts, 
thou haft contr:Qed by thy ill Example, 
by Detrattion, Negle&, or Uncharita- 
ble Silehce 3 and ſee, which way to ſt 
tisfie them : I believe, thou wilt find 
none more <ff-(ual, than that here 
ſuggeſted by the Widows Oyl, which, as 
S. Auguftine ſays, ſignifies that Merc 
and Compaſion, we are bound to ſhew to 
others. Whilſt this Widow had only a 
little Oyl to ſerve her ſzif, ſhe could pay 
n0 Debts; but having more Veſſels full, 
ihe then diſcharg'd this Duty, If thy 
Charity extends not heyond thy elf, 
thou may'ft be ſtill confiderably in Debt; 
but if once it begins to abound and-flow 
io every Neighbour, thus,may'ſt thou 
ope in time to eyen all Accounth, ON 

erve 
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frve then diligently on every fide, and 
ſe, where any diſtreſs calls for thy aſh- 
ſtance : Let thoſe have the firft place, 
whom thou haſt any ways injur'd 3 but 
if this can't be, lay hold of every- op- 
portunity, that preſents it (elf, and en- 
deayour {till to ſhew ſuch a Charity, as 


may have a proportion to thy paſt 


Faults - Reflett then what chiefly theſe 
have been, and (o let thy preſent Chari- 
ty be regulated. Thus may*| thou ex- 
ercile thy ſelf; -in being favourable in e- 
very thing thou hear'ſt, in which thy 
Neighbours Reputation is any ways 
concern d: In being careful to give good 
Example, diſcountenance all evil ways, 
and encourage Virtues in inftrufting 
and laying ſound Principles in all thou 
may*ft : !n Charitable Advice, and, as 
far as it may be with hopes of benefit, 
ſeeking fit opportunities of putting eve- 


ry one in mind of their Failings, ſo to - 


contribute to their amendment, Thus 
if thou art careful to extend thy Chari- 
ty; and diftribute this Oyl of Mercy on 
every ſide, by this means thou wilt pay 
thy Debts, and ſatisfie for all thy paſt 
Tranſgreſſhons, and of: what remains, 
thy Soul will live: For nothing gives us 
aJurer Title to God!s Mercies, than that 
Mercy we ſhew to-others. Grant then, 


Q Merciful Lord, that by pratifing this 


G 5 CQN- 
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conſtant Charity to others, T may oh- 
tain a diſcharge of all thoſe fins, by which 
I have any ways injur'd my Neighbour; 
for as theſe have brought Death on my 
Soul,. lo *tis only by their releaſe ny Soul 
canlive, 


Wedneſday 
Third Week in Lent. 
LES SEN. 
Exo4, C. 20. V. 12. ends V, 24. 


He People lard to Moſes : Speak thou 

r0 4s, and we will hear, but let not 
God-ſpzak t0 28 leſt we die : This Leſſon 
contains the ſecond Table of the Law: 
that is, all the Commandments relating 
,#o-our Neighbour. Now Almighty 
God appear d fo terrible to the People 
of the Fews, in publiſhing theſe his 
Laws, that wholly ſurpriz'd with fear, 
they cry AC out; Let not God ſpeak to we, 


I beiteve, were God now - to- expound 


theie his Laws ty Chriſtians, they would 
be feiz'd with no leſs a terrour than the 
Jew: in this firft promulgation ; and 
had ſo much greater obligation in —_—_ 
nan 


' oh. 
hich 


2ur ; 
| my 
Soul 
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than they commonly imagine, that they 
would cry out with them : Zer zo: Gor 
ſpeak to us, left we die, This is the great 
misfortune of too many ; they make {g 
large a conſtruQtion of the Command - 
ments, in favour of their own Inclinati- 
ons, Intereſt and Paſſons, that they de- 
ceive themſelves, in thinking they keep 
them,whilft they live inthe open breach 
of them. Is not this the occaſion of what 
we obſerve in the Lives of great num- 
bers? They ſay and do ſuch- things, 
which raiſe wonder and ſcandal in all 
their Sober Friends, and gives offence 
to Strangers : Aud yet go and diſcourſe 
the point with them, and you'k diſco= 
yer a Certain peice and ſecurity, accom» 
panying them even in actions, that are 
wholly unjuftifiable ; For they have 
found the expelient of ſome ill-reaſon'd 
Caſe, by which they open the Narrow 
Way, and make it Wide enough for 
them to £0 on, without renouncing 
themſelves, or laying down the Cor- 
ruptions of Nature : Hence it is, we ſee 
7ery great Uncharitableneſs, Animoſi- 
ties, Contentions, moſt intolerable In- 
juſtices, Frauds, Over-reachings, and 
variety of other Evils, even amongſt 
thoſe, who are reputed Honet and 
Good 3 nay, and this, as they ſeem to 
celude themſelyes, without eyer break- 
wE 
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ing any one Commandment : 1 hus they 
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(la! 


g0 on, Ccharm'd into a falſe Peace, hy f not 


the violence of their-own Faſſions,which 

they miſtake for Reaſon, and thus they 
live : Pat now if Almighty God ſhould 
once pleale to interpret his own Law to 
them, how would this fight of them- 
ſelvesand their own wickedneſs fill them 

with dread,and make them cry out with 
the Feavs ; ; Let not God ſpeak to us, leſt 
we die; For they would ſee nothing but 
Death before them, as the recefſary con- 
ſequence of their Unchriſtian Proceed- 
INge, 

And what is the firft ſtep to this mis- 
tortune, but their refuſing that other 
part, which the Fews defir*'d 2 They 
faid : Zr Moſes ſpeak to us, aud we will 
hear : But theſe will be under the con- 
dnet of no Yo,es ; Except, after frequent 
tiial, they can find ſuch an one, as will 
indulge their {Inclinations, and ſuggeſt 
ro them cales even to make their Vices 
lawfal, Be that will permit them, at 
ic, to £0 01 their own way, ſhall be 
their DireQor, and thus they proceed 
into the mouth of H=11 with ſome ſatis 
taetion, ſo they have but a Guide to 
20 with them. But if he proves. one 
<3 Will not, 17 filence, be witneſs of all 
tieir Extravagancies, but with ſevere 
Crenalures, at all fit opportunities, de- 
claxes 


the 
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clares againſt them, then ſuch an one is 


DYYEf nota Moſes for them. 


ch 
cy 
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Thfs is the condition of many : But 
their numder is greater, who being ſen- 
fibleof a heavy weight on their Conſci- 
ence, and ſeeing their Souls lying under 
Treat and very dangerous diſorders, 
ſuch as require the aſſiſtance of the moſt 
Skilful hand, purpoſely however avoid 
thoſe, whom they know to be thus 
experienc'd ; and chooſe to go to one, 
who will only hear, but ſay nothing to 
them 3 or elſe find out ſome Stranger, 
who being unacquainted with the true 
ſtate of their Souls, cannot apply to 
them Remedies proper for their Cure. 
Thus they pretend to Repent, and yet 
over-rul'd by a ſort of Vicious Modefty, 
or blinded with Pride, they decline 
thoſe, who would beft help them to 
amend. And what is this, but ſhuf- 
fling with their Duty, and deceiving 
themſelves with' the Form, but ha- 
ving no ſincerity in their Hearts , 
ſince having Moſes to ſpeak to them, 
they defire not to hear him ? 

Another great occaſion of this evil 
amongft Chriftians, is their general 
unwillingneſs to have any ſort of Mo- 
ſes ſpeak to them, or put them in 
mind of -the common Failings, whica 

they 
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they obijerve in them. *Tis but too 
undeniable a trath, that we have all 
our Faults, thon%h "tis trie, ſome 
greater than others; and although 
we profcſs, that we defize to Lore 
God and fave our Soulss though we 
believe our Sins are our only Ene- 
mies, that can poſlibly hinder the 
obtaining theſe Eternal Goods; yet 
who is there can bear the being mind- 
ed of their Faults: Who is there can 
ſincerely ſay in this cale ; Let Moſes 
ſpeak to us, and we will hear ? For 
my part among all the Tasks, that 
belong to .a Chriſtian, I know of 
none more difficult. than this: For 
though you may freely tell any of a 
Diſcompoſure or Spot in their Cloaths 
nay of Dirt in their Face and be thank'd; 
" yet ſcarce ſo, if you tell them of their 
Faults. Hence it is too often, Friends, 
that live together, and are Friends in 
every thing elſe, arenot atall ſo-in this; 
but ſeeing Failings in one another, dare 
not venture to ſpeak ; but either want- 
ing courage themſelyes to be Chriſtian 
Friends, or apprehending ſome ill con- 
ſequence, they let them go on, till 
at length, when Death comes, they 


have God to ſpeak to them in Ter-- 


rour, becauſe they would not accept 


of 
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of a Moſes to do it before-hand in 
Peace. 

ne This ſhews, what a Pride we have | 
* | withinus, and how much we ſuſpett it ; 
ve Þ in every Neighbour ; it ſhews, how 
xe | much we are govern'd by Zumane Re- 
e- | ſp:4s, and how little of true Chriſtian 
he | Charity there is amongſt Chriſtians, It 
et || ſhews us, what a Task we have on our 
d- BE hands, and how unfit we are for the De- 
in Þ votion and Piety of this holy time. Infi- 
es I nitely miſerable we are and weak, and 

or I yet infinitely Proud. Let us beg then 

at Ml this Day an effenal remedy of all our 

of | evils: That we may be fo exadt in all ; 

"2r 8 our Duties, that we need not fear to 

a | have. God himſelf ſpeaktous : That in | 
13 if the mean time he will inſpire a True 


> ——XX- @—B 


— = 


'; I Moſes to dire us, give us grace'to hear 
ir © and follow him, and as we defire to a- 
S, mend our Faults, ſo alſo beever wil» 
n |} ling to be inform'd of them, 
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Ferem. C. 7. V.1.ends V. 7, 
T Ruſt not in Lying Words , ſaying; 


The Temple of our Lord, the Temes 
ple of our Lord, "The Falſe Prophets 
perſwaded the Fews , that having the 
Temple of our Lord with them, they 
need not doubt of being ever in his fa- 
vour and Protefian, notwithſtanding 
all their iniquities and perverſe ways. 
Therefore Almighty God informs them 
of this Impoſture, commanding his 
Prophet to ſtand in the Gate of the 
Temple, and ſay: Hear the word of the 
Lord, all you men of Fudah, that enter in 
at theſe gates to worſhip. Thus ſays the 
Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, amend 
Your ways and your works, dnd 1 will 
awell with you in this place : Truſt not 
in lying words, faying , the Temple of ou 
Lord, &c. Thus letting them know, 
there was no truſting at all for them in 
the Temple, but only in the-Amend- 
ment of their lives. And is not this 
adyice 
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advice now as necefſary for us, as for 
the Jews; fince we are not leſs eaſy in 
hearing Falſe Prophets, and truſting in 
Lying words, than they 2 Weare born 
into this World with Falfity , Deceit 
and Lyes mix*d with our very Nature : 
theſe grow up and are ftrengthen'd in 
us, by our Nurſes, At*endants, and ve- 
ry Parents, who all contribute, by their 
miſtaken and hurtful kindneſs, to make 
us in love with our ſelves , tu-;be obſti- 
nate in our own ways ,, to be violent in 
every thing we defire, to corkte. to 


an early knowledge of and be fond 


of Vanities, to admire Novelties, to 
be charm'd with Curioſities, with varie- 
ty of ſuch like unprofitable Qualifica- 
tions, which is indeed nothing elſe but 
harkning to Falſe Prophets and Lyes. 
For *ris to be taught to value that , as 
Good and Adyantageous , which indeed 
are the only ghings, that can poſſibly 
ruine us; *tisto be targht ſuch Leffons, 
which, if ever we come to the: knows 


ledge of our own £00d,we muſt then las 
For, all the remainder of our lives, to- 


unlearn, Thus we begin our lives; and 
when our Youthful years afterwards put 
us forth into the World , we are com- 
monly lead on in the ſame path : for 
what is it but Falſe Prophets and Lying 
words, that encourage Young people in 
the 
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the Prattice now of more dangerous 
Vanities, in expenſive Diverſions and 
hurtful Entertainments; What is it 
but theſe, make them in love with the 
World, with its Follies and Pleaſures ? 
And are they not the fame , that im- 
poſe on- thoſe of a riper Age; fince 
there is 10 Age exempt from the charms 
of Titles, Honours, State, Riches, &c? 
Theſe are are generally look'd on as 
Subſtantial anJ DNefirable Goods , ſuch 
as bring Reſt to the Poſſeſſors : 'tis with 
this Thought we are often carried on in 
mof of our Undertakings, feeing Hap- 
Pineſs, as we imagine, at a diſtance be- 
fore us, and often promiſing. our ſelves 
Bieffings, if we can but accompliſh our 
Deſigns; and when all comes to be in 
bur Power, the Poſſefhon falls ſo mnch 
ſhort of our hopes , that in the enjoy- 
ment, we experience all to be Vanity 
and Lyes, | | 

This ſame method of Falſity and Ly- 
mg we purſue in our Spiritual Life. We 
promiſe at the Font to Renvunce the 
Devil and World , with all their works 
and pomp3, and afcer this Solemn en- 
gagement, ſpend a great part of our 
Lives in the Profeſhon and Pradtce of 
what we have renounc'd. We pretent 
to Humility, and live in Pride ; we ſeek , 
our ſelyes and commend Self-denials : 
we 
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we value Charity , and on eyery occafi- 
on are ating 2gainſt it ; ve make pro- 
feſhon of the Love of God, and” yet 
our whole buſineſs , is Intereſt, Vanity, 
and the World, 

Thus we £o on ſtill in our very De- 
votions and pretended Flights towards 
Heaven : We lift up our Voices to our 
Creator, and often Call him , Our Lord 
and our God ; but without the Obedience 
and Love due to him on theſe Titles : 
We pray that his Wil! be done: but at 
the ſame time rebel againſt him and fol- 
low our own. How often do we cry for 
mercy , and ſay; W: Repent and are 
Sorry , and heartily troubled for having 
offended , and Reſolve to amend ; But 
where is the Change of the heart,where 
the true diſpoſitions of a Contrite Soul ? 
O certainly, were it all true, as we fay, 
we ſhould not be fo eaſy in negletting 
our Duty, and relapſing into our for. 
mer Weakneſſes. Again, how do we 
often Kneel, Bow down, Strike our 
Breaffs, Lift upour Eyes , our Hands, and 
our Yaice., and in theſe Motions pretend 
a Reverence to our Lord , and Defires 
of approaching to him, when God 
knows, at the ſame time, we are void 
of al} Reſpe@ , and our Hearts are far 
from him? Thus we live on in Lyes, 


- anda great part of our Confidence, is 


Truſting 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
l 
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Trufting in Lying words ; on theſe falſe 
grounds 1s built a great part of our De- 
Yotion and Pietyz and, when the 
Searcher of Hearts has ſeparate1 all the 
droſs and ſhews of our Holineſs, how 
{.nvall a portion of what is Solid and 
True, will remain behind ! 

O God, how miſcrable are we! We 
confeſs our weakneſs here before thee: 
and o:yn that our whole lives are a mix- 
ture of Flattery , Preſumption, Deceit 
and Lyes. We know, that however we 
have thy Truth, thy Faith, thy Tem- 
ple and] Church with us, all this will not 
avail to Salvation, except we have 
Truth ir our Lives, except we do what 
we fay , and praftice what we profeſs. 
Inſpire then, O God, our Hearts with 
the light of thy Truth, that we may be 
fincere in all our Duties , and ever re- 
member , that except we amend our 
ways, tl01 wilt not dwell with us. 


Friday 
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Friday. 
Third VYcek, in Lent. 
LESSON. 

Numb. C. 20. V. 2, ends V. 13. 
3 Rip Children of Iſrael aſſembled 


themſelves againſt Moſes and Aron, 
and, in 4 ſ:ditious way, ſaid to them; give 
us water, that we may drink. This Peo- 
ple being preſs'd with Thirſt in the De- 


lert, had recourſe ro Moſe's and Aaron for 


theirrelicf: And though the manner of 
their Addreſs, in a Tumultuuus way, be 
not at all commendable ; yet certainly 
the earneſt application they made, in 
their Neceſſities, to the Servants of God, 
under whoſe condutt they had been plas 
ced, isa thing worthy of our imitation, 
being approv « by Heaven it {cif in ſome 
manner, in ſupplying them with a Mi- 
raculous Fount:in ifſ1ing out of a Rock, 
There's no queſtion, but "ſes and An- 
r0n, having the care of this People, were 
oblig*d to have prevented this Tumult 
by their ſcaſonable Inftrufions ; and 
God ſufficiently cenſur'd this their on 

| 10n, 
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ſion, by charging them with the finfal 
Unbzlicf of their Flock, and not permit- 
ting them to lead the People into the 
Land of Promiſe, in puniſament of their 
offence. *Tis plain, as many as have 
others under their care, as in this, they 
have a place of Honour, ſo 'tis a cl:arge 
too, and ſich, as brings the weight of 
many others fins upon them, beſides their 
own; ſo that while they have reaſon to 
be ſatisfhed many times with the ſtate of 
their own well-order'd Conſcience, they 
are ftill very criminal in the fight of 
God, by reaſon of the fins of thoſe eu- 
truſted with them, which ought to have 
been prevented by their care. *Tis of- 
ten an indulgent and eafte Temper, 
, that s very unwilling to diſturb it ſelf, 
or others, paſſes by many faults, and 
gives them time to grow into great dil- 
orders. Others are contented fo £o on 
in the ftepsof their Predeceffors, taking 
in all their Faults as well as their Ems 
ployment ;- not enquiring, what their' 
Duty obliges them to but only, whe- 
ther they go on in the track ; as it to. 
erre by Evample, would be an Apology 
for their going out of the way. Others 
again, out of a downright negle&t of 
their Duty, and the little concern they 
have, how things go with thoſe under 
their charge, give all opportunity be 

| (- 
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ble to the Enemy to ſow his Tares, while 
they are thus aſleep: And hence it is, 
we ſee {5 much Corruption ſpread it ſeHf, 
and even reign amorgft Chriſtians ; bee 
cauſe they, whoſe obligation it is, by 
their watchful care, to keep up good 
Diſcipline, and remedy, as far as in 
them lies, all growing diſorcers, £0 on 
inſenftble of their charge, and vainly 
think themſelves to be good Chriſt ians, 
while at the ſame time, they are 17 Pa- 
rents, Careleſs Miafters, or Negligent Pas 
ftors, But certainly, this is a fatal Er- 
ror, and attended with moft pernicious 
conſequences, ſuch as, notwithſtanding 
their ſuppoſed Innocence. makes their 
$ins as numerous, as are the Extrava» 
gancies of all thoſe, under their care, 
which have been occaſion'd by their 
Connivance, or Negle&. Theſe are 
therefore to remember, they have more 


Souls, beſides their own, to give an ac- 


count of, and that being happily free 
from all Perſonal fin, they may be ſtill 
vnfortunately exclucled from the Land 
of 1'romiſe, for the fins of others, whoſe 


Fnilt falls on them. 


But whatever is the negJctt of thoſe, 
under whoſe charge we are, yet this 
do's not at all excuſe Chriftians, for 
thoſe many Spiritual Neccfſitties and 
D:fes, under which they lie, for _ 
(0 
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of this cxre, For if God, in his Good- 
neſs, has appointed others to watch over 
and direct us, yet he has not in this di 
ſpens'd with our taking care of our 
ſelves. And therefore, as the /ſraclites, 
in their Neceility, ſtaid not in their 
Tents, there to periſh for Thirſt, but 
with all the eagerneſs poſſible, applicd 
themſelves to Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, 
Give us water, this we may drink. <0 
Chriftians ought to do, And they do 
it indeed, in all their Temporal wants; 
very few being ſo forgetful or careleſs, 
but if they ſee themſelves like to ſuffer, 
thro*their negle&t, whoſe buſinels it 1s 
to aſhſtthem, they preſently make their 
Neceſlities known, they (peak and {jeak 
again ; and if any other intereft beſides 
their own, be neceſſary to prevail, they 
fail not to procure it; and if nothing 
ſucceeds, they know to change Ma- 
ſters and Places,rather than want where 
they are. Thus all in the Aﬀairs of 
this World, ſee where to go, and are 
not backward in crying out, Gve us 
water, that we may drink, But how few 
are they, that do it in the concerns of 
the Soul ? Hovv many do vve find, that 
paſs for true 1ſra:lites, think themſelves 
true Chriftians and Catholicks, and yet 
are under very great Spiritual Neccſl# 
65, haying ther Souls near Rarying 

| or 
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for want of dues Knowlelge and Inftru- 
ion in their Duties, and yet go on in 
filence, without asking for help ? Some 
there are, that go to Maſs for many 
Years, and know very little or nothing 
of it : Others go to the Sacraments as 
long, having the Form, but underſtand 
little of their Subſtance, orthe due Pre- 
paration requir 4 on their parts: Others 
live in the conſtant praftice of wronging 
their Neighbours, and knovy not, vyhat 
Juſtice is : Others in daily defaming 
their Neighbours, in Contentions, Iil 
yvill and diſlike of them, and knovyv 
not what Charity is : Others in habitu- 
al Obftinacy, Pride and ſinful Self-Love, 
and know not what Humility 1s ; Thus . 
of all ſtates and Conditions there are too 
many very conſiderably wanting, not 
only in the PraRice, but even m the 
knowledge of their moſt Eſſential Du- 
ties 3 and tho? all this be but too often 
occaſion'd by the filence and negle& of 
thoſe, under whoſe care they are, and 
will fall one day ſo heavy on them, as 
toexclude them from the Land of Pro- 
miſe ; yet why do they themſelves fit 
ſtil! under theſe 'Neceſhities, and not 
ſeek for remedy, by demanding help 
from ſuch, as are able to affift them ? 
Why do they not as earneftly cry out 
for the water of Life, to refceſh their 
Souls, 
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Souls, as for the relief of their Tempo» 
ral wants? The Spiritual is much the 
greater concern of the two,and requires 
the greater diligence and induftry for its 
ſupply : And however Chriſtians may 
find fiir pretexts to difguiſe their Sloth 
and Neglett ;-yet, when they ſhall ſe 
' thoſe ſet over them, ſhutout from Hap. 
pineſs for their omiſſhon, what hopes will 
they then have of a Reward, who hare 
thus negleRed themſelves, having heen 
ever ſolicitous to call for help in their 
Corporal Diſtreſs, but ſought no reme- 
dy for their Spiritual ? 

Deliver us, O Lord, from this ftupj- 
dity, and quicken all thy Servants with 
a new zeal, that they may all, in their 
ſeveral degrees, diſcharge their refpe- 
ive. Duties. That ſuch as have any 
kind of Superiority, may be every way 
juft to their charge, and ſuch as are In- 
feriors, may in ro ways be wanting to 
themſelves : Thus will thy Myftical By- 
dy be well-pleaſing to thee on Earth,and 
be prepar'd for a greater perfection in 
-Heaven, | 
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= Aniel cryed with aloud voice : 1have 

ne no hand in the blood of Suſanna : 
Are you ſo ſenſeleſs, O Iſraelites, that, with 

upi- out examination or knowledge of thz truth, 

/ith you have condemn'd a daughter of Iſrael ? 

Neir Return again t0 Fudgment. They are 

ſpe- like to keep but an 1ll Zenr, who being 

any careful in Faſting, have at the ſame time - 

way a hand in their Neighbour's Blood : And. 


Tn. | © though it is to be hop'd, there are but 


: to  yery few ſo unfortunately miſerable, as 
Bo- I * tofall under this guilt; yet when we re- 
and fle&, there's a Murthering People in 
ol their” Reputation and good Name, as well 


as in their Perſons 3; then we haye reaſon 
to turn to the other extreme, and fear 
there are very few, that are Innocent : 
Very few, who with Darzel can cry ont, 
I bave no hand in my Neighbour's Blood, 
For certainly, though the greateſt num- 
Ja) ber of Chriſtians are ſo tender-hearted, 


- as 


(| 
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as to have a horrourat the very thoughts 
of ſhedding blood; yet this other way 
of Murthering isgrown ſo very familiar, 
that it is the matter of ordinary Enter- 
tainments, and daily ſubje@ of Diverfi- 
on : So that whenever we come unex- 
pected into Company, and ſurprize them 
in their Mirth, *tis great odds, but up» 
on examination, you'll find, they are 
Tipping up their Neighbour's Sores, wi- 
dening his wounds, and have truly their 
hands in his blood. And the miſery is, 
they are at.the ſame time unnaturally 
murthering themſelves too, fince there's 
nothing brings more certain Death ona 
Soul, than thus offending againſt Chari- 
ty, which is the bond of perfeQion and 
Principle of Chriſtian Life ; And in'this 
double Murther conſifts the greateſt 
part of Chriſtian Entertainment and 
Mirth, 

And I believe, whoever will take the 
pains to look into the particulars of theſe 
diverting Diſcourſes, will diſcover this 
great aggravation of Injuſtice generally 
accompanying their wncharitableneſs, 
that, as in Suſanna's caſe, tis without ex* 
«mination or knowledge of the Trath, they 
condemn whomever they condemn. Tis 
true, if we obſerve the common method 
of the Relations they make, *tis with - 
that poſitiveneſs and great aſſurance of 

Truth, * 
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Truth, that one would imagine, they 
were all Eye-witnefles of what they re- 
port 3 when a little enquiry, will ſoon 


. lay open this Truth, that indeed they 


have no certainty of whatthey ſay ; but it- 
all comes to, Such 4n one ſays ſo, and Iwas 


rl1ſo; which at the beft are nothing 


but Second and Third-hand Truths, that 
is ſo notoriouſly alter 'd; and disfigur'd, 
that if, by good luck, they come again 
to the firft Reporter, he has difficulty 
enough, under ſo many' diſguiſes, to 
find them to be his own. So that in re- 
ality, the greateſt part of what we thus 
hear, however with the face of Truth, 
are certainly no better than wilful, or 
affefted Miſtakes, weak Sur miſes, biaſs'd 
Conſtructions, and, without any ſort of 
raſh Judgment, one may conclude upon 
the firſt hearing, 'tis ten to one they are 
falſe. And therefore I cannot but look 
01 them, either as little Friends to 
Truth, or very dull Obſervers 04 the 
common defetts of Narratives, who 
dare either Believe or Report, with any 
fort of Confidence, whatever it be they 
hear in this kind, 7 hear zer, is the ut- 
moſt they can ſay: But if they go on 
and aſſert it to he ſo, 'tis not without e= 
vident danger of an Untruth, 
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Erery one, though of mean capacity» 


. 18 ſenſibie, how little grace there is in 


making an uncertain or doub:ful Relati- 
on: And if the Account of Fat be lame, 
as to ſome Circumſtances, they know it 
vvill come ſhort of vvhat they intend, 
;n diverting or gratifying the Company: ' 
This refledtion, is a Temptation too 
ftrong to be reliſted by the greateſt part 
of Chriſtians, and therefure, rather 
than any thing ſhall be vyanting to ther 
Story, they chooſe to have: the Weak» 
yels in themſelves, and ſo making bold 
vvith Truth, they make ſuch advantage. 
ous Ad:litions to their Relation, that it 
may every vvay appear compleat. Hence 
it is, vyve have reaſon to ſuſpe@ the 
greateft part of vyhat vve hear, to have 
ſomething of Romance in it ; for as in 
this, there is generally ſome ground of 
true Hiſtory, yet ſo ſet forth, eſpecially 
the Heroe, vvith ſo many colours laid 
on, that if a Man he not vvell inform'd 
b-fore-hand,he ſhall certainly bepoſleſs'd 
'vith very falſe Notions: Sv here, the 
vreakneſs of Man is ſach, that every 
Story he relates, is but too commonly 
what he makes his Heroe, and, I fear, 
the itch of laying on culours, puts him 
upon ſetting ir forth with ſome advanta- 
geous diſguiſe. The experience of this 
2eneral infirmity, is what is ſufficient to 
oblige 
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oblige us to ſuſpend all Judgment at 
leaſt, if not diftruſt of the exaaneſs of 
what we hear, and not join with thoſe, 
who are bold in what they afſert con- 
cerning their Neighbour. 

Fhen, if we conſider, how eafie moſt 
Peopleare in miſtaking and making wrong 
application of what they hear and ſee, 
nay, of relating their own Jnferences and 
Conſtrutions for the FadF it ſelf, "tis a- 
gain what is ſufficient to encreaſe this 
our diftruſt. This is a misfortune or 
overſight even of goo:l and well-mean- 
ing People; we ſee it in the Apoſtles 
themſelves, John c. 21. Chrift had but 
ſaid to Peter, concerning Fohn ; Thas 
will I have him continue till I come ; 
When preſently a report was ſpread a- 
mongft the Brethren, that John was not 


. to die ; When Chrift aid no ſuch thing, 


but only, Thus I will have him continua 


til Tcome ; now if theſe good Men were 


thus unwary, as to report this Conſtru- 
Aion of their own for the Truth, and 
make it ſo yery different from what was 
ſpoke or int2nded by Chrift ; what is to 
be expected from others, who being in- . 
feriour to them in all Chriſtian Qualifi= | 
cations, are not ſo very cautious or ſcru- 
pulousas they ought? No. queſtion, but 
we often hear their own Inferences ana 
Applications, inftead of the Truth; 
H 4 and 
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and how unlike, or even contrary theſe 
are toit, depends only on their unpre- 
judic'd Senſe and Ingenuity. 

Thus, from theie general Heads, be. 


 fides many others, we may conclude the 


great Uncertainty of ordinary Reports: 
And that on ſuch weak Evidence,it muft 
be a Notoriens Raſhneſs an Injuftice to 
pronounce Sentence 'in ſv conſiderable a 
matter, as is the Reputation of our 
Neighbour : And there's no doubt, as 
often as any, on theſe grounds proceed 
to Condemnation, if a Daniel were pre- 
ſent, he would reproach them, asabove; 
Why are you ſo ſenſeleſs, thit without ex- 
amination or knowledge of the truth, you 
bave condemn'd a Child of Iſrael ? Return 
again to Judgment, Return again, for 
all theſe /Cauſes require a-rc-hearing ; 
and without this we cannot eaſily avoid 
having a hand in our Neighbours 


* Blood. 


Deliver me, O Lord, from this 1nju- 
ftice; and for as many, as. I have hi- 
therto wrong'd in this kind, 1 beſeech 
thee, O God, in thy mercy abundantly 
to recompence the injury I have done. [ 
pray for them now, and this ſatisfa&tion 
I will make them, to pray for them, as 
long as I live. And for the future, ſo 
ftrengthen me, I beſeech thee, by thy 
Grace, that I may govern my Tongue 
anu 
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and my Ears, that1 may never have any 
part in Defaming my Neighbour ; but 
may ever reprove and diſcourage thole, 
who prattice it ; for thus only can that: 
Bl.od be waſh'd off, in which I haye ſo 
often dip'd my hands. 
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EPIS-I LE. 
Galat. C. 4. V. 22. ends V, 31. 


HR we are not Children of the 
Servant, but of the Free-woman, by . 
the liberty, with which Ckriſt has made us 
free. In this Epiſtle, S. Paul lays be- 
fore us the -great advantage of Chrifti- 
ans above thoſe of the Old Law 3 ſhew- - 
ing the Fews to be a Carnal and World- - 
ly People, animated with a Slaviſh Spi- 
rit, and figur'd by the Seed of. Agar, 4=- 
br abam's Servant : Whilſt the Chriftians + 
he proves to be the true Children of: 
God, Heirs of Eternal Life, and bleſs'd- 
with that liberty, wherewith Chrift has 
made them free, and therefore figur'd © 
in the Seed of Sarah a Free-Woman As 
trabam's Wite. . This then is the Cha. . 
racer giyen þy S. Pal, of a true Chris .. 
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ftian; That he is one, who enjoys a 
certain liberty of Spirit, by which being 
fce2d, through Chriſt, from all the fin- 
fal Bonds of the Fleſh and the Worid, 
he is united to God, as to his Father; 
he loves him with the tenderneſs of a 
Child ; he runs to him with the Confi- 
dence of a Child ; he regards him, as 
his Sovereign Goeod ; prefers him before 
all things ; conſecrates to him his whole 
Life; and all this, as ſpur'd on by the 
true Spirit of Chriſt. Theſe are cer- 
tainly very great advantages of a Chri- 
ftian, and a great Bleſſing to thoſe Hap- 
- Þy ones, who taſte their Sweetnels, and 
experience them within their Souls. But 
then, on the other fide, are they nat 
the Subjedt of as great terrour and con- 
fifion to all thoſe, who diſcover none of 
theſe marks of true Liberty ; ſince hence, 
they have too much ground to conclude, 
that however, in their Baptiſm, they 
have been entitled to the Freedom of 
the Adopted Children of God, yer they 
are ſo miſcrable; as to live in Slavery, 
and deſerve no other place, than to be 
rank*d with the Fews, as being truly 
no other than the Fews of the New 
Lzw ? And God knows how great the 
number of theſe age. 


Amongft 
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Amongſt theſe, we muft certainly 
reckon all thoſe, who are Slaves to any 
Vice or Paſſion, who live in habitual fin, 
and think. fo little of breaking their 
Chains, that they efteem themſelves 
well as they are, and ſeek not heartily 
for ſuch Means, by which they may hope 
to be (et at liberty. Then, let thoſe 
confider, how near they approach tv 
this unhappy ſtate, who having their 
hearts wholly poſſeſs'd with the buſineſs 
of this World, have their thoughts 
ſo quite ſwallow'd up in this vSoli- 
citude and Concern, that they are not ſo 
much as touch'd with the - concern of 
their Souls, Let thoſe too conſider it, 
who being eager and liyely about every 
thing elſe, look coldly on every thing 
that belongs to God, and take but yery 
little or no pains in ſuch Aﬀairs, where- 
on their Salvation depends. Let thoſe 
again confider it, who make ſuch an un- 
equal diftribution of their Time and 
Employment, as to give almoft all to -- 
the World, and almoſt nothing to God: 
Who, when they are toſpend one quar- 
ter of an hour in Prayer, are ſo uneakte, 
that they ſeem to ſurfeit 3 but when 
they are calPd to Creatures and their 
Diverſions, are then in true ſatisfaFion, 
and even Tranſports of Joy. Laftly, 


Let all thoſe conſider this poigt, whe 
lve. 
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live according to the ordinary method 
of the World, ſubje&t to the common 
Failings and Paſſhons of Men, going on 
in a cuſtomary track of ſeeming Devoti- 
0:1, but without a ſerious application to 
any means,. by which they may gain up- 
on themſelves in the reformation of their 
Lives :. Let theſe confider it, I ſay, and 
{ce, whether they can reckon themſelves 
in the number of thoſe, who are mov d 
by the Spirit of Chrift; and deliver'd 
from the Slavery of their Paſſions ; if 
they can, it muft be, by ſuppoſing the 
Spirit of Chriſt to abide within them 
Barren, without Fruit or Action, and 
leaving them inſenſible of the miſery of 
their condition ; which is indeed quite 
contrary to that Idea, the Scripture 
£ives of it, and more reſembles a State 
of Death, than the Spirit of Life, 

*Tis true, it cannot be pretended, 
there are any in this World, enjoying 
that pecfett liberty, ſoas to be exempt 
from that General Slavery, which be- 
longs toall, as we are born in fin. As 
many as come into this World, are born, 
aSitwere ina Priſon, whence there's nv 
Delivery but by Death; as long as we 
are in it, we are expos'd to infinit Dif- 
ficulties, continual Troubles and Necef- 
fities: We are dragg'd on every day to- 
wad Death, like Criminals carrying to 
EXCCu» 
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Execution, without any power of refi- 
ſting : We are ſubjed to the Corruption 
of the Body, we have not Our very 
Souls at command ; but our Spirit is ve- 
ry often poſleſs'd, even againft our 
Wills, with a thouſand impious . and 
wicked Fancies, and our Wills diftratted 
with as many Inclinations, which we 
cannot prevent. This is the condition 
of all, as many as come into this World, 
whether Great or Little, Good or Bad. 
I'ut then with this difference ; that. the 
Wicked and Imperfe&t Chriſtians, give 
up the cauſe, ſo ſurrender themſelves 
and approve of this Slavery, that to 
them it becomes voluntary and. of choice, 
which before was only Natural and a- 
gainft their Wills, and thus yield obedi- 
ence to all its Laws and Direttions : The 
Good, on the other fide, confefling,the 
Juſtice of this State, ſubmit to it with 
Patience, as to all the Troubles and end- 
leſs Contradiftions of it ; but then, as 
fras its Inclinationsand Suggeſtionsare 
contrary to the Law of God, rhey make 
War againft it, and are ſo ftriatly on 
the watch, that however it has got the 
poſſeſhon of Nature, yet . they keep 
their Will in their own power : So that 
though they find it often furiouſly af 
fanlted, yet they ftill ftand on the de- 
fenſiye ;* It by chance or ſurprize, they 


looſe 
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looſe ground, they tilt recover it again * 
if any breach be made, they ftill repaiTk 
it : And thus weakning by degrees their 
Enemy, they enjoy a ſort of Peace and 
Liberty; notwithſtanding all the Slave- 
Iy; and this isthat Liberty, with which ' 
Chrift has made us free. 

"Tis the enlarging and perfeRing this 
liberty,is the buſineſs of this preſent time 
of Lent, whilſt by Faſting, Self-denials, 
Mortification, and uſftng our beſt endea- 
vours, we are encourag'd to leffen the 
Bonds of our Slavery and Corruption ; 
and by Alms, Prayer, Reading and 0- 
ther Devotions to raiſe up our Minds to 
the earneft deſire of Peace, and fo 
ſtrengthen our hearts againſt all at- 
tempts of our Enemies, that we may 
come to the Liberty of the Children of 
God, and by being his Children, be 
tikewiſe the Heirsof his Kingdom..Grant 
us, O God of Power and Goodneſs, this 
Liberty at preſent, that we may at 
tength obtain this Inheritance. 


Mundy 


Munday. 
F ourth VYeek mm Lent. 
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3 Kings C. 3. V. 16. to the end. 


HE other Wman ſaid ; Let it be nei- 

ther mine nor thine, but divide it 

Thus ſaid the Woman diſputing with her 
Companion, before Salomon, concerning 
the live Child : And by this Salomon 
judg'd her not to be the Mother of it. 
As long as we are herein this World,we 
feel great Struggles and Diſputes within 
us, and variety of claims made to our 
Souls, Almighty God makes his de- 
mands on one fide, and produces ſuffici- 
ent Titles, to: ſhew we belong to him, 
and the claim he lays, is to all; Fz, 
prebe mihi cor tuum. Give me thy heart; 
Thon ſhalt love me with all thy Heart, 
with all thy Soul, with all thy Strength, 
and with all thy Mind. And there are 
ſome ſo happily affifted by his Grace, 
_ that indeed they give all to him, ſerving 
him with all their power; letting his 
Will be equally their Guide in all they 
do, and their SatisfaRtion in all thycn 
2 els 
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fer: The complying with their Duty is 
their great concern ; if they meet with 
oppoſition, they refift what is evil, and 
ſubmit with patience to whatever is not 
in their power to remedy ; they uſe the 
World and Creatures, as far as Neceſſity 
obliges ; but are ever watchful to avoid 
all thoſe Abuſes, which Vanity,Curioſity, 
or the love of pleaſure ſuggefts : Thus, 
inſtead of ſerving themſelves, they with 
all ſincerity ſerve God, and are ever do- 
ing the buſineſs of their Father in Hea- 
ven : *Twas this David pray'd for, when 


he cryed out : Fiat cor meum immacula- ' 


tum; Let my heart be pure, and wholly 
thine, O Lord, without mixture ; that 
ſo I may never be confounded. 

The Devil however, on the other 
fide, makes his claim too ; and *tisto all ; 
earneftly ſolliciting, that as many Souls 
as are created, would entirely renounce 
all Obedience to the Law of God, and 
fubmit to him. Mztte te deorſum ; Ca#l 
thy ſelf down; is what he ſays to all : 
And there are too many, ſo unfortunate- 
ly miſerable,as to ſurrender themſelves, 
by acknowledging no ties on them,either 
of Religion or Conſcience, but let the 
irregularity of their corrupt Deſires be 
the rule of all they do; And thus they 
become wholly- his. But however, it 


he cannot obtain thus far, Tatber than ' 


IVE 
give 


_—_— i ad. rw Ah i A. — «. _ Xa 


Munday fourth Week in Lent. 161 


give up his right, he criesout, Divide ; 
Let th:m be divided . 1f they may not be 
entirely mine, let them be mine in part : 
And thus evidently diſcovers, how une 
juſt his claim is 3 being ftill contented, 
ſo he can but take us, even this way 
out of his hands, who is truly our Fa- 
ther. 

By this Artifice, he makes his great- 
eft advantage, amongſt Chriftians at 
left ; for 'tis to be hoped, they are not 
| ſo very numerous, who give themſelves 
wholly up to a reprobate ſenſe : But as 
to thoſe, who divide themſelves betwixt 
God and the Devil, 'tis to be fear'd 
theſe are beyond all number. In this 
unhappy Lift are to be reckon'd that 
vaſt body of Chriſtians, who retaining a 
ſenſe, though very imperfett, of their 
* Duty to God and their own Souls, ſay 
ſome Prayers at home every Morning, 
and are often preſent at the Publick 
Worſhip of the Church ; but then, as to 
the reſt of the Day, give themſelves 
rhat liberty, that whether it be by the 
pra&tice of Swearing, Curling, Exceſhve 
Drinking, Gaming, and variety of 0- 
ther Licentiouſneſs, they never fail to 
ſhew, that the Devil has a part in them : 
So that if they pay their Homage daily 
to God by Prayer, they are as conſtant 
in making their Sacrifice to the —_— in 

tneir 
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their Vicious Extravagancies. *Tis by 
this method the greateſt part of Chrifti= 


up to a Form, ani ſeem truly to acknow- 
' ledge God, i offering him every day 
'F ſome of their Thonghts, ſome of their 
Words, and it may fone of their Atti- 
0i15-; yet when is-the day, they make 
not the like acknowledgment to the Dz- 
'F vil, by yielding him obedience, in folow- 
| 10g his Suggeſtions, and offending God 

| in Thoughts, Words and in Deeds ? A 
like Divifion they make of their Timz, 

| of their Care a»d Solicitude, of their 
[ Money and of whatever elſe belungs to 
them 3 God coming in ſometimes for a 
| ſhare, and the Devil for a Greater ; for 


| reckon too how much is ſpent on Yanity, 
| Pride, Exceſes and to feed their Vives ; 
| and *twill ſoon appear on which fide is 
| the much greater proportion, or rather, 
that there's no proportion at all. Under 
this head then come in as many as live 
in any vicious praQice : and 1 fear a 
, great numher of thoſe, who ſeem good 
mgrat men and are Fuſt in giving to eve- 
ry one their due; for however Heaven 
has bleſs*d them with a good Natural 
temper, and upon the Principles of their 
Conſtitution, they are generally very 
Sincere, Eriendly, Compaſionate an 


. . 
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ans miſcarry; for however they keep- 


if they give ſome Alms ; let them but 
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Juft : yet inas much as there is wanting 


, in them that more ſolid Foundation of 


the Love of God, hence there ariſes a 
great mixture in their Lives ; and, tho" 
it be not always appareut, yet with all 
their Goodneſs and Juſice, to their 
Neighbour, there is commonly ſome 
great Injuftice to God and their own 
Souls, in ſome affetted irregularity, by 
which the Devil holds his right in 
them. 

Hence it is, many others ought to be 
very apprehenſive of themſelves, who 
att on better Principles, that is, not of 
Nature, but of -Dnty and Religion : 
For however they may advance ſo far in 
a regular and exemplar Life, as tojudge 
themſelves and be reputed, as truly be- 
longing to God ; yet, if they unfortu- 
nately take the liberty, in any one point, 
to tranſgreſs their Duty ; not in any no- 
torious or ſcandalous crime, but even 
in judging raſhbly or diſcourſing unchari- 
tably of their Neighbour, this one Ha« 
bitual ſin makes an evident Diviſion in 
their Souls; and if, depending on their 
Religious Practices, they ſeem to hope, 
that God has a fharein them ; they need 
not doubt, from one vicious practice, to 
conclude, that the Devil has his too : 
And then, what is the unhappy conſe- 
quence of this, but that, in reality, they 
belong 
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belong not to God at all? For if 4 /:ttle 
Zeaven, as S. Paul ſays, corrupts the whole 
lump + and no Man can ſerve two Mas- 
flers ; "tis plain, that even one indulg'd 
ſin, that is mortal, wholly defiles the 
Soul x and he that in ſuch caſe pays ho- 
mage to the Devil, can truly pretend to 
no other Maſter. This ſeems a ſevere 
Dotrine, but however, upon due confi- 
deration, I don't find, any thing can be 
bated of it. And therefore, *tis what 
ought to ſet us ona very ftridt watch ; ſo 
- that, however we may be ſubjeQ to ma- 
ny Infirmities, yet we are ftill to be very 
careful, never to give way to any one 
Mortal offence, eſpecially as to render it 
cuſtomary ; for that by this means, we 
are in a ftate of being for ever loſt to 
our Heavenly Father, and become en- 
tirely his, who by Diviſion, pretends 
. only to a ſmall part, but truly gains the 
whole. 

Deliver us, O' God, from -this fatal 
errour, and if we have been hitherto 0- 


verſeen, we now beſeech to-have mercy - 


on us and forgive all that is paſt :-We 
here acknowledge thee to be our Father, 
and defire to live thy Children : And for 
this end here beg thy Grace, that "the 
Devil may have no. part in us : No;dear 
Lord, 'tis thou art our Father 5 And 
now 
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now in the Spirit of Children, we pro- 
nounce thoſe ſacred words ; Our Father 
who art in Heaven ; And defire, as often : 
as we ſhall repeat them, to renew our 
Fidelity to Thee. 


Tueſday # 


Fourth W eek in Lent. 
LESSON. | 
Exod. C, 32. V.7. ends V. 14+ 
©g ſaid to Moſes ; Go down from the 


Mount ; for thy people has Sin'd, 
which thou brought'ſt out of Egypt * they - 
bave ſoon forſaken the way, which thou 
ſhewd'ſt them, Paſtors have a charge 
from God of their Flock, -and this muſt 
neceflarily ſuffer, if they are wanting ih 
their duty, Happy are they who ex- 
pole their people to: no other hazard, 
than while they take time, like Moſes, 
to converſe with God, and attend to their 
ow#n'Spiritual affair. But then how many 
| will follow them, if deluded by the 
P#X, World, or of Sloth, or of Cow- 
ardife, they are prevail'd on to omit 
the greateſt part of their duty, and 
thus give opportunity to their _ of 

| Or- 
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forſaking the ways of Juſtice ? God will 
not ſay to them, Go down, for your people 
have Sig'd; but in the Spirit of terror, 
will demand an account of all thoſe fins, 
which have been the conſequence of 
their Neglett. 

But however negligent Paſtors will be 
thus <all'd to a ftri& account ; yet wit 
this be no excuſe to the people, ſoas to 
deliver them from the deſerv'd puniſh- 
ment juftly due to their ſins : and there- 
fore it ought to be their care, ſtill to 
preſerve their Innocence, and to con- 
clude no circumſtances will be allow'd, 
as a ſufficient juftification, if they fall 
into any crime. As the condition of our 
nation is, *tis impoſſible every one can 
have that aſfiftance from their Paftor, 
as their circumſtances might otherwiſe 
require. Some have not the opportuni- 
ty of ſeeing one in ſeveral weeks; and 
hence they often want him for inftruti- 
on, for direion, for a Comfort in 
trouble, for a Help in Sickneſsz Nay 
hence many die withont him. But how- 
ever, 'tis moſt certain, whatever fins 
they fall into, in this want of his aſſift- 
ance, they highly provoke Heaven, as 
we ſee here in this offence of the Few, 
and a ſevere account will be demari 
them. | 


dof. 


How 


Tueſday fourth in Week in Lent. 167 


How great then ought to be the dili- 
gence of all ſuch who live in theſe un- 
happy circumſtances? Firft in Mafters of 
Families, to keepup a regular diſcipline 
amongſt thoſe under their charge, to ſee, 
that the duties of Sundays and Holydays 
be obſerv*d to the beſt of their power : 
and tho* they have not the opportunity 
of aſſiſting perſonally at the publick 
Worſhip of the Church on every day of 
Obligation, yet never to fail in ſummon- 
ing their Family together on ſuch days, 
ſoasto hear Maſs in Spirit at leaft ( as 
$. Francis Sales adviſes) and perform- 
ing all the devotions of the Liturgy ; 
which may be done with great benefit, 
eſpecially if they take care, they be firft 
inftruted how to do it: then to meet a= 
gainata convenient hour in the After» 
noon, for the ſaying Even-Song 1n PTri- 
rate, or ſuch other Prayers, 2s every one 
may fin1 proper for themſelves: and 
here it will be very well, their devotions 
be concluded with ſome one reading a 
Chapter ina Spiritual Book 2loud to the 
whole company,and that this exerciſe of 
Reading afterwards in private or pub- 
lick, as .circumſtances will permit, be 
earneſtly recommended to” them : a 
watchful diligence being ever us'd for 
the baniſhing from their Families all 
thoſe ſcandalous Exerciſes and Diverſt- 

ALS O11S, 
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ons, with which too many prophane 
theſe days. 

Then for Private perſons ; how regy- 
lar ought they to be in all ſuch pious 
exerciſes, as are neceſſary for a Chriſti- 


an and Holy Life; how careful in a- 


voiding all fin, as much as may be, and 
all dangers of it 3 and above all things, 
not tolive in the cuſtom -of any vicious 
pradtice, ſuch as renders them enemies 
to God, and ſets them at a diftance from 
him ! For certainly, fince they have not 
thoſe Helps and Remedies at hand, that 


may be neceſſary for them;it ought to be | 


their buſineſs to ſecure themſelves, by a 
more than ordinary Diligence 3; and fo 
to live, that if Death ſhould ſurpriſe 
them, they might till hope in God's in- 
finit Mercy, and not let the abſence of 
their Paſtor be the occaſion of caſting 
them into deſpair. 

But the inſtruction of this days Leſ- 
ſon is not confin*d to people of theſe ill 
circumſtances ; it belongs to others too ; 
for is it not generally the misfortune of 
moft Chriſtians, too ſoon to forſake the 
way, which God ſhews them ? How oft- 
en happens it, that from what we Read 
or Hear, or from the ſuggeſtion of ſome 
Serious Thoughts, we are made truly 
ſenſible of our failings, and ſhewn the 
way we ought to Walk in; Andtho ys 
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be follow'd with ſomething we call a 
Refolution;yet ſuch is dur milery,as ſoon 
as ſome other affairs make theſe better 
thoughts give place, juſt as if Moſes 
had turn'd his back, we preſently re= 
turn to our former method, and forget 
the way that was ſhewfivs ? The truth 
is, we eaſily approach ſo near our duty, 
2s to be pleas'd with the proſpect of a 
Virtuous life, and the Taft of Holineſs, 
we receive from the lively jrapreſſion 


of a good Book or diſcourſe, is grateful 


tous; and hence we are willing to hope 


E.ve have advanc'd - ſomething towards 


that perfeftion , Chriſtianity recom- 
mend, to us : when- God knows we are 
many times at a great diſtance from it : 
tor though it be a very good fign to be 
pleas'd with the taft of what is good, as 
ſhewing the Soul tb be well inclin'd; yet 
there's a very great differenc2 between 
being pleas'd .with the Thoughts of 
Good, and being really ſo; ſince thoſe 
pleaſing apprehenſions are often follow'd 
with relapſes into very great failings, 
with confiderable Neglects, Over-lights 
and Raſhneſs, which thoſe take care to 
avoid, who labor to be Chriſtians,. not 
only when retir'd in their Cloſets, and 
in Thought, but likewiſe in their lives 
and actions» 


Theſe 
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Theſe refleR, that thoſe Thoughts of 
Virtu2, with which Almighty God oft- 
en viſits them, will be noadvantage, ex- 
cept they come to have ſuch an influence 

as (0 dire their ations, to be an ef- 
feftual means of reclaiming them from 
all that is irregular in them, and thug 
bring forth fruit in their lives. For 
this end they are nut contented with 
thoſe paſſing thoughts of Good, whigh 
-occur in. time of Reading or Praying, 
but often ſtrive to recall the ſame oyer 
again in the day, they know they muſt 
be often repeated, before they can hope 
for any £004 effect; they are (enfible of 
the oppoſition Nature and ill Cuftom 
will make againſt them, and therefore 
endeavour to guard them ' with Dili 
gence, Conftancy and a true Chriftiar 
Solicitude, and uſe all the Means their 
Dire&tor recommends to them 2: For 0- 
therwiſe what will it avail to have Good 
Thoughts, if like the Good Seed on the 
hizh-way, they are negletted, and ſoon 
trampled nncer foot by whatever comes 
ext ? Theſe can poſſibly bring forthnoſl 7 
fruit; they may be pleaſing, but will 
certainly be barren, and will no other- 

wile anſwer th2 ends of Chriftianity, 1 
than the Seed on the. Bigh-way can (atis£z;, 
fy the expeQation of the Husbandman- ly j 
This negleQ 1s a principal reaſon in t00Jte,, 
many 
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many that their Amendinent ſcldom 
goes beyond their own thoughts, be- 
cauſe whatever promiſing Aprehenfions 
they have, they only ſerve to ſhew them 
the way, but are too weak truly to lead 
theminto it. 

Great is our miſery 1n this particular, 
and we can have no remedy for it, but 
from thee O God! Help us then with 
thy powerful Grace, in this our diftreſy, 
and ſo ſtrengthen us in the proſecution 
of all that is god, that we may not on- 
ly think of Holineſs, while we have our 
Bouks in our hands, but ſo carry on our 
defigns, that our Reſolutions may ap» 
pear in our lives. 


Wedneſday 


Fonrth Week in Lent. 
LESS ON; 
Iſaiah. C. 1.V. 16. ends V. 19. 


TV Hough your Sins be 4s Scarlet,they ſha 
become white as Snow, though they 


IS Yb red as Crimſon, they ſhall be made white 


mans woot, We being fo far advanc'd in 


n £00 
m2a0Y 


ſhould 


Lent, *tis yery reaſonable, we 
| T 2 now 
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'now enter upon a review of our felyez, 
and lee whether we are (ſo careful in the 
ob{trvance of it, as to hope for that 
good effet, the Church propoſes to all 
ſ{uch as keep it as they ought, The end 
weare to aim at, in the due obſervance 
'of this Holy time, is the ſame GoJ pro- 


a are, | | N 
miſes in this Days Leffon, to wit, the 7 
entire pardon of all our fins, ſo that ,, 
however grievous they may have been,  ;, 


though as red as Scarlet, yet now we 
are to hope to become pure and unde- 
fil'd, and be made white as Snow. kf ;; 
this the way we are in? Do we make ,, 
Tuch uſe of this time, as to have reaſon x. 
to hope for this goodeffett in our Souls? If jj; 
*Tis this we ought to enquire into at T; 
* Preſent, that ſo, we may not, like the ;n; 
Zews, obſerve this Solemn Faſt in vain. jr 
For our dire&ion in this point, Almigh-W yj 
ty God has here laid down two ConditrY ren 
-ons, abſolutely neceflary for the ren} tha, 
dring our Faſts cffeQual; and without tha 
which, he declares, they will be whollyF gyr 
fruitleſs and barren. Ruteſcite - agerlÞÞ no 
perverſe ; Diſcite benefacere. Ne il qui; 
cludes them in theſe few words ; CealYl ther 
from doing evil ; Learn t0 do Good. *I1Y yſya 
on theſe Terms, he promifes, Though ceſ; 
our Sins be red as Crimſon, they ſhall 6% 
made white as Wooll, 


Wh 
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What then, though we ſee many Faſt. 
ers: what tho' we ſee many frequent- 
ing the Sacraments ?. Do all theſe obtain 
the Promiſes ? No; no more of them, 
than perform the Conditions. Such as 
20 01 with Faſting, and carry on their 
ſins too, cannot expett the Promiſes 
made to.thoſe, who ceaſe from doins evil, 
The Promiſe is conditional, ard is truly 
nothing to them, who are not ſollicituus 
topzrform what is requir'd. Here then 
is the great matter of ſurpriſe, that 
while Pardon of our fins is only offer'd 
us 0n theſe terms, we pretend to labour 
and hope for it in this Holy time, and 
yet ſo g0-08 after the. o!d way, that we 
ſhew our keeping of Lent, only on our 
Tables, in the diftintion of our Diet ; 
and not in the more than ordinary regu- 
harity of our Lives. It were to be 
wiſth'd, we could make this time more 
remarkable for the change of o.ir ſelves, 
than for. the alteration of our Diet; and 
that it might be obſcrvable in us, tho” 
our. Tables were never. ſeen. I would 
not have our Adverſaries be put to en- 
qQuire, Why we eat no Fleſh: Dut ra- 


J ther; Why this Man do's not Swear as 


ulual ®Why this other Drinks not to Ex= 
cels, as uſual ? Why this declines Ga- 


J ning, or other dangerous Company and 


Entercainments? Why this has cut off 
I' 3 {8 


». 
Su . 
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ſo much of bis Expenſive Vanity ? Why 
this is not ſo Paſſhonate or Quarrelſome, 
as ordinary ? Why theſe «iicourie not 
freely uf their Neighbour, as uſual? 
Why theſe throw not away their Money 
with their accuſtom Prodigality ? 
Thus ought we all make fuch Re 
trenchments, at this time, in all thoſ 
Diſorders we obſerve in our ſelves, ſoas 
to give ſufficient grounds of Wonder to 
as many as know us, and evidently cot 
vince them of it being Lent; without 
conſulting our Tables, but only by the 
change of our Lives. *1's on theſe Cor 
ditions, we may hope for a good ce 
of onr Faſting, and by ceaſing to 
evil, expe(t that Mercy God has pro- 

mis'd. | 
-* But howeyer, we are ſtil] to take one 
ftep farther, and not only ceaſe to do 
evil, but learn to do good 3; And the good 
hereexpreſly mention'd, is in regard of 
our Neighbour 3 To love Juſtice, to 
ſuccour the Oppreffed, to be juſt to the 
Orphan, to defend the Widow. Our 
daily Failings and common Miſcarriage 
of our Soul, are generally in regard of 
onr Neighbour ; and if we ſeriouſly 
think of making our Peace with God, it 


muſt be, by giving evident proof of out pan 
amendment in tho'e very particulars,JOp 


where we acknowledge our fins = Vot 
een, 


lars, 
have 
een. 
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been: And therefore, there betng nu- 
thing but Charity , that can ſatishe for 
that want of Charity, we have hitherto. 
had, it ought to be our preſent buſ- 
ne, to labour for an eminent degree of 
this, Now 'tis moſt evident, this 
Charity or Love of our Neighbour, is 
not an idle or nnattive Virtue, which 
an lie till in our Soul, but if it be there, 
It certainly puts it upon ation, and on 
al occaſions ever moves the Will, to 
procure our Neighbour's good, and 
carefully avoid whatever may do him 
any kind of prejudice; ſo that if ever 
the cauſe of our injur'd Neighbour, of 
the Orphan or Widow, be brought be-. 
fore us, it obliges us to be their Advo= 
ates, and eſpouſe their intereit. And 
though Chriftians may proteſt within 
themſelves, they-would certainly To fo, 
If ever it were in their power to do- 
them this right, ITay, they have this 
often in their power: Foras often as they 
lave the cauſe of any 4bſent befure 
them, whoſe reputation is either que= 
ſtion'd or condemn'd, (o often have they 
the Cauſe of the Orphan and H#7.low ;. the 
abſent being like them, truly in diftreſs; 
And if they then joyn with the Com- 
pany, in laying more weight on the 
Oppreſſed, and by their concurring 
Votes, help to ruiae their cauſe, they 
I 4 th20 
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then take part with the Multitnde, with- 
oat regard fo Fuſtice,and moſt certainly 
act againſt Cha-zry, which as S, Paul fays, 
3/inks :9 evil, much leſs ſpeaks no evil of 
any, And this, whatever the I:grati- 
tude or Wickeineſs of Men may be ; for 
fac? their ftate is not yet unchangeable, 
but they are ftill capable of becoming 
the Children of God ; fince they have 
the Church and Sacraments open to 
tliiem ; fince they have the Bowels of 
God's infinit Mercy ready to receive 
tiem ; what pretext can wehave to Cx- 
clude them from our Charity, and not 
rather expreſs towards them the great: 
et tsadernels poſhble, as being Objedhs 
rhac truly deſerve the greateſt compaſh: 
on ? And therefore whenever we g0+ 
bout, upon the pretext of their Malice, 
or Ingratituce, to think our ſelves ut 
«cr no obligation of ſhewing any Chi 
ricy to them; I cannot but fear, at the 
{ime tine, we bod Arguments to & 
ciucle our ſelves from the Mercy 
God; fince our Ingratitude and Wick- 
edneſs in regard of him, ſurpaſſes al 
that elſewhere can poſhbly be imagin'd, 
if then our Charity reaches not beyon! 
deſert, with what face of confidenc? 
can we pretend to ask or expect 1t fr ol 
Almighty God ? 
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Let us therefore, in conſideration of 
our own intereſt, extend our Charity 
toall ; Let us thus-endeavour to do the 
Good, God requires of us, that ſo, by 
fulfilling the Conditions, our Faſts may 
be acceptable, and we obtain that par- 
don, we ſo much ſtand in need of. And 
thou, O God of infinit Charity, help 
us in this our Duty ; for though it be 
compris'din a few words, of ceaſing to do 
Evil, and learning to do good ; yet it is a 
great work, and we confeſs, of our 
ſelves, we ſhall certainly fail in the per- 
formance : Pour forth therefore, we be- 
ſeech thee, thy Grace into our Souls, 
and enable us to fulfil all thy Commands, 
- then, Lord, command what thou. : 
Wits 


Thurſday. 
Fourth Week.in Lent. 
LESSON, 
4 Kings C. 4. V.25. ends V.38. 


E*5 a ſaid to his Servant : Tuke My 

raff 21d gor If thou meer'ſt ai 
one, ſalute bim not ,\ and if any one ſalutes 
thee, anſwer him not; and. put my Staff on 


#he Child's Face. This was the Command 
of the Prophet to his' Servant, when he 
ſent him, to raiſe the Shunamite's Son to 
Life. This ſame is the buſineſs, we ge- 
rerally have on our hands, to give Life 
to our Souls, and deliver them from 
that Death, which fin brings on us ; and, 
1dt to miſcarry i in this work, we cannot 
Co better, than carefully obſerve the 
Prophet's Diretions There are great 
numbers, who touch'd with the Light of 
Go, are, have a Clear fight of that 
darkneſs, in which they lie; and, as 
Men inſpir'd, feem relſoly'd to reſcue 
themſelves from that Slay ery and Death 
which oppreſſes them; when not re- 
garding the Prophet's hey 

.- they 
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they ſalute thoſe they meet, an1 intend- 
ig nothing more, than to be Civil to 
their Old Acquaintance, are by them 
diſcourag'd from their pious undertak- 
ing, and even laugh'd into their former 
Engagements of fin. One would think, 
z0 be Czvil, is a qualification not at all 
unbecoming a Chriſtian 3 and yet the 
greateſt part of the World is ſo corrupt, 
and thoſe Cuſtoms now receiv*d and 
prattis'd even by perſons of Reputation, 
have ſo much of Danger, if not of 
Evil, mix'd with them, or at leaft en- 
tail'd on them, that whoever is reſolute 
in following the Maxims and Rules of: 
the Goſpel, is under an obligation of 
being Rude, and muſt neceffarily break 
receiv'd PraQices in ſo many Occurren- 
ces, that he cannot well eſcape the cen-- : 
ſure of being Uncivil. . 

See but the ways of the World : 
There is ſo much of downright, Vice and * 
Wickedneſs in the ordinary courſe of” 
great numbers call'd Chriftians, ' that * 
tis plain, their Friendſhip is an enemy 
to God ; and whoever ſalutes theſe, ſo - 
as to comply with them; and be civil, 
% they term it, muft neceffarily ſhake | 
tands' with the Commandments,. with 
Conſtience and the. Praftice of- Reli-; 
gi0ns. 


A ad-. 
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And for ſuch, as are ſome degrees 
before theſe, I mean that confiderable 
number of Catholicks, who pretend tv 
Religion, who obſerve ſome order as 
to their Prayers and Deyotion, and 
ſeem to renounce whatever is evidently 
ſinful and ſcandalous ; I ay, as to thele, 
Salute them. not : For they have {0 wi- 
den'd the narrow way, and made the 
Life of a Chriſtian, to be a Life of 
much Divertiſement, of ſo much Li» 
bzrty, of Vanity, of Curioſity, of Pro- 
digality 3 that the Goſpel-Spirit is quite 
out of faſhion with them, and they 
know not what Seif-denial, what Morti- 
Hcation, what taking up the Croſs, 
what forſaking the World, or the true 
Spirit of Penance is: And if in thy way 
of recovering thy Soul from fin, thou 
happen'ſt to ſalute and ftrike in with 
theſe, thou art in evident danger of ne- 
ver coming to that life thou ſeekeſt; 
thou wilt bedrawn in to a Life of eaſe; 
and if thou engageſt not in open fin, 
thou wilt at leaft be in Iove with the oc- 
caſions of it, be fond of what is danger- 
ous, and be contented to live on the 
brink of a Precipice, but. certainly at a 
great diſtance from that way, which the 
Goſpel ſhews and recommends, the way 
that leads to Life, 


Look 
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Look till again to others, who are 
in another rank before theſe, who are 
more cautious and. referv'd, who have 
cut. off moſt of the Extrayagancies' of 
Youth, and are exemplar among their 
Neighbours : And yet if thou meeteft 
theſe, Salute them not, nor tnink all 
that to be Holy, or even: allowable, 
which thou behold' in them ; for eyen 
theſe have corrupted their ways; they 
take ſo much liberty in their Diſcour- 
ling, are ſo eaſte in making their Paſ- 
fions reaſonable and juſt, are ſo free in 
Judging, ſo little concern'd in their un- 
neceſſary Expences both of Time and 
Money, are ſo indecently haſty in their 
Devotions, ſo remiſs in their Fafting, 
{o little recolle&ed and prepar'd in fre- 
quenting the Sacraments, with yariety 
of ſuch other Failings, that if thou 
jpyneſt with theſe, thou art in danger of 
being ſtop'd in thy way ; thou muft paſs 
them by, and not let the authority of 
reputed Good People, prevail with thee, 
to think thy ſelf afe and well in every 
thing thou . ſeeſt praQis'd by them. 
Whilft then thou art upon the Prophets 
Meſiage, in ſeeking Life for thy Soul, 
follow the Prophet's direQions ; if thou 
meeteſt any) Salute them not ; and if any 
ſalute thee, anſwer them not, 


But 
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But what! Are Chriſtians then ſode- 
pray'd ; that there are none fit for a 
pour Penitent to joyn with, in his way 
to Life ? Truly 'tis no raſhneſs to con- 
clude, the Lives of moſt Chriſtians to 
be very imperfe& and corrupt : And 
he that has told me, There are many 
Call'd, but few Choſen ; aſſures me, 
there are but few qualified for this; 
and-who theſe few are, God only knows, 
They are therefore certainly in great 
danger of being miſled, who reſt ſa- 
tisfied under a quiet mind, for as much 
as there is nothing they do, but thy 
have the Example of other very Sober 
and Pious Chriftians, to authorize and 
juſtifle what. they do. Theſe fay 
for themſelves, Such an one does this ; 
ſuch another does that, who are Perſons 
of Principles and Conſcience : And this 
would be a good defence, could they add 
too 3 That they are certain, theſe Perſons 
never do any thing amiſs, But alas; it 


being moft certain, that theſe very Per- 


ſons do many things, of which they af- 
terwards repent, and for which they re- 
prove themſelves ; it muſt neceffarily 
be unſafe to follow them; and their Au- 
thority may be the means of leading 
others into many imperfe@ions : And I 
don't queſtion, 'tis on theſe grounds of 
Example and Cuſtom, numbers of un- 
diſceri- 
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diſcerning Souls aze carried out of the 
way. 

\hat then are Chriftians to do, who 
defire to avoid this il] condut? They 
muft take the Frophet's Staff in their 
hands, that is, take the advice of ſome 
diſcreet Direftor, aud having learn'd 
from him the Sare and Narrow Way,and 
inform'd themſelves from Scripture and 
otber. good Books, what the Spirit of 
Chrift is, what true Penance is; how 
dangerous.is a Life of Idleneſs-and Eaſe, 
how many dangerous - Practices are au- 
thoris'd by Example and Cuftom, &'. 
then be. carefal to walk on by the help 
of this Staff, and to ſalute none by the 
way, fo as to be perſwaded by their Atl» | 
thority to decline either to the right or” 
to the left; and thus ſhall they find-lite 
for their Souls Help us, O Lord, in 
this our way, and fo firengthen our 
Hearts by thy Grace, that no power or 
perſwaſien, may ever carry us out of the 
path of thy Commandments, or prevail 
01 us to embrace any thing that is- not 
fafe fer our Souls and moſt agreeable 
to thy Holy Spirit Amen, 


Friday 
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3. King. C. 17.V. 17. to the end, 


HE womans Son being dead, She 
ſaid to Elias ; What have 1 to do 


with thee, thou- man of God Art thoy 


come to me, t0 call my Sins to remembrance, 
and kill my Son? The occaſion of this 
Complaint, was not that this woman re- 
pented of the Charity ſhe had ſhewn 
to the Prophet, in entertaining and 
feeding him; but fhe hegan to fear, ſhe 
had not treated this Servant of God with 
that reſpe& as ſhe ought, and that this 
her unworthineſs had provoked Almigh» 
ty God to puniſh her former Sins in the 
death of her Son: -So that they are 
words not of an angry but an Humble 
mind, And though fhe was miſtaken 
in this her conftruion ; fince her Child 
was not taken away to puniſh her,- buf 
that God might be glorified in his Pro- 


phet, by reftoring him to life ; Yet 


this her apprehenſion is an inftruQion 
to us, how careful we ought to be, 1 


treating Holy things holly os 
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with great reſpeCt, and that the want of 
this, isa ready means of drawing God's 
Judgments on our Heads. 

We that are Chriſtians, have the trea. 
fare of God's infinit M=rcies pour'd 
forth upon us; we are; aboveall others, 
encompaſs'd on every file with Bleſ- 
fings : And as the being thus priviledg'd 
with the extraordinary eff=&s of the 
Divine Goodneſs, ex3fts from us the 
zreateſt Tribute' of Thankſziving, Adv- 
ration and Praiſe 3 ſo, there's no Que- 
|on, there's nothing more exaggerates 
the fins of Chriſtians, and regders them 
more provoking, than an inſenſibility, 
Ihgratitude and want of Reſpect under 
theſe wonderful Fayours of the Divine 
Bounty : And if at any time they expe- 


rience the weight of God's Anger on 


them, they need not look for any far- 
ther reaſon, And hence it is, I cannot 
but fear', that however we have infiait 
Helps appointed us by Almighty God, 
the abuſe of theſe very Helps will be the 
condemnation of great numbers of 
Chriſtians, 

'Tisa great Bleſſing God has ordain'd 
for our good in the Sacrifice of- the Al- 
far,” whereby he has provided us a 
Means of obtaining all neceſſary Gra» 
ces, by laying before the Father*the in- 
init Merits of his. Son's Paſſion. _ 

ere 


— — 
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here being off-r'd the Lamb of God 
' himſelf, that is, he that is all Holinels, 
Purity and Perfefion; how great Holi- 
neſs and ſenſe of Reſpect does it require 
on 0:r parts, to-partake of the intend- 
ed Bleſnings: And how eafily may a 
want of that Holineſs and Reſpett 
juſtly due, tura ail thoſe Bleſſings into 
Curſes, and make that be our ruine, 
throug! our faults, which by the Divine 
Govdnels was deſig:1'd for our Salvation? 
How careful then ought all thoſe be, 
who are call'd to the Altar, to let a be- 
coming Gravity, a profound Reverence, 
a true, fincer2 Devotion accompany all 
they do, and never to let Cuſtom dimi- 
niſh in them the ſenſe of their Obligati- 
on ? If it be Holy what they do every 
day, it ought every day to be done ho- 
ily : Nay every day more holily than 
other, ſince every day is the addition of 
a new favour; And if it be Chriſt him- 
felf they offer every day, it ought till 
to be perform'd with a Humility, with a 
Reſpect due to fo Divine a Fandtion. 
And if this be wanting; if inſtead of 
Gravity, there be an indecent Hurry; 
if inftead of Reverence, there be a want 
of ſenſe; if inſtead of Deyotion, there 
be the careleſs way of performing 4 
Task ; I can't tell, how favourably ſuch 
may make up their own accounts, but [ 


apprehend 
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apprehend this to be very highly provoe 
king to him, who knows the true value 
of his own Ble3ings, and rigorouſly ex- 
a&ts from us a return of a laſting Senſe, 

ratitude and Devotion, ſuitable and 
proportion'd to them. 

Alike conftruttion is to be made of 
them , whoſe part it is to affift at this 
Great Oblation: for he that requir'd of 
Moſ-s to pull cff his ſhoes , becauſe the 
ground, wherecn he ftood , was Holy, 
has ſufficiently f1gnificd to us, that our 
Reſpet” and Devotion ought ever to 
be anſwerable to the SanCtity of the Place 
or Perſon , in whoſe preſence weare ; 
and therefore ,: though. many come to 
this Sacrifice of Chriſt's infinit love , and 
are preſent before the Lamb, but with 
miads wholly diftratted, without a ſenſe 
of what they are doing, with an inde= 
cent behavior either in gazing or talk- 
ing , with hearts full of Vanity, or 
any ways encouraging or engag'd in fin; 
may fallly perſwade themſelves,.they are 
acceptably diſcharging a Duty 3*yet I 
think, they have more reaſon ta fear the 
dreadful effe&s of God's anger , who 
thus/preſume to approach the Holy. of 


 Holys with Pollnted, or at leaſt unpre- 


pafed and worldly Souls : for certainly , 
he that requires a great Sanftity on 
our parts , for the worthily — 
al 
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all' his Bleſhngs, muſt neceſſarily be 
exaſperated with our Neglett and In. 


gratitude, when being invited, as his 


Children and Chriftians, to the moſt 
Excellent of -all his Mercys , we come 
indeed, but with the inſenftbility of Sta» 
tues , with the levity of Worldlings, 
or Wickedneſs of Devils. And if this can 
be ſo colonr'd, as to be efteemed the 
Performing what is due , then I think 
the Spiritof Chriſtianity is loft, and 
there's nothing left, but the outward 
Frame of a Uſeleſs Carcaſs, This would 
be indeed a favourable addirion to 
our own libertys , but a great leſſen- 
ing to the 5anftity and Majeſty of our 
God : but fuch , I hope, as will not 
enter into the hearts of many. Chrifti- 
ans; who, upon refletion, muſt needs 
conclude , that God's ſevere chaſtif 
ments of the Jews , heretofore for their 
. GifreſpeR to the Ark, areademonſtra: 
tion\of the great Reverenceand Sanity , 
with! which we are - oblig'd to perform 
every duty that belongs to him , and 
_— that otherwiſe we muſt unayoidably 
- fall like them, under the rigor of his 
Juſtice, rinng Py 

Upon which conſideration, ; 1 could 
wiſh, as often as Chriſtians approach 
before their God to pay him homage, for 
Solemnizing avy. Feſtival , or partaking 
0 


» as 
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of any of the Sacraments, 'they would 
ever remember to prepare themſelves 
with thoſe interior diſpoſitions of Soul, 
as mauy render them true Honorers of 
their Lord , fit them for thoſe Graces he 
has deſfign'd in all his Holy Inftitu- 
tions, and by this means eſcape thoſe 
Judgments, which follow all thoſe , 
who unworthily appear before him. For 
certainly , as Old Szmegn prophecied of 
Chris, that he was come for the Ruin 
and ReſurreFion of many; ſo it is with 
every thing that belongs to 'Chrift': 
They are not things indifferent, which 
ean be without having any effet : no 
they muft either help us or hurt us, 
either ſaye us or cond2mn us, If we per- 
form them, as we ought, we ſhall receive 
a Bleſſing ; but if we are wanting onour 
parts , this' involves ſo great an abuſe 
of God's Mercys, fo great an Ingrati- 
tude , that it muft neceffarily bring to 
Gods remembrance all our fins, and 
move him-to a ju{t revenge. 

Quicken us then, O Lord , withthy 
holy Spirit, that we may perform e- 
very thing that belongs to Thee , with 
a Reſpet and Devotion truly becoming 
thee; that we may not, by-our Inſenfi- 
bility ,' or impiety nohappily draw poy- 
ſon to our'Souls in the abuſe of thy Bleff- 


ings; butſerye thee in Spirit and _— 
an 
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and thus: receive the advantage of all 
thy Mercys. 


Saturday 
Fourtn Week in Lent, 
LESSON. 
Iſaiah C. 49. V. 8. ends V. 15. 


Ay 10 thoſe, who are in chains; Go forth; 
and to ſuch as are in darkneſs ; See the 
light. This whole leffon is a Prophecy 
Chrift; forctelling , that he ſhould re- 
caacile the world to God, gather thoſk 
that were ſcatter'd, be the Guide of his 
people , deliver thoſe in chains , and 
bying light to ſuch as are in darkneſs, 
And :inleed ſo wonderful have been the 
proviſions of his Mercy , that there has 
been nothing wanting in him for the fill 
Ing up all thoſe CharaQters giyen him 
heretofore by the Prophets : and yet, 
behold , notwithſtanding all this, what 
great numbers of Chriſtians are 
there ſtill lying under the oppreſſion of 
heavy chains;{till fitting in the ſhades of 
Darkneſs, as if Chrift had taken no care, 
or done nothing for them? And yet 15 
it not evident , on the other fide , on 
a 
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all the Means of our Redemption are 
General , and whatever he has done or 
ſuffer*d for our deliverance from Death 
and Darkneſs , has been in common for 
all? The misfortune then of all thoſe , 
who are not ſenſible of any effeQs of 
his Pafſhon , muſt be charg'd on them» 
ſelyes, and not on him ; inaſmuch as, 
he having accompliſh'd all on kis part , 
neceſſary for their Salvation , they are 
wholly wanting in what he requires of 
tiem. He ſays to them; Go forth of 
your Chains , and they obey him not : He 
ſays to them 3 Sce the 1:z257; aud they 
hear not his voice. They vainly imagine, 
that after his Sufferings, they are to 
be Say*d gratis , or with out any trou- 
ble or pains on their fide ; where as his 
Paſſion , however . neceſſary to Satisfy 
the Divine Juftice , was not at all in- 
tended to exempt or excuſe us, but 
nther to ſerve us as an Example and 
Rule, how we ought ever to labor and 
ſuffer for the purchaſe of Happineſs, as 
tis Diſciples and Followers. Chriſt ſuf- 
jer'd for us, ſays S. Peter, leaving us 
a Example . that we may follow his ſteps, 
The life of a Chriſtian, then ought to be 
like that of Chrift, laborious and pain= 
ful; f tamen conpatimur , ut © conglo- 
ficemur 5 and there can be no reaſona- 
le hopes of Glory, aftera life , __ 
as 
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has not follow'd upon the ſteps of his 
' Sufferings. tho! 
For as many then as live at their WW {ee 
eaſe , waiting on the Inclinations ofa I ;ce1 
corrupt nature , and the great buſineſs WM yea 
of whoſe lives, is to fatisty themſelves Wl yi, 
in whatever delights, and not to puniſh MW Cha 
themſelves in thoſe Self-denials, which Wl jiver 
are indiſpenſably neceffary for a Chri- Wye 
ftian conqueſt ; nor take that pains in W yith 
thoſe exerciſes of Praying, Reading &. WW prio 
-Which are the proper means of knoy- very 
ing what Virtue is and improving 1n it: Weiths 
as for theſe, I fay, what wonder 1sit the 
if they ſtill lie under the weight of fin, their 
and enflay'd to many Paſhons ; fince Wire 
Chriſt commanding them , to Go forth Epryy 
of their chains , they take no. pains to Ware 
fhake them off ; and bidding them See, MChri 
they will not turn themſelves to the Wray 
light? Theſe may complain indeed of Win y; 
human Weakneſs , but the true groundsFquir: 
of their Miſery , is their Sloth , their 
Self-love, their fear of hurting them 
ſelves , and not being acquainted witi 
that Goſpel Principle, of denyiny thell 
Senſe andPaſſionsthole ſatisfa&ions,which 
are contrary to the Spirit of Chrift : and 
hence living according tothe Method 0 
Unbelievers and Heathens, how ſhoulc 
they expe& the fruits of Chrift's Paſſior 
in their Souls, 'who know nothing of Iſh: 
Spirit,obey not his yoice, n0r underftaus 
his ways ? | A Is 
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Alike conſtruftion is to be made' of 
thoſe half paced Chriſtians, who being 

free from the more ſcandalous. crimes, 

| W cc however ſubject to many confiderable 

MW veaknefſes, and to ſuch imperteftions, 
* WM which eaſily diſcover, they have yet 

1 Wl Chains on them, and partake not of the 

i MW liberty, which Chrift promis'd to his Fol- 

- W bwers: and the reaſon is fill the ſame 

1 MW vith thoſe before ; For if theſe look but 

« Wl Eriouſly into themſelves, . they't ſoon tee 

* MW very great defects on their part ; that 

t: Weither through Sloth they will not take- 
it Withe pains neceſſary for the maſtering 

l, Witheir failings, or tor want of Self-denials, 
«& Weire opportunity to their Paſhoos ta» 
1 Wecow upon them : Co that as far as they 

t0 Ware of from that Perfeftion, which 

e, MChriſt promiſes; ſo far they may genes 
nlly conclude themſelves to be wanting; 
of Win uſing*thoſe Means, which Chrift re- 

ndMquires of them. 

er Generally, I ſay; for I cannot but 

M-Whope, there are ſome Chriftians, and 

ith Mihoſe not few, who keeping a due watctr 
0 themſelves, carefully make uſe of all 
thoſe Means, which they are fadvis'd to 
proper for them; and notwithſtanding 
this Diligence, are till ſenſible of many 

eaknefſes, which makes them appre- 
end Godl to be angry with them, while 
We ſeems not to give a bleſhng to their 
| K endeay- 
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endeavours ; and therefore, with Sion, 
in this Leflon, they are often ready tg 
cry out : Our Lord has _ % ; Where» Wir 
as in reality, he forſakes them not, but Mand 
even, while he ſeems to deny them, e. Mz 
ven then is neareft to them and give; Wyit! 
them the greateſt bleſſings. 'Tis true,he Myit! 
favours them not in their own way, nor MWmali 
ſhews himſelf on that fide, which they My, t 
deſire : Theſe oftentimes led along by Mace 
Inclination, though without any ſuſpich 
on cf its being ſo, are very ſolicitous tg 
obtain the gift of Prayer, and earneſtly 
gefire to raiſe up their hearts to himin 
great fervour and an undifturb'd deyo- 
tion : they would again, ſerve him in 
quiet and peace, free from all uneahie 
Temptations, which often terrifie their 
Souls, and almoſt caft them into dejeRi- 
on and darkneſs. And though they pray 
and labour earneſtly to gain this point; 
Yet 'tis without gaining ground, nayMont ; 
'often with the fear of looſing it. Buti 
however Almighty God fails not toaſif 
*them ſtill, and ever draws them nearer tom to 
himſelf $3 not leading them, as they de-W 
fire, by the way of Prayer and a Peace 
-able Devotion ; but carrying them on by 
a. quite different, though much ſafer 
-way 3 that is by the way of Patience, li 
Self-denials, of Suffering and refiſting | 
evi, by Longanimity, Humility and Peel 
ſeverance, 


$ 
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ſrozrance, So that though they pray 
'to Wnt, with that quiet and fervour, as de« 
re- Wfr'd ; nor are fo free from kmperfeaions 
but Wand evils as they wiſh; yet while they 
,e-MHunble themſelves ander the ſeeming 
ves Muithdrawings of Grace, and hold out 
he Muith Parzence and Conrage, under all the 
malicious buffets of Satan, this Zumili- 
9, this Patzence and Conftancy is more 
aceptable and advantageous to them, 
than all their Prayer and Peace would 
t; they being by this means preſerv'd 
rom all danger of interior Pride, Pre- 
ſumption and Opinion of themſelves, 
which probably they might fall into, did 
tley but advance a little in their own 
my; hence in that very point, wherein 
they bewail themſelves, as not fayor'd 
5 the bleffing of Heaven, they experi- 
etce' the effet of God's particular mer- 
F; and when they are tempted to cry 
out ;' Our Lord has forgot me, Then it 
s, our Lord makes aaſwer; Can 4 Mo. 
ther forget the Cbild of ber Womb, ſo as 
"to bave compaſion on bim? And if fhe 
ud ; Yet will 7 not forget thee. 

This is thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to 
wor man, to be then heaping thy Bleſſ- 
ws on him, when, not diſcerning. the 
ecret of thy ways, he apprehends thee 
ing be at a diftance from him : Grant me, 
er-Wicſeech thee, an Humble and reſigned 
[ce K 2 heart, 
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heart, that with perfe& content Imay 
ever acquieſce in all the methods of thy Il pe! 
Grace : and be ſo favourable to me, that © Ani 
fince thou haſt ſo abundantly provided Wl 1 
for my Salvation, I may be ſuquicken'{ IſÞ the 
bv thy Holy Spirit, as not to fruftrate iſ wh 
the defigns of thy Mercy, by my Te-I «| 


pidity, Self-love or Sloth. Amen. 
| p 
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EPIS 1-LE 


Heb. C. 9. V. 11.ends V.15, 
Spc being come, the High Priefl of 


Goods 10 come, has entred ont 
into the Sanituary, not by. the Lid v 
Goats or Calves, but by his own Blodd, 
bavirg cbtain'd an eternal redempiicn fa 
%, Haring made ſome preparetjon.it 
our Souls, in the. obſeryance of thek 
four weeks of Lent, by Faſting nl 
Prayer : Now from this day, the Church 
Tequires all Ler Children to tugn, their 
thoughts to the. Paſhoa of .our Lord; 
that ſo, with the aſſurance of Chriſtiar 
Hope,they may look for the happy, fruits i 
of their labours, in being admitted tc 
partake of the merits of his Suſferings; 
for this ought tv be the end of theire 
deay ours 
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dearours, in whatever - Exerciſes they 
perform of Mortification or Prayes, . 
at Ml 4nd to prevent all manner of miſcarriage 
1d MI in this important affair, ſhe lays before . 
74 them, in this Epiftle the method, by 
te Ml which Chrift enter'd into the Sanuary 
Te. fl of Heaven, not by the blood of Calves, 
hot by his own blood ; to inftru them-; 
that if they effeAually think of receiv- 
ing the benefit of -his Paſſion, and one 
day entering into his joyful SanQuary, 
itmuft be by joyning mn his Sufferingsz 
and fo far following -hisexamp!e, as to 
offer themſelves a Sacrifice to God and 
open a way by giving their. lives and 
blood to h1ms 

of Tis true, as we were defil'd with Sin; 
ef we were incapable of becoming ſuch a 
| CM Sacrifice, becauſe every Vidtim offer'd to - 
ol. God onght to be pure and-without ble- 
I miſh : but however, this is now become 
0.0 poſſible to us through Jeſus Chrift, whis 
hee offering his life a Sacrifice of Expiation 
and inour behalf, has even render'd us capa- 
ich ble of making an Offering likewiſe of 
heir ours. by uniting it to his. The infinit 
rd; Santicy of his Victim makes ours ac- 
ual ceptable in the fight of God: ſo that, 
ut; inftead of exempting us from Suffering, 
«to by the effuſion of his bloud, he has ra- 
183 ther by that found an expedient to 
danQify our. Sufferings and render them 
K 3 agrees » 
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agrecable to the Majeſty and Goodneſs 
of God. 

Not that all Chriſtians are call'd tg 
give up their lives, as Martyrs, orin 
teftimony of the Truth, to ſhed their 
blaod : but that all are oblig'd to offer 
their lives a Sacrifice, through Jeſus 
Chrift, and: intirely to leave it 1n the 
hands of God, as fo the 7ime and. Ma 
wer, 1n which he wil pleaſe to acceptit, 
*Tis plain, the Time he has deſign'd for 
' Aniſhing this Offering, is that, when 
the hour of Death comes, whether it be 
Natural or Violent, whether by a ted 
043 and painful diſtemper, or other- 
wiſc 3 but in whateves Manner it isto 
be, it is our general duty to offer it asa 
Sacrifice to him, in union with the Death 
of Chriſt, And lence it is a very colt 
mendable praQtice of Chriftians, when 
they allift at the Sacrifice of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt at the Altar, at the 
fame time to offer their lives to God, 
for the time when ever he ſhall demand 
them, and' in the manner he ſhall aps 
Point; and beg Grace, that then they 
may eftettually do this, when he ſhall 
'. put them in the neceſſity of doing it. 
By this means all the Members of Chriſt 
ſhall be conform'd to their Head,and not 
enter into Heaven, but as he did, by their 
biacd ; that is, by Offering their lives, 

[2 
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«&M 2 Sacrifice to God, in union with 


his. 

But to do this well, they muſt pre. 
pare before-hand to give their lives, by 
endeayouring every day to live to him, 
that is, ſo to make Gad the Principal 
vbje& of their heart and love, as to ad- 
mit of nothing, whether of Pleaſure or 
Profit, to have preference to him ; but 
to be ever ready to renounce and looſe 
all, even Life it ſelf, rather than looſe 


Him. And in this ſenſe, every Chriftis . 


anis oblig'd to Martyrdom, in as much 
25 every Chriftian ought to be,prepar'd 
in heart, to hazard the loſsof All, rather 


than of God ; and it being in this ſenſe - 


that Chrift ſays; He that loſes his Life 


hall ave it; *tis evident no Members - 
of Chrift can enter into Heaven, but by 


Martyrdom and their Blood, 
Now the pradtice of this is often put 


into our hands 3 for the Law of Chrift- 
being direttly oppoſit to all the Incline .. 


ations 'of our Corrupt Nature, tnere's 
ſarceany thing ſuggeſted to us to ſatisfie 
or pleaſe our ſelves, but what ought or 
may at leaſt berenounc'd for him. How 
many things are we inclin'd to, which 
ate direatly Sinful? How many more 
are there , which though not barely 
criminal, are yet ſo very dangerous and 


prejudicial in their. conſequences, fo - 


K 4. much 
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much indiſpoſing our hearts, diftraQing 
O.:r tioughts, diſhpating UUT minds, oft; 
favouring our Paſſons, ſtrengthning our I ;a1 
ill affections, and ſo unſitting us forthe MW 6.6 
love of God taking * poſſeſhon of ouril $4: 
Souls; that 'tis very hard reconciling the 
them with the Service of God and our 


Duty ? So many there are of theſe tg. - 
gether, whether truly Evil, or diſpoſing MW ; 


to it, or at leaſt, Impediments to Virtue, the 
that when I conſider them in relationty forſ 
Chriſt, methinks, 1 ſee that verifiedin 


him, which God fortold of Iſmael: 5iſſ jy 
band ſhall be againſt all ; and the hands oil 15. 
«ll againſt kim: and I don't woudera Wl :... 


Simeon's Prophecy, wherein he ſays; to fi 
Chrift was ſet up, as it were 4 Mat that 
which ſhould be ContradiFed, For fin 


kecame not only to evacuate the Lay, -& 
but likewiſe to make war againfſt,contiel 1. 
aict and overcome all the Paſſions and the 
el Inclinationsof our Corrupt nature wil 


-tis no matter of ſurprize to find hin 
Contraditted, who comes to vuyerthrol 
'whateyer is Perverſe, Strong and Vid 
lent within us. But hence it js, we have 
ever occaſions of Giving our lives: 

acrifice to him : there being not any 
one Inclination of all theſe, whether at 
ful, diſpoſing to it, or even Indiffcrent, 
hut as often as indenial of our ſelyes, wt 
reſiſt them, ſo often we give ſo much 0! 
Our 
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our lives to him. And, Chriſtians, how 


often ought this 'to be, who have gene- 
rally our Thoughts, Deſires, and Satil- 
fQions ſo ſtrongly biaſs*1 on the wrong 
ſide, that they are ever-running out of 
the way ! The Occaſions of this kind, 
are ſo very frequent, that there can be 
no true Servant of God, who makes ic 
not his buſineſs to ſtand againft them : 
there can be no Diſciple of Chrift, who 
forſakes them not 3 and conſequently no 
atering into Heaven, but for ſuch, who 
by # kind of Martyrdom, give up their 
lives fo Chrift : Grant us, O God, this 
interior ſtrength, that we be ever ready 
totorſake our ſelves and all for Thee ; 
that we may give our lives a Sacrifice 
to-thy Name : for though of our ſelves 
ve be unworthy, yet we have a confi- 
dence, that whatever we Offer, through 
the Merits and Paſſhon of thy Only Son,. 
wil find acceptance with thee. 


Munday 


ts & 


Munday. 
Paſſion Week, 
LESSON. 

Jonah. C. 3. to the end. 


HE People of Niniveb believ'd God, 
and proclaim'd a Faſt, and put on 
Sackclocth from the greateſt 10 the. leſt, 
T he Prophet, baving publiſh'd the Wil 
of God, that within forty days their 
City ſhould be deftroy d ; you hear what 
mnnediately follows ; The people believ'd 
God prochiim'd a Faſt and put on Sackcloth; 
*rwas the effeQ of their Belief, that they 
began, in the Spirit of Humility; to pu- 
niſh themfelves for thoſe Sins, by. which 
they had provok'd Gad's anger ; hoping 
that by joyning this Penance to their 
Repentance, they might prevail on 
Heaven, to reverſe the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd againſt them, and obtain par- 
don of their Sins. *Tis plain our Sins 
cry to Heaven fpr vengance, as loud as 
theies 2 BLFare much more provoking 3 
fince ſuch great numbers living under 
the Profefon of Chriftianity, but = | 
+738 


\ hurt us, who are ſo very impatient igall 
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all the vices of Heathens, muſt needs be 
more highly exaſperating to the Divine 
Goodneſs, by their intolerable Ingrati- 
tude and contempt of his Mercies. The 
Sentence likewiſe pronounc'd againſt us, 
is as poſitive , as that againſt Niniveb ; 
tor Truth himſelf has ſaid , That except 
you do Penance, you ſball all likewiſe pe» 
iſp, "Tis as evident then as Demon» - 
ftration, that Our Sins being great, and 
God having threatn'd us with eternal 
deftrution, if we do not Penance 3 as 
many, as believe God asthey ought, ſe- 
riouſly apply themſelves , with the N7- - 
nvites', to the turning from their evil 
ways, and doing Penance for their Sins : 
and that ſuch as enter not upon this me- 
thod, truly believe not God, and ſhall 
have the Men of Ninziveb riſe in Judg- 
ment againft them, who did Penance ups -- 
on the Preaching of Fonab, whilſt theſe; 
upon the Preaching, of the Son of God, _ 
hold on ftill perverſe and obftinate inall 
their evil ways: for truly one great 
reaſon of this obſtinacy muſt be, becauſe 
they believe not God: for 'tis impoſſible - 
to conceive, that we, who are ſuch - 
lovers of our ſelves, who are ſo appre- - 
henſive of every thing, that is like to 


Sufferings, and, being in pain, are wu 


ling to part with any thing for the pur- 
chaſe 
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chaſe of Eaſe ; 'tis impoſſible, I fay, ty 
cunceive, that we , whoare thus nicely 
temper'd, ſhould for trifles and paſſing 
Satisfattions, caſt our ſelves into <eter- 
nal Torments, make choice of dwelling 
with devouring Fire , without hopes of 
Faſe or poſhbility of Relief ; and there- 
fore, that as many as take thisdeſtruQiye 
m=thod , muſt certainly have. a want 
of Faith at the bottom, have increduli- 
ty and blindneſs mixt withall their wick- 
ednefs, and tho! they fare reputed Chri- 
itTians, yet in :reallity believe not God, 
if we believe.a Precipice ts be before 
ns,: we certainly, retire; if. we know a 
Hauſe. to be falling, there's no flatter- 
ing Satisfattion can keep us in it ; if we 
ſe a Place infetted, our care-is to avoid 
it: in this :manner. Reaſon effteually 
xorks upon us', to preſerve our {clyes; 
2nd 'whoever,do's otherwiſe, we thence 
conclude, that fuch an one either had no 
Reaſon, or 'no Information of the evil. 
In this ſame; manner. works Faith in ors 
der to the aybpiding Eternal Eyils, which 
ſhe ſhews all thoſe to be evidently runs 
ning into, who live in the practice of a 
vicious Life, and known breach of God's 
Commandnzents; and for ſuch as, upon 
her Information , avoid thera not, it * 
muſt _ be concluded, They .haye not 
Faith. $28: 
Bit, 
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But, as for ſuch , who have a firm 
and ſtedfaſt Belief of God , their me- 
ing YI thod-is certainly quite different : for 
ter- W they no ſooner refle& on his. dreadful 
ing MW Judgments, and conſider that eternal 
; of M ruin, the unadyoidable portion of un- 
re- © repenting Sinners, but preſently they 
ive Wl book into the State of their own Souls, 
ant I and if they find them to be ſb defil'd with 
uli- W $in, or engag'd in any ſuch vicious Pra» 
ick- WM Qices, as neccſfarily render them dif- 
iri- MW pleafing to God, and expoſe themto all 
od, WF that Severity pronounc'd againſt. Sitt- 
ore I rers, they hence , like+the.Nintvites , 
wa KI cfcQually: forlake their evit ways, that 
ter- W they may eſcape his Judgments 31 and (e- 
'we I rioufly endeayour, 'by ſome voluntar 
oid Wl Chaftiſements to puniſh | their pa 
ily WY Crimes, : that ſo they may :fftrn away his 
es; WY anger from. them.” -They: forfake: their 
nce Þ evil ways, as abſolutely neceflary for a 
|no I Sincere Repentance : They puniſh -Sin 
vil. © in themſelves, as an a& of Juſtice; ac- 
or- i ceptable to God ,:due to their Offences, 
ich I ind very powerful ' in oxder-to preferve: 
un+ If themſelves from! all danger at-relapſes« 
fa I This Juftice is what the Scripture not 
xd's I only recommends, but even {ceems to re» 
0n |} quire, where in' ſo many places, from 

it --the mouths of -St, Fob Baptift , of 
Chriſt our Lard, of his Apoſtles S. Peter 
and $, Paub, we haye; ſo vofcen rreeages 

q gQac 
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the Command of Doing Penance, or brin- 
ing forth fruits worthy of Penance. Andour 
Releemer-expreſſes it more particularly 
Mat. 11. 21. where ſpeaking of the re- 
pentance of Tyre and Sidon; he ſays, 
They would have done Penance in Sack 
cloth and Aſbes ; and in commending this, 
ſhews, that True Repentance not only 
changes the Heart, but likewiſe puniſhes 
the Sin, and humbles the Penitent in de- 
teſtation and juſt Revenge of his paſt 
Pride and Rebellion. In conſequence of 
this Dottrin, the Primitive Church ever 
exalted this from Repenting Sinners, 
enjoyning them very ſevere Penances, 
in puniſhment of their Tranſgreſſions; 
and likewiſe by this Severity deſigning 
to imprint in them the greater horror 
of Sin, and'make them more fearſul of 
returning to their Vomit. And tho' 
the diſcipline of the Church be, at pre» 
ſent, asto theſe, leſs rigorous ; yet it 
fill owns, that every Sin is as highly 
provoking, and deſeryes as great pu- 
niſhment now at this time, as ir thoſe 
former _ And if: Chriftians are 
not now ſo'ſeyere in puniſhing it , 'tis 
becauſe they are leſs zealous in proſecut- 
ing the Enemies of God, and more re- 
mils in that love they owe him; and 
there's too great reaſon to fear, that 
from this remiſneſs iu joynipg with the 

Divize 
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Divine Juftice , in chaſtiſing themſelves, 
they think too favourably of Sin, be- 
come lefs ſenſible of its grievouſhehs, 
and more ealy in falling into it. 

For as many then , as lie under the 
ovilt of Sin , and have reaſon to appre- 
hend the rigour of God's Juftice , they 
have here laid before them the method 
of Chrift , of his Apoſtles and his 
Church, Theſe all call upon them to 
do Penance, and encourage them to un» 
dertake the puniſhing their own Crimes. 
And becauſe all Chriftians are ſo un- 
happily, tho" not equally, miſerable, as 
to-ftand in need' of this:; therefore has 
the Church enjoyn'd Common Penalties 
to be undergone by all; ſuchare every 
day of Abſtinence, every. Faft-Day, and 
moſt eſpecially this time of Zenr, And 
tho* this deſign of the Church: be too 
generally abus'd , whilſt moſt people, 
either by their Kitchin-contrivance, or 
by the liberty they take , find a way of 
paſſing, over theſe times of Penance at 
their eaſe ,. without, any puniſhment at 
W.:'yet good Chriſtians endeavour to 
turn them aſl to the: beſt account, make 
them all, days of Penance ,, and hope by 
this means to: obtain mercy of their 
God, Thus then let us do ,: and if we 
ave loft any time , let: usi lay hold of 
the preſent; 'Tis Pailton week, a hows 
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whichobliges to ſuffering ; Let us then, 


with the Ninivites, enter into the. true 
Spirit of Penance:let us forſake our Sins, 
but chaftiſe them too, and we need 
not doubt but God will. turn from his 


anger, and forgive us... 


Tue(day. 
Paſron Week: 


-LE-S:5-O N. 

"> Dan. C. 14. V. 29. to the end:.. 
'HE Babylonians ſaid to the King* 

A > Delzver Daniel into our hands , 
who. has deſtroy'd Bel and kill'd the Dragon, 
Diniel was a. man of Example, 'who be- 
ing a. Captive and - Courtier- to the 
King of Babylon, ador'd no other but 
the True God in the: midft of an Ido» 
latrous Court,took no part with the im- 
piety. of his. Prince, - with courage ever 
inform'd! him of -thetfruth;- expog'd the 
wickedneſs of thoſe: about him, -and was 
notaffraid to ſuffer for him, {Tis this 
ought to be the method ofas many as 
live, not only. in a Vicious Court, but 


even.amidft the Corruptions of a wick- 


ed world:'There is a neceſſity of great 
Eonftancy, not to -be ſeduced by- evil 
E254 7 Company 
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Coinpany. Many a Chriſtian hasCourage 
of evough not only ' to diſlike ; but :to 
reſt Wickedneſs, when it cumes alone ; 
eq © but when 'tis back'd with Example and 
his © Authority,eſpecially of ſuch as they va- 
lue or depend on , then Cf has a more 
prevailing .power, - and like a Torrent, 
arries them down with the ftream.. I 
annot but heartily lament the misfor= 


tune of great numbers in this point, 


who being Perſons of good Principles, 
would be exemplary and Virtuous, had 
they but Conftancy and Firmneſs of 
mind proportion'd to their. fincerity:z- 
; © but for want'of this, fink much 'below 


their own deſigns, whilft, thro' a: weake- 
neſs of ſpirit , they a& in compliance. 


is» with others, and not according + to: 
oY thaty light, God has communicated-tv 
be- © them for their own 'condu&. [= 


the . Theres no Chriſtian can be eteem'd 


ut F Good, who by this eaſy and irreſolute: 
do- YN temper, is perſwaded to partake - in 
M- FF any Crime : becauſe ſuch as theſe, how- 


ver El ever well inclin'd - of fhemſelves, are. 


the FI over-power'd by the Minifters of Satan, 


was Fl and by their artifice, drawn in to joyn 


this Jl with them in their wicked and rebellious 
as Practices againſt their ſoveraign Lord 
but of Heaven, to whom they had -promis'd 
ce Bl true Allegiance and Fidelity. And yet 
God knows, how many are thus, miſe- 
rats rably- 


| 
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' rably deluded into all. manner of vice, 
to the ruin of their ſouls, and yet en- 
deavor to leſſen their guilt, upon re. 
flefting, it was not their choice, but a 
Compliance: as if complying with Evil, 
were not a real and deliberate Choice, 
an! ſufficient to make them Enemys to 
God, Therefore Gooi Chriſtians will 
never yield to ſuch deftruttive flatteries, 
but think themſelves oblig'd to reſift 
eyen to the ſhedding of their blood. 

But however, there are ſtill other par« 
ticulars, in which, even many of thoſe, 
who paſs under the charaQter of being 
Exemplar, Regular and Good, are ilike- 
wiſe too Eaſy, and under the notion of 
things being but inconſi-lerable, Joyn 
with others in their praftice, to the 
great prejudice of Chriſtian Diſcipline 
and injury both of their own Souls and 
others. Hence it comes, that in Drinks 
ing, Gaming, Liberty of Talking, Free- 
dom of Converſation, exceeding on 
Faſting days, Miſpending Sundays, and 
eſpecially in that common prattice of 
Reflefting, Biting and Uncharitable 
Diſcourſes, many Chriſtians are ſo caly 
in taking part, as occaſions preſent 
themſelves, that truly I cannot but fear, 
whatever their repute be amongſt Mev, 
that they very conſiderably looſe ground 
before Almighty God, and may thus - 

$0525 uy 
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fly come at length to forfeit that grace, 
by »which they are by him preſery d 
from greater- evils For is it not plain, 
that theſe are not Faithful Servants 
of God, and do not truly love him with 
all their heart and ftrength , who on ſo 
many occaſions forſake his cauſe, pro- 
moting the infereft of the World and 
Devil; and fail in ſo many points of 
their Duty, which their heavenly Lord, 
then gives them opportunity of per- 
forming and certainly expeGts from 
them ? 

'Tisthe Obligation of every Chrifti- 
an, according to their different circume- 
ſtances , to tread over Daniel's fteps , 
and not todepart from any one Point , 
they ſee ſo edifying in him. 1. They 
are not to be tainted with or take part 
with evil. 2. They are to, diſcourage 
and reprove the Evil , they behold in o- 
thers. $3. They ought to be ready ta 
ſuffer whatever inconveniencies, this 
complying .with their duty brings. on 
them. This we ſee perform'd by Daniel 
in an extraordinary manner : and 
ſince we have the ſame Maſter with 
him, why is it we ſerve him not with 
the ſame Courage and Fidelity * Why 
isit , we are ſo eaſily drawn in to joyn 
with others in ſuch Pra&ices and Dil 
courſes, which, in our own Judgments, 
we 
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we wholly- condemn as Unreaſonable, 
Unjuft or at leaft Unfitting 3 nay, which 
'we are bound thus to cenſure in obedi- 
ence to God, and ourDuty 2 While we 
are ſenſible, what it is Almighty God re- 
quires of -us, is it not a great weaks 
neſsto depart from that, to the defiance 
of- our owa-Conſciences , in compliance 
wich I kuow not what pretenders to Li- 
berty, and Setters up for enlarging the 
dangers of our Salvation ? I am ſure 
*tis contrary to the Profeſſion generally 
made. in Confhrmation , where we ut» 
dertake to- be. Faithful Soldiers of Jeſus 
'Chrift , and' fight againſt whatever is 
contrary to him: and 1 think, we might 
with as much reaſo:1 court ſuch our 
Friends we meet , who either ſquint or 
ftammer, are Deaf or Lame, by endeas 
vouring to imitate them-in their De- 
formities, as by complying with them 
in ſuch other imperfections, as is too 
commonly done, which are of a more 
pernicious and dangerous Conſequence. 
This is ſinking two degrees below our 
Daty-, whilſt -inftead of condemning , 
we not only omit that, but even take 
part in the Evil; this is very. unjuftifi- 
able in all Chriftians, who , by*their 
Profeſſion , are oblg'd to maintain-the 
'Honour and Law of Chriſt -againftall 
Oppoſers; but - moſt inſufferable- 1m 
thol?, 
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thoſe, who, by their Charater and 
fun&ion, -have undertaken to be Guides 
to Salvation::. for, if inſtead of this, 
they fall ſo much beneath their duty, as 
to-encourage, by their Ex4mple, what- 
ever is not only Evil, but even favours 
Irregularity or .Diſorder , I think they 
are Falſe to their Maſter , and help to 
betray that Cauſe, which they are ſo- 
lmnly oblig'd to maintain, 

The way of: a True Chriftian ought 
to be quite another thing : that 1s, he 
ought to be ſo reſolute in reproving 
whatever he ſees of Evil, and ſo.con- 
ſtant in. this, ( due regard. being ever. 
had to the rules of Chriſtian Prudence) 
that his very Preſeace ſhould become a 
Cenſure of Al] TE is Irregular ; and put. 
all into deſpair'bf ever bringing him to. 
partake in their diſorders. This 1s the 
Chriftian's way ; ſuch ought to be his 
Conftancy, his Reſolution and Courage ; 
and thoſe who any ways fall ſhcrt of this 
Method, I fear, are wanting in theſe 
qualifications, the neceſſary Supports of 
their Charafer 3 and when they ſhould 
teatting according to theſePrinciples,by 
their. Faint-heartedneſs are put upon 
uding Reaſons to diſpenſe with their 

uty. 
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*"Tis true , there are none can take 
this way, but they ſhall be- moſt likely 
expos'd to Suffzring , to Reproaches , 
Mockery and Hatred: but, what if it 
- were to Lions too, you ſee we are to 
bear it? And isit not much better to 
looſe the good Opinion of ſuch Men 
and ſuffer all their Reproaches, by op- 
poſing their Weakneſs and Liberty, than 
to purchaſe their good Will, by com- 
plying with their Infirmities ? For all 
ſuch Suffering as this, is for a goo! 
Cauſe, and 1 queſtion not, is a certain 
way, that lead's to a Crown, Grant me 
then, O Lord, this Conftancy and Re- 
ſolution of mind, that no evil may 


prevait on me , that 1 may make war 
againſt every thiug , that's contrary to 
thee, and that in this I may ſhew my 
{If thy Diſciple, 


Wed neſday. 


| - Paſſon Week. 
len 
- LESSON. 
1an 


m- | Levit, C.19.V.11, ends V. 18, 


oof Eep my Laws : for I am your Lord, 
-2in your Gad. In this Leflon is pre- 
me Etnted to usa Catalogue of the Principal 
Re. Wins againft God and our Neighbour : 
nay YAnd I queftion ngt, but the defign of 
war the Church in this, is, that being now 
; to in Paſſion-week, and the time, where» 
my Fin we commemorate our general Re- 
&mption, drawing near every Chrifti- 
1n may look into themſelves, and purify 
their Souls from the guilt of theſe offer 
tes, which otherwiſe, will render them 
licapable of having part in the Bleflings 
of this holy Time. For this end, what 
an we do better, than look-over theſe 
ins again, and this day make a ſhort re- 
lion, how far we-may be concern'd 
n them, that thus we may diſcover, 
*at work we haye at preſent on our 
lands, 


Hear 


"— 
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Hear then what our Lord ſpoke to the 
Childrea of Iſrael ; for in the ſame man- 
ner he at preſent ſpeaks: to every one of 
us in particular, 1. Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal. 2. Thou ſhalt not lye, nor ſhall any 
one deceive his Neighbour. 3. Thou 
ſhalt not ſwear falſly, nor profane the 
Name of thy God: 4. Thou ſhalt not 
ſpread calumnies againſt thy neighbour, 
nor oppreſs/:him by force.. $5. Thou 
ſhalt not keep back the Wages of the 
hir'd Servant. 6. Thou ſhalt not curfe 
the Deaf, nor put a ſtumbling block be- 
fore the Blind #7. Thou ſhalt do nos 
thing that is Wicked, nor jadge unjuſt-M 
ly. _ 8.' Thou ſhalt not contemn the FW; 
Perſon of the Poor,nor honour the Rich; 

but judge every one according to Jus 
tice .9. Thou ſhalt not be a Detra&or, 
nor a Tale-bearer, nor ſhalt thou ſtand 
vP. againf the bloog, of thy Neighbour; 
10..' Thou walt not hate-thy Brother in 
thy:heart; but reprove him, that thou 
partake not in his Sin. 11. Thou ſhalt 
not {eek reyenge, nor bear in mind any 
injury.done to thee. Theſe are the Sins 
we are here expreſly commanded by 
Almighty God to avoid, and the Church 
requires the ſame of us, moſt particu- 
larly at this time. For it being now 2 
time, wherein we are preparing to £0 
up, .in Spirit, to Mount Calyery, ſhe 
bs deſires 
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fires we-would go up to this Holy 
fount in ſuch a manner, and aproach to 
e of W:. zreat Solemunity of Chriſt's Paſſon, 
not With ſuch true diſpoſitions of Soul, as 
ay Where to partake of the effets 'of his 
hou bfferings. Now what fruit can we 
raſonably expett, if we go in Sin? with 
pat aſſurance can we appear in the 
our, Wireſence of Chrift Cracifi'd, if our Souls 
xe ſo engag d inevil, that we ſeem rea- 
f even, to. Crucify him over again ? 
i this reaſon, it we have any true 
re for our Souls, it ought to be'every 
hriſtians ſerious buſineſs, to diſingage 
nd wholly deliver themſelves from: all, 
hatever they apprehend to be diſpleaſ. 
is to: him : for though - the Paſſign of 
hriſt be/a- remedy of Sin, yet it is not 
for obſtinate and perverſe” Sinners, 
ho go on in the way of their own 
icked defires, in defiance both to his 
lercy and his rath 3 but only for Re-- 
nting Sinners, who Sincerely reſolve 
forfake all their evils, and fairhfully 
fturn to their duty. 
Hence ſuch as hope to receive benefit 
bom che Paſhon of our Lord, look now 
oret and, and endeavour to Copy out 
| their own hearts, the ſame Holy 
timents, they behold in his : and 
werefore, as they ſee in him a DNe- 
lation of Sin, an earneſt Defire of 
p L Conquer» 
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"Conquering it, a Reſolution of Gif 
ing the extremity of all Pain and T9 
ment$:for the effecting this : So ther 
ftrive to- render their Souls confarr 
able *to' his; firſt by raiſing in them 
1e\ves, upon the beſt -motives, a rea 
'abhorrence of all/Sin; Secondly, by ea 
neftly defiring* to maſter and avercom 
all they know of Evil : and'Laftly Re 
ſolving, to refuſe no pains or Scuurges 
from whatever. hand they come, fo 
the accompliſhing this--their trulj 
Chriftian 'defign ; - ſuch Sentiments 7 
theſe, ſuch a diſpoſition thus agreeabl 
to Chriſt's, by which a Chriſtian $i 
cerely eſpouſes the ſame cauſe with hi 
'38 - certainly the-beft preparation f6 
the Ho!y Time now approaching, ani 
the moſt affired means of being pa 
taker of the fruits of our R2demption, 
But ' who can be ſo happy, as t( 
hope for this, fince we live encompaſe 
with ſo many Ivfirmities, that 'tis ver 
bard -- being - free from all - thek 
Tranſgreſhons here mention'd'; and! 
"none muſt venture. to Mount Calyary 
but ſuch as are not in Sin ; haw few 
how 'very few muſt come there? Ti 
true, the number of ſuch as are- Inn 


cent, is but ſmall. But, ſuch is th 
Mercy of God, that whilſt he except 
\againit perverſe and ſtabborn Sinners 
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kopens his arms. and invites all thoſe 
w him , who. being ſenfible of their 


ll Veakneſſes, and finding themſclves op-: 


xels'd with- the: weight of their Sins, 
atneſtly defireto- be at liberty: 3 to be 
#livzer'd from: the infirmities, which 
Sſqtiet thern, 'and fromthe burthen of 
their Iniquities, under: which they arein 
knger of Sinking. *Tis not therefore; 
tat thoſe ought - to be diſcourag'd; 
vis perceive-' themſelves ; 1ubjett.. td 
tity - of the; Failings here fet dbwn'; 
tf on!y- ſuch 4s' are coritent with the 
WI fils they feel, who are lad along by 
the violence 6f' diſorderly/ and wicked 
Mhons, atid uſe not juſt endeavours for 
F&m3ftering or moderating them.; 'for' 
Ys thee can give: no hopes; ſince att 
E113 within them is/ corrupt,” fince 
their" pleaſure: is 'in eſtabliſhing Sim; 
MW which Chrift ſuffers the worſt of : Tors 
tients, that' he may deftroy. 

-What therefore -we ought» to'aim/at, 


YF face: to. Eannot preſume to: bedybbls' 


Innocent, ' is, Sincerely t0i:de- 
are 'war, at leaft, againſt Sin; : 1-8? 
614ment the Miſeries of 'our repeated 
Offences, and joyn to our Sighs, moft 
relolute endeavours, in order to the 
J orercoming all thoſe ill habits, to which 
we'are ſubject; *tis to have no peace 
with any Enemy of God, but ever to 
| _ keep 


220 PYeaneſday Paſſion week, 

keep. | watch againſt them, ever tc 
firive to weaken , and by degrees dif: 
poſſeſs them of all that Power and Com 
mand they have within us. And tho' 
while 1am under this. exerciſe, -and ma 
naging this troubleſome affair'T have up 
on my hands, [ may ftil} perceive fail 
ings, yet 1 will not be dejetted ; for I 
- have a certain Confidence in my God, 
that if I am diſpleas'd with my Sins, j 
Ifincerely fight the Battles of my Lord 
with hopes of being Conqueror at laſt; 
however the Battle may laſt long, ye 
he will not caſt me off , nor banith me 
from the holy Mount; no, I am afſur 
his Coming on Earth was to ſeekand 
heal ſach Sinners, and his Sufferings w 

fo. obtain help and ſuccours, for them, 
Afrſt me then, O Gad, for the, prepar- 
ing my Soul' againſt this Holy Time: l 
keartily deſire this might be, by being 
freed from all Sin : But Iwill becontent 
with whatever Portio1 of -Grace thou 
ſhalt beftow on me. If any Sins yet 
remain, } will endeavour to deftroy 
them ; -and if I go thus fighting every 
ſtep up to Muunt Cavalry, I hope 1 ſhall 
ſtil] partake of the: Bleſhngs of that 
Place. 1101 
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. Dan. C. 3.V., 34. ends 45. 


Ccept ws in a4 Contrite Heart and. 
Humble Spirit, "Twas the com- 
faint of Azarias, that in the time of 
their Captivity, the Jews had neither 
Prince nor Prophet ; nor Hulocauſt, nor 
acrifice, nor Oblation, nor Incenſe, by 
neans of which they might find Mercy 
vith God, and therefore takes refuge in 
2 Contfrite and Humble heart, and 
hopes ſo firmly in the Goodneſs of God, 
that placing their truſt in him, he has 
onfidence they ſhall not be confound- 
el, "Twas a great ation in this Holy 
Frop if nals when be ſaw himſelf. in the midft 
- dthe fiery furnace and wholy abandon'd 
by all, thus perfeUly to raiſe his heart 
that (2 God in behalf of himſelf and his 
64, Fopie, and ſo entirely to place his con- 
nce- in him, upon the hopes of his 

Mercy and a Contrite heart. 1 can't tell, 

low near; we ſhall come in practice ra 


ay L 3 this 
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this example, but T know what our duty 
is; Not to {fjnk down and he dejeRed 
upon every trouble that affifts us, ſo 
that every ordinary diſappointment, he- 
Comes as a Weight on our Spirits, that 
preſſes us more down into the Earth,and 
as a blind an our Eyes, which in ſome 
manner hiding Heaven from us, takes 
God out of our fight; that we truly 
make good in us, 'what .David fays of 
the Mountains : Tange monies © ſunt 
&abun:, If Gad do's but touch them with 
his finger, they are preſently in. dark- 
nels and ſmoke; Whereas this is'truly to 
pervert the deſign of Heaven, who in 
afiting us, expects inſtead of- being 
caft down, we ſhould look up at bim, 
from whoſe .hand the, ſtroke comes: 
Look up, 1 ſay, and adore js Juſtice; 
for- being Juſt in all he do's, tis-our 
duty-ever to confeſs him fo ; "tis our 
duty. to praiſe him in that his Attribute, W he: 
1 which he is as truly Adorable, as in mi 
the reſt ; and offer up to him whaterverWfr 
we ſuffer, ſince we. can ſuffer nothing, Yar 
butwhat'isa. Homage due from us to I arc 
him. For as we bear the Charater of Þ arc 
his Diſciples, *tis our duty, to be ever I ſur 
in readineſs offorſaking all for:bim, aud er, 
to love: nothing ſo-much, as to.prefer Þ pe 
the ipofſeſhon: of it, before | his Will 
Hence, as often as God 'deprives ws ol 
Wn 
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what is moſt comfortable and dear tous, 
x our Health, our Eaſe, our Conyeni- 
ace, our Quiet, .our Friends, we are 
wig'd to conſider this, as proceeding 
wm his Holy; Will, and that by his Or« 
&rs aud appointment we are commande 
d to part with ſo much for his Sake., 
akes WM! we thus accept it and endeavour cheer- 
ruly Milly to ſubmit, weanſwer our Caracter 
's of Mint if it be receiv'd with Murmuring, 
"uni-Yacefiive and affeRted Grief ;. is it not a 
with Mimonſtration, that» we loye what is 
ark- Wizken from us, more than God's Will ? 
ly to And how-can we' perfwade* our ſelves, 
0 in What we. are prepar'd to forlake all for - 
eing WChriſt, -w ho upon (his touching us in a 
biw,Mfble part, and demanding even one 
ies; thing from us, we either revelliouſly- 
ce; {Murmur -againft him, or cowardly fink : 
our own, as under a burthen, too heavy: 
our or us to bear? This is not raiſing aur- 
ute, Yiearts to Heaven, as 4zarias, from the - 
Sin nidft of the Furnace 3 but 'tis even de- 
ver Efrting our: Cauſe, before, we come in 
ing, Y earneſt to the Trial. As far then as we”! 
$;to Fare wanting in this part of-our duty, we 
* of lxe bound to uſe our beft endeavours for 
ver F ſupplying the. defett ; for obtaining a 
aud F greater ftrength of mind,” and a more 
fer I perfect reſignation to the Will of God. 
il. :Andiour eudearours miſt go yet fare 
therz that is', to fortify our 5ouls with. 
| L 4 (1c 
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ſuch an ſured Confi dence in the Divin 
Goone,s, as not to looſe: our Hopes in 
God , not aithftanding all the argy- 
ments of Deſpair about us. A god 
5oul thinks often of God, and, not with 
peſſing glances, but with fix*d thoughts 
dw<lls ſo long on the contideration of 
his Mercy , Fidelity , Compaſhon , Fa- 
therly Protedtion and Goodneſs , that 
his heart is fully poſſe(s'd with the Greit- 
nels of it, ſees it to be Infinit, Inex- 
hauſtible, nay that he is Efſ-ntially all 
this, that he cannot .be ſeparated from 
it, that 'tis impoſſible he ſhould forſake 
or abandon any one, that fincerely de- 
pends on him. Hence ariſes ſuch a con- 
fidence and Hope in him, ſo well ground- 
ed, fo ſecurely built and ſupported, that, 
however Diftreſs and Accidents may ter- 
rify Nature yet imperfet&t, yet, upon re- 
fiction, it cannot diminiſh that Hope 
he has in Gol; but there is ever a Cer- 
tain Sweetnelſs and Peace- in the Centre 
of his Heart , notwithſtanding all that 
bitternefs and confuſion: that's about 
him: - Tis this interior Comfort and 
Confidence in God has carried his Ser- 
 yants thro' the. ſevereſt trials, and fill'd 
them with joy under the greateſt Op- 


prethons : for their Zope being like their 


Faith equally founded on God, *tho'it 
may ſuffer very furious aſſault, yet it 
can 
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an never be overthrown : for as theic 
tuth is ſecur'd by God's Truth , which 
cannot deceive ; ſo is their Zope by his 
Gdneſs, his Promiſes and Power, which 
annot fail ; thus as by a ſure Anchor, 
they are fafta'd to a Rock, and neither 
Wayes nor Storms can force them from 
their hold. 
- But then, they are ever careful to 
ave their Hope accompanied with a 
tue Contrition of Heart, as knowing, 
ttere's nothing can poſſibly obſtruft the. 
& of God's Goodneſs., but their own 
uworthineſs. - For tho* the Fountains 
io the Divine Bounty and Mercy are 
nfinit and ever overflowing , yet our 
iigs turn thoſe ftreams from us, ſo that 
ne-can expe no benefit from that a- 
bundance, as long as indifpos'd by Sin, 
cur hearts are ſhut againſt them. Hence 
it 18 the Pra&ice of all Pious Chriftians, 
8 ſoon as they perceive the hand of 
God-to touch them in any AMittion , 
whether immediately proceeding from: - 
Himſeif, or from the Malice of others, 
ſrefently to haye recourſe to' Contrition, 
and endeavour by Sighs and Tears to 
make their Peace with God ; that-ſo, if | 
the preſent Evil be a juft Puniſhment of 
their Sins, they may, by a ſincere Re- - 
pntance , remove the occaſion of their 
Wisfortune; or , at leaft , if it be the 
| Ls eftect - 
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effe& of his unkarehgble Providence 
they may take out of ;the way all lmpe 
diments, which may 'hindet-the flowir 

in of his Grace, neceſſary for the Cyr 
of .the Evil , or the bearing it with 

Chriftian Patience, This was:the me 

thod' 43arias took, and with .ſuch mira 
culous Succeſs, that *tis ſufficjent to er 
courage us to embrace the ſame, Mis 
fortunes and Trials we caunot want it 
this Life ; but we may be eaſily want 
ing in our duty of : ſupporting them 2 
we ought : let then this holy Seryantol 
God:in the midft of the Furnace;be our 
Pattern; in allour Tronbles, let us cat 
our eyes on him , and there learn, not 
to muxmaur or be dejz&tted, but ever to 
raiſe our hearts to God , with a Faithin 


his Power and Promiſe, with Hope nfl 


his Goodneſs, and Submiſhon to his Will 
and if theſe Aﬀs be attenced with 2 
contrite Heart , we may be affur'd, he 
will ,ecither powerfully deliver us or 
powerfully aſhft us: and by 2a light 
from him, we' ſhall- be conviuc 4 ,. that 
we ſuffer.for Juſtice to puniſh us, for a 
Frial:;to' Humble us ;- or for his' Glory 
to lanctify us, | 
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em 2 Be not a Terror to me, O Lord; Thous 
art my hope in the day of euit, Thoſe 
ho ol Chriſtians will be very unfortunate to: - 
E vhom God himſelf ſhall become a Ter-- 
ror: It was the apprehenſion of-this- 
eril made this holy Prophet cry out ; 
be not 4-Terrorto me, O Lord. And ſure--— 
ly, when we conſider our ſelves, and, 
ke we are ſo far from having any thing 
1. of our own to truſt to, that all is full of ' 
. fin and miſery, . blindueſs, uncertainty 
and inſenfibility-; tis plain we haveonly 
this one thing to afford us any relief; - 
and that-is to haue a Confidence in God; 
jory and ' hope, that he, in his Mercy and” - 
Goodne(s, will be our Frotettor and our 
Comfort. This, I ſay, is all we have to 
truſt to; and 'tis all ſufficient for. thoſe, 
who place this Truft aright”: - and no- 


queſtion, he will anſyer; all their cx: 
peQations, = 
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peRations, and fill them with joys be 
yond meaſure. But, *what a ſurpriſing 
conſternation will it -be* to ſuch, who 
waiting for God to be their comfort, ſhall 
at length find him to be their greateſt 
Terror ? This is a misfortune too great 
to be expreſs'd; and too Terrifying to be 
truly conceiv'd; for Chriſtians to be 
looking for their God, and inſtead of he- 
img reliev'd with the ſweetneſs of his 
Goodneſs, to be ſtruck with coufufion 
and death, at the fight of his Maj-ſty, 
whom they have offended : Terribjlie 
Jiter magnificatus es: to'theſe he will be 
magnified in his Terrors, O God, | 
adore thy Majefty, and earneftly delire 
thy Name to be glorified in all Nations; 
but as for me, O God, let me not be 
convincd of thy Greatneſs by the ter» 
Fors of thy Juftice , but by thy Infinit 
Comnaſhon on my weakneſs , and the 
more deſirable effedts of thy Mercy. 
This, TI doubt not, are 'the common 
wiſhes of us ail : but what method do 
we take, for the accompliſhment of 
theſe our deſires, and not being diſap- 
puinted in our wiſhes? You | have 
heard what the Prophet ſays : All, that 
Jorſake thee, O Lord, ſhall be confounded. 
1his dreadful Confuſion ſhall unayoid- 
avly be "their Portion ;- who forſake 
their Gol, Now , there's no queſtion, 
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hutliving in Sing” is forſaking God z-fol- 
bwing the Suggeſtions of the Fleſffand 
the World , is forſaking God ; being 
direted by Pride, Covetouſneſs or Re- 
renge, is forſaking God, and if by true 
Repentance ſuch as theſe change not. 
their hearts, they muft, at length, ne- 
ceſlarily be confounded, and they will 
hind God to be their Terror. For when 
Death , at laſt, by deftroying their 
Senſes, ſhall open their Underftanding , 
and diſcoyer to them -0n one fide the 
Truth of their-- Paft-follies', .and on the 
other the Goodneis and Mercy of God, 
and the unſpeakable Treaſure of Love 
in the Paſhon of their Redeemer ; this 
will be ſuch a Conviction and Reproach 
of their Blindneſs, Ingratitude and Un- 
worthineſs, that- the ſight of God will 
de their greateſt confuſion and torment, 
and thoſe very Fountains of Mercy, the 
Wounds of their Redeemer , will fill 
them- with Rage and Deſpair. The 
light of -God*s Prefence will only ſerve 
to ſhew them their owndeformity ; and 
not ſuffering that light, which they-hate, 
they will even chooſe ( as a Saint ob- 
ſerves) to hide themſelves in Hell, as a 
ſhelter againft the reproaches of their 
own guilt, Sad condition of theſe, 
whoſe only remedy is in flying from 
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To theſe he. is magnified in terror, be-: 
cauſe by their wickednelz they had be. 
fore forſaken him. | 

But are we not ftill to confider, whe 
ther many others have not reaſon to 
fear ſomething of this veryFate, thg' 
they live not in the prattice of thele 
grofſer Sins? - 'Tis the conſequence you 


. ſee. of Forſaking God 3 as far then as 


we depart from him , ſo much reaſon 
bave we to apprehend ſomething of this 
Evil. Now 'tis evident, we ſo far des 


* part from him, as we forſake his 


Law : and in how many particulars 
may this be, tho' we be careful to avoid 
the more notorious Crimes ? For ſee, 
he commands us to be Humble and 
Meek ,.to be Patient in 'Trouvles, to 
forgive Injuries , to love our Enemies, 
to do Good for Eyil, to-efteem thoſe 
happy that Suffer, to think it a bleſſing 
to be Reproach'd and oppreſs'd for Ju- 
ftice ſake , to mortify our Paſſions, to 
deny our Selves, not toloye the World; 
he commands us to put:pn and live by 
his Spirit ; Now his Spirit is a Spirit of 
Sweetnels and Goodneſs towards all Men, 
'tis a Spirit of zeal for Juſtice, of hatred 
forall Sin, of lovefor Sinners , 'tis the 
Spirit of the Croſs, of crucifying our 
own Wills and of continual Sacrifice ; 
tis the Spirit of forſaking all Creatures, 

ot 
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of dying to the World and our Selves 
and living to. God alone , and''doing all 
things for love of ' him, If then we 
live not by this Spirit 3 if we ſo cul> 
pably omit our Duty in any of theſe 
points, that the Tenor of our Lives is 
contrary to theſe his DireCtions and the 
Maxims of the Goſpel, have we not 
reaſon to condemn. our ſelves, in lo far 
departing from Chrift 3 inaſmuch as the 
following any other Sptrit contrary to 
his, is truly forſaking kim? *'And if we 
forſake him , ſhall we not be confound- 
ed? The Prophet ſays we ſhall : And 
will he not then be a Terror to us ? 
Tis what we have reaſon to fear. Let 
us then ſettle this Point this Day ; Firſt 
confider , whom we at preſent follow, 


and reſolve to cut off, whateyer-wefind 


not conformable to- him. If corrupt 
Nature, the Devil , or the World put 
in to be our Dire&ors, we muſt proteft 
againſt them, and make choice of Chrift 
our Redeemer to ' be onr Guide in all 
our ways. ' The Prophet ſays: Ego #0r 
ſum turbatus te Paſtorem ſequens , 1 have 
not been troubled in following thee, O 
Lord, my Shepherd. If we think ſe- 
riouſly to eſcape the greateſt of -Trou- 
bles, it muft be by taking Chrift -for 
our- Paſtor, by hearing his Voice, obey- 
ing his Commands and liying- by his 
| Spirit» 


— tt. th. 
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Spirit. The making this eaſy now will 
be the ſure Means of entailing on us an 
eternal Peace; . and the only way of ſe. 
curing us againſt the greateſt of all 
Misfortunes, That God will neyer. be a 
Terror to us. 


Saturday 


Paſſion Week. 


| LESSON. 
| Ferem, C.18.V. 18. to theend. 


Hen ſaid the Fews : Come, let us 
contrive againſt the Fuft, In theſe 

- words is expreſs'd the Malice of the 
Fews againſt the Prophet Feremy : and 
theſe the Church makes choice of, to 
put us in mind of the malicious Deſigns 
of the ſame People againſt Jeſus our 
-Redeemer. Hardned againſt all his 
Mercies they conſpire againſt Him); 
blinded with Obftinacy, they ſeenot the 
Wonders of his Goodneſs; unmov'd by 
his Miracles, inſenfible of his Dod@rine, 
ftupid under all his Cures, and deaf to 
all his Calls, they think of nothing, but 
t0 
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to deftroy the Author of Life: Come, 
et us comrive 42tinſt him. This ſtrange 
Perverſne's of theirs ought to raiſe in 
us at preſent a' Deteftation of their 
Malice; and fet us upon the Watch , 
that while we condemn their Wicked- 
neſs, we be careful not to imitate them 
m cur yet more intolerable Ingratitude 
and Blindneſs, Chrift himſelf has ſaid 3 
He that ts not wi:h me , is againſt me; "It 
we are not izhoring to t:ke part with 
Chriſt, by fulfilling his Will and obey-=- 
ing his Commands , we take part with 
the Fews, and with them conſpire a- 
gainft him : there is no mean betwixt 
theſe two extremes; If we are not for 
him, we are againſt him. Approach- 
ing therefore now to the Time; where- 
in we ſolemnly Commemorate his Saffer« 
ings, wherein we conſider him amidft 
the Fews tormenting him on the one 
fide, and his Pious Followers bewailing 
him on the other , it ought to be our 
Buſineſs: to refle& on our ſelves and ſee, 
which fide we efpouſe. If we are for 
him, 'we ſhall certainly be afſerting his 
Intereſt -and promoting his Cauſe. 

' Now, What is the Cauſe he has un- 
dertaken ? Tt-is to deſtroy Sin, to oyer- 
throw: the” Tyranny of the Devil, to 
overcome the World and the Fleſh, and 
ſet us at perfe@ liberty. Are we ef- 
— HEHE pouſing 
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pouling this Cauſe, or no'?? We need 
not look beyond our ſelves for a de- 
ciſion ; for we have have all theſe Poiy- 
ers of darkneſs ſenfi>ly working within 
us: If wegive car 40 them, and per- 
mit our "ſelves to be diret&ted by, their 
Suggeſtions ,; 'tis plain, whoſe tide we 
are on. This all thoſe unhappy Chriſti» 
ans can determine for themſelves, who 
live in the practice of any notorious Sin; 
they know they are engag'd in an inter= 
cf quite oppoſit to Chrift, and are dai- 
ly enlarging; . the Kingdom of - Satan. 
This how often do they do by their Sin- 
ful diſcourſes , by their looſe and ſcat» 
dalous Attions ,- by the encouragement 
theypive to all manner of Liberty and 
Excefles ? By: theſe methods they ſpread 
their :-Poyſon and infeft many well 
meaning Souls z- firſt drawing them in, 
and then by degrees hardning them in 
evil, till at length they boldly trample 
on all the Means of Salvation : *tis plain, 
I ſay, whoſe ſide they maintain, whilft 
Chriſt. Suffering for- the deftruſtion bf 
Sin, they are.ſpending their Mony and 
their Time to.ſupport and propogate it, 
and even place all their delightin what is 
thus. contrary to. their Duty, and. the 
deſigns of [his Goaadneſs, Chriſt Suffer-: 
ing for Sin, ;and they..delighting init. 
Are they. for him, or agginſt him ? -: 

| There 
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There are. many others , 1 f:ar, tho 
not dire&tly abetting , yet ſo much fa- 
rouring this Party, that they are to de 
number'd amongſt thoſe, who unthink- 
ingly,at leaft,coatrive againſtChrift, And 
zs to this Point, letall thoſe examine 
themfelves, who diſcover in their Souls 
2 love of. Eaſe, an earnefineſs to pleaſe 
and humour themſelves in every thing 3 
2 fondneſs of the common methods of 
the World, of its entertainments , di- 
yerfions:, fooliſh. Liberties 3 are. ever 
ready to encourage. them ; are impa» 
tient upon every diſappointment; take 
part in all manner of unprofitable and 
uncharitable Diſcourſes; admire Flat- 
teries and Applauſes , with much more 
of this kind of Infirmities : - For in all 
theſe there, is, ſo .muchof Corrupt Na- 
ture, of...Senfuality and the : World, 
that, there's no going on-in this way , 
without weakning the Intereft. .of 
Chriftiauity., and promoting a Cauſe , 
which either in it ſelf, or in-its conſe» 
quences, is truly. contrary to (the Ga» 
ipel. For,, conſider z Is this the way 
Chrift taught ? His Command is, that 
weought to hate the World and forſake- 
it, as much as may be, becaule the 
waySof the World are contrary.to His 
He bids us; be Humble and Patient, and 
Deny- our (elves, take up our Croſs; 

"a and 
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and do works of Penance, and declares : 
if we love our ſelves, that is, with 
the love of this: World, it is the certain 
way to looſe our ſelves, and ruin our 
Souls for ever. Is it not plain then, how 
thoſe great Numbers, who unſterſtand 
little and pradice lefs of this Life of 
.Chrift, but are carried away with the 
torrent , and live the common life of 
worldly Men, are truly conſpiring a- 
gainſt Chrift, by promoting a method 
very diſagreeabjie to his, by following a 
Rule and Law different from his, by fa- 
vouring the «World, which he declares 
to be his Enemy ; by loving themſelves, 
their intereſt and pleaſure, which he en- 
joyns them to renounce ? 

This, I fear, great Numbers do, 
without ſeriouſly refle&ing, what is the 
end of their Calling ; and T1. wiſh there 
were any truly Innocent in this point: 
For I ſee the current prafice even of 
thoſe efteem'd Good, has ſo authoriz'd 
this method, that few diſcover any rea- 
ſon to doubt of its being Evangelical. 
Hence it is, moſt Chriſtians are learned 
enough in this way, to find Pretexts for 
not receiving ſuch uneaſy Truths, as 
are like to incommode them in any 
thing: and thoſe DoEtrines , which 0- 
blige them to retrench'ſuch libertics-as 
fayour Self-love and Eafe, they plaifibly 
rejeft, 
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rejedt, as Severe , and the Notions of 
Moroſs and Melancholy. Saints: Thus 
they go on boldly , ſtudying their own 
temporal convenience, making the 
World- and; all Creatures ſerve their 
ends, and thinking but by halves of the 
obligation they are under, of employ- 
ing themſelves and all creatures to the 
konour and ſervice of God. And what 
s this, but in its degree, contriving a- 
zainfſt Chriſt ?- But if: it has been ſo : 
ought. it to go on ſtill. in this Holy. Time? 
Certainly the Sufferings of Chrift ought 
toprevailon us to change our method 
xt preſent, and turn our hearts from ad- 
miring-our ſelves and the world, tothe 
ore of Him. «Let us then joyn:no long- 
er with: the Fews in conſpiring againſt 
him, 'but wholly bend . our endeavours; 
for the deftroying\his Enemies : Let vs 
remember, that all he ſuffers is for us; 
and if we ſuffer ſomething. in his cauſe , 
tis what , he deſerves. fromus 3 the ap-' 
poſing the. world:and.:all that is pleaſing 
toSenſe , |, is fighting for him', and 
whoever holds on in this warfare with. 
Ptience-and -conftancy,: ſhall receive a 
Crown. TOS. 
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Philip, * +4 2. V. 's ends V, 11, 


J Ave the ſame . Sehtmients mith Feſus 

14 Cbrift, : In reteiving ths Palms 
thisUay,' wt honour Chriftas our Kingz 
and in taking partin his:trium phs; . pF0+ 
daiming:Hotagna'to the Soncof :Pawil, 
we own thim to be our:Lord and S0ve* 
reign, and profeſs our obedience-to him. 
And whart'is this, but+.to deſitefriunt0 
five laws to our Soul, to-chooſe him for 
gur: Dicettor and Govemiouty: and/make 
# furrender of. our' ſetves. th his Com 
mand? - Andiought we not' then, -in the 
firft-place:have the ſame Sentiments with 
hq ?:Withont: this (1 webonly perform 


the'.cotemohy of thethy;'but-omit the 


more -ſubftangial2Datyit And what are 
his:Sentiments ?. 'Birſt; he humbled him» 
ſelf ;. and being God/;:betame as .o- 
thing, taking on him the form .of:4 
Servant, Here's the firſt ſtep we are 
to take ; truly to Humble our ſetyes this 
Day, according to the Pattern give 
us, by .Chrift. He, being God, laid by 

' | . 
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ll the glory of his Divinity;and' became 
13aServant, inSatisfation for otir Of- 
ferxces* Now if our'Sins have this effe& 
on Innocence its-ſelf, ſo as to; cover -it 
© 1 with the Infamy of at! Offender ; it thus 
"> they draw a darkneſ3 over the Majeſty 
' of God,* and tumble itto'the Meanneſs 
I, Wo. a'Servant ; in what: manner ought 


we to humble our ſelves this-Bay who, 


ſus our ſelves being vils'Worms, Duſt and 
95 Y Nothing, have the Guilt of -qur *Sins, 
983 W our Thſolence, ' and Rebellion againftour 
PrO* Bf God; to cat ts ities: yh infinitides 
vid, zrees below that Nothing; which before 
WY ve were. There reeds no' more than 
1M Bf the conſideration of what we really afe, 
40 to raiſe* in ns all the 'Sehtiments of a 
for trne ad perfet-Awnrility; and t By 
AKC lige us> to-conficſs our” feffes Nachir 

only the fight of God; but- then to confider 
the M the Pride of this Nothing." in refuſing 
vath W to obey its God, 'tn contemning his Com» 
or Bf mands, in cafting'off hi$'Arthority, "in 
the rebelling againſt Him,-is 4 weight, that 
arc hnks vs much lower : and then to ptat 

OM IF our ſelves: in the -preſence of our Got 

00- N ſuffering for” this bur diſobedience and 
of. Y logratitude , and fo ſeverely humbled 
arc © for- oe” Pride ; are*fuch 'ageravating 
Thoughts , thatwhiever Rrioufly re- 


vel py" on it, muſt *not only enter into the 
oy ntiments of Chriſt .in being truly 


bunt 
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humble; but be wholly , ſurpriz'd - and 
confounded at this their intolerable In- 
ſolence \, and -pronouncing Sentence. @- 
gainft themſelyes, declare , *tis the 
Goodneſs only of Gad , that can ſuffer 
it, and that preſerves them from falling 
Into that worſe than Nothing , which 
they abundantly deſerve., Thus ought 
we this Day Humble our ſelves: in the 
Preſence of our Redeemer , and, with 
all poſſible Gratitude, return him thanks, 
that being thus miſerably criminal, he I 
Tequires no more from us, than to 
tranſcribe into our Souls, what we be- 
hold in him, that is, for us Sinners to 
be as Humble, as-he that never offend- 
ed;; for Criminals to ſuffer no other- 
wiſe, than he who never tranſgrels'd, 
Blefſed be this thy Goodneſs, O Jeſus, 
who haft ſhewn us how to return to our 
Father, and undertaking to be our Ma- 
ſter, teacheft us no Leſſon, but what, I 
for our. encouragement , , thou firſt lets 
us ſee the Pradtice in thy ſelf, And do's 
not the Thought of this thy infinit 
Goodnels, as it raiſes us » ſo likewiſe 
bumble us ftill more ? Infinitly ynhap- 
Py they, whom neither their. own, ute 
wortkineſs, nor thy Goodneſs can make F! 
them ſenſible of this Duty. 


Brit 


and {ut wherever this takes effeR, it will not 
e In. Wide fruitleſs, but will certainly draw 
ez. nore of Jeſus into their Souls; there 
the Mvill not be his Humility only, but his 
0bedience too; it being impoſſible for 
:5ul to be truly Humvle. upon theſe 
motives, but it will be alſo Obecient : So 
that, as Chrift our Lord, in that his 
fate of Humility, became as a Servant, 
that is, faithfully offer'd himſelf to com» 
jy with all the commands of his Father ; 
v will every Chriftian, that has once a 
1 to ral ſenſe of his unworthineſs, and of 
the infiait Mercy of God , in bearing 
vith it, ſincerely offer ltimſelf to per- 
frm all-thoſe commands, his Heavenly 
Rther ſhall lay on him. Inaſmuch as he 
nuſt neceſſarily think it juſt for duſt 
and aſhes to ſerve that Power, which 
our made it; to love that Infinit Goodneſs, 
Ma- W#bich ſpar'd it in its Sins; and follow 
hat, tat adorable Example of its Jeſus, who 
lets Milvites it to follow him. And what, if 
do; through its natural Corruption, it finds 
nit Me difficulty.in the diſcharge of this duty ; 


wiſe Mis ought to hinder nothing : For if - 


hap- Chrift, innocent and Spotleſs, becomes 
un» otedient to his Father, not only in the 
ike ſlain and eafie way, but even to thecy- 
ng on the Croſs; ought thereany difh- 
ulty be ſufficient to diſcourage us Sin» 
ters, and put us out of the way of our 

M Obedience? 
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Obedience ? Alas, all that we. are. ca 
pable of Suffering,is ſo little in compariſſh;, 
ſon of what we deſerve, and fo incon;1 
ſiderable, in regard of what God de 
ſerves from us, that I thiuk, we ough 
to rejoice, that, after ſo great unworthi 
neſs, he will accept any Service fromoy 
hands, or admit us to contribute. to thi 
glory of his Name, who. ;are on| 
Worms and Veſſels of diſhonor. 

We give thee thanks, O Lord, f6 
. this thy infinit condeſcenſion to.us ; an; 
though ſeduced by our Pride, by ou 
Wickedneſs and: our Sloth, we have hi 
therto too often become thyenenniesand 
made our ſelves uilike to thee ; yet-g0 
we deſire to have the ſame. thought 
with thee, and fincerely copy out thi 
Soul into ours. And firſt, behold, pre 
frating our ſelves in thy preſence, wi 
humb'y acknowledge our. own Nothing 
and that worlez than nothing, the miſerj 
of our tranſgreffions. We:then adore 
thee for becoming our Example, an 
becauſe, for thy Humility ;:and Obedi 
ence, thou haſt a Name given thee, tt 
which all. Knees muſt bow, behold ut 
bend before thee, and require all that 
is within us to bleſs thy Name. What 
ever we haveof Heaven, our Faith, ol 
#6p2, our Love of God, behold, it-n0" 
adores, and conffles all to be _ al 
| thee 


 C 
IPari 
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thee : whatever we have of earth, the 
bleffings of thy Fatherly hand, it here 
zlores ; we owny'tis! alt from thee, and 
Thee we defire to return it. What+ 
wer we have of Hell, all our Concupi- 


Mſence, our Paſhons, and all other in- 


jeritance of Sin, we force it now here 


Wy ftoop befsre thee, and doom it to a 


perpetual Obedience to thy Law. But 
this Obedience, O Lord, muſt he the 
ka of thy-Grace 3 grant us then, 
this time of Mercy, ſo large a por- 


Witon of it, that -as by thy Grace, we 


ave been 'regenerated and hecgme thy 
Ctildren, fo by- the ſame bouttty, 'we 
my be thy Servaitts and Followers for 


Werer. 


Munday. 


Holy-Week: 
LESS O N. 
Iſai. C. 56. V. $. ends V. 1. 


THis Leſſon is rather a Hiftory than 

KL a. Prophecy, of what the Son of 
God ſuffer'd for our Redemption : by 
which we may eafily apprehend, the in- 
tention of the Church is, to call us at 
preſent to the conſideration of our Savj 
ours Paſhon, and confining our thoughts 
to this ſubje, to conſecrate this Week 
to God, and truly keep it Holy, accord- 
ung to the Name it bears. For this end 
we ſhall find all the Leſſons an Goſpels 
fill carrying us to this Point; and [ 
think, we cannot do better than follow 
+ thisdireQion : and becauſeit is too large 
a matter for one day, therefore well 
Civide it, as is uſualiy done, into ſeveral 


heads, and make it ſerve for the whok 


week. 'Tis what we ſhould, with grat* 
tude, conſider all our lives, but moft 
eipecially at this time ; and the omilſion 

0 


v 
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-Wof it now cannot be without a crime. 


firſt then 2 
The Agony of Te/14 in the Garaen... 


F all that paſs'd-here, as to the. 


Exterior, we have a full account 


from the Holy- Scripture : but, as to: 


vhat paſs'd in the Soul af Jeſus, the 
greateſt part 'is unknown to - us. We 


know, his Mind was ftruck with the I-- 
dea of ſomething moſt Terrible, which. - 


he calls his Chalice; That he pray 'd his 
Rather , that he might not drink it; 


that, however , he ſubmitted his Witx-. 


to his Father's, and freely accepted this 


J 


Chalice from- his Father's hand'; that ' 


the impreſſion it made on his Soul, was-: 
ſ quick and violent, as tocaft him into.. 


aSort- of Agony or interior Conflict , 
aad- made the Blood break forth on eve= 
ry fide. This is what the Word of 
Godrrelates tous 3 -but, as to the Inte= 
rior, how much is-hid from us! Many 
Fathers conclude, *twas the lively pro= 


ſpet of- his approaching Torments and * 


Death on the Croſs, rais'd this Storm ; 


And that he permitted this Natural Re- 


pugnance of his Senſible Part, {0 to 
comfort hisMembers and Fo!lowers, when 
they Should be ſeiz'd-with the like Tere 
M. 3 . IoI% 
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Tors. 'Twas a deſign of thy.Love, © Bel 


J=ſus, to be tempted in all things, even 
tze moſt Imp-rtect, without Sin , that 
we b3:ght bnd comfort and relief under 
a!l our apprekenſons ard fears. To 
grieveard be perplex'd, was a weaknef, 
which m.2ht, and therefore ought ty 
be undcrgone by Thee, for our Exam- 
ple, that we' might learn of Thee this 
difficult Leſſon, - how to ho'd out, when 
ready to{15k under Tribalation 'and Ah 
gui. This was a wonderful Humility 
of our Redeemer ,- who being Author 
of al] the.Courage of the Martyrs, was 
pteasdi tos. appear under af} the appre. 
henfions and weakneſſes 'of the moſt 
. dejzRed; But the more he has humbled 
himſelf,” the Greater: things has hedone 
for us, and the greater acknowledges 
ments of -our Thanks are due to Him, 
And in'this he has taught us, that the 
loweſt "degree of- weakneſs allowable in 
good Chriftians, is, to ask of- God to 
_ bedsliverd from the Evils we ſuffer; 
but that *tis our Duty at the ſame time, 
that the Love of the Will of God be 
fo prevailing in us, as to make us de- 
fire, that his Will be done, rather thai 
OUr OWN» I 


--.* Behades 
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ON Befides this, *tis the Thought of St, 


ven 
hat 


Mmbroſe, that Chrift our Lord foreſaw 
then in Spirit the-great abuſe of Chrifti=. 
2ns in regard of his Sufferings,and this was 
bafliting to him, as to give occaſion 
to the chief part of this Agony. He 
then ſaw the many Diforders and Cor- 
rptions, with which his Church would 
te disfhgur'd; which he was then going 
to Ef abliſh by his Blood ; and he was 
pleas'd, that this proſpe& ſhould ſeize 
his Soul with Grief; as, at another 
time, the fight of Jeruſalem's' blindneſs. 
and obſtinacy, in rendring all his Viſits 
nſeleſs, drew Tears of Sorrow ard: 
Compaſſion from his Eyes, 

However we apprehend it, it ts cer-. 
tain our Lord was then ſenſible of ſome 
Interior Motion very afflicting ; whence 
ve may be encourag'd , in all Interior 
Motions which fo often diſquiet us, to. 
acknowledge them ' as Commiſſion's 
from 'a Power above to zffault us ; and 
from this confideration , ſolicit Heaven, 
for the obtaining thoſe Succors neceſſary 
for our refiſtmg 'and triumphing over 
them. He that voluntarily accepted 
this Combat, has in 'this ſufficiently ex- 
perienc'd our Weakneſs , and the diffi» 
catty we have tobe Conquerours ſo 
that we cannot want confidence to ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to Him 1n all our. Dan- 
0. M. 4. Sel9s 
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gers, and tope for the relief of his Di 
vine aſhftance, without which we muſt 
neceſarily fall a Sacrifice to- our Ene 
NICS. 

Let us hence lay a ſure Foundation of 
Courzpge-and Hope, under al] Evils 
w batever orcain'd for the future to be 
our, portion, and jf we yield fo far, as 
to petition for a Deliverance, let this 
be foow'd with an entire Submiſſon to 
the Will of God; for then it is weare 
to pratiſe, what we 1d often profeſs, of 
being his Ch:ldren, his Servants and 
Soldiers : we may then have I6 
peated Wiſhes indeed, for the having 
uur own Will done ; but our moſt ſet- 
tled Reſolution muſt be for the doing 
His ; ard if we find reſiſtance, if griet 
and dej=ttion in this Conflidt flow in up- 
on us, we muft then place our ſelves in 
Spirit: near Jeſus in the Garden, and 2s 
we ſhare in his Sorrows, ſo beg to par 
take of his Submiſſion ; uſe a violence 
on Nature, and never ceaſe, till bowing 
down to the Earth, we force a compli- 
ance , from our Hearts , pronouncing 
thoſe holy words , in union with the re- 
ngnation of Chriſt; Not my Will, but 
Thine be done. This moft particularly 
ought to be our daily Pradtice, in pre- 
paration for our laſt Hour, when our 
Agony approaching, Nature will ftrive 
againſt 
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5 D;Jl againſt it, and be willing that that 
mu Chalice may paſs away : but *tis what 
Enef1 ve muſt all drink of; and we cannot 
better prepare for't , than every day 
"n off endeavouring. to make Nature! bend; 


vil by. ſurcendering all - into the handy @& - 
0 be our Maker ; Confeſſing' our Life, and 
, 25K being. belong toHim ; and that what he 
this} has given, . he may again demand, when- 
1 toſfl ever he pleaſes, Let. us. therefore beg 
are this Day , that whenever- that. Hour 
off comes , notwithſtanding all ReluQanc, 
nd we may entirely, ſubmit, and breath - 
re-M out our Souls with the true Spirit of . 
nz Reſignation 3 Lord, Thy will be done... 
fo | 

] | Tt 
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I His Leſſon is another Relation of. 
ob 


LESSON. ©: 
Terem. C. IL. V. 18. ends V.20.'. 


- our -Redeemer's Paſſion ; and 
ny: us to go on with this SubjR 5... 


let; us then conſider this Day. 


M. 5 Ris. 
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| His being taken in the Garden, 


JESUS beirlg humbled is the Garden 
$ to''the loweſt degree: of- weakneſs, 
chat God' permits #9! Wi-E12;; conld 
Tive ny better Proof: of this being his 
own Choice, than by that great Attion 
_ imedinirely - following, in going to 
meet: and delivering' Himſelf to thoſe, 
who vane to feize him: This is a de- 
gre&Wf Viftue more thin is ordinarily 
re dir4 from other Men; for-God wills, 
that we-withdraw our 'felves frontap- 


proaching Evils, which ſeem to threat- 


en, inaſmuch as_ wak not, that we 
have ftrength* to? Ay 1 againſt them, 
and have no certainty , that God calls 
us to the Trial. But Jeſus Chriſt being 
tally afſur'd of, the WE 6Ff-God, made 
this advance towards his Enemies , 
Thus to teftjF;,;that l& went willingly 
to die; an! that it was nothing but his 
Charity:9b) ig.cl, han taabapdon himſgls- 
to "i 'Futfy of his Eneniies. © © 
1hey make up likeiviſe towards hi 
meeting” his Charity with as geen Þ 
excels, of Hatred afid Rage : haviffy- 
not- only theſe Paſons:-but the Mer, 
zeftions of the" Infernat Spirits to puſh 
them on ; and therefore the calls that 
Power, 


' 
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power; by which they ſeiz'd him + The 
Hour and Power of darkneſs. By which 
we are inftruſted, that the Hatred, with 
which Meo' are pofſeſs'd againft the Ser- 
yants '6f God, and the. deſigns they 
frame for the: taking: away their good 
Name, their Liberty and Life, come 
oc only from the Malice of Men,. but 
from thoſe impreſſions likewiſe, with 
which they are inſpir'd from the ſug- 
geſtion-of the Devils ; that God' gives | 
thenv power to. execute their defigns ; 
that we are oblig'd to look on' the Pow-- 
er and Will of. God even in the mali- - 
cious Prattices of Men and Devils; and” 
that 'tis very unjuſt to murmur. againft. 
God; for permitting this Power oyer 
us, who permitted the very fame againſt- 
his 6nly Son : Eſpecially too , fince: we 
can never come to ſuffer the half part 
of that Rage; which was here diſcharg'd 
againſt hint. | | | 
+ Thus theft ſputr'd -on by their own- 
naturat hatred and that of Hell, they 
ſeize on his! Sacred Perſon, and violent- 
ly harry him away before their -High- - 
Priefts' and -Judges, to 4nnas firſt,” and 
then to Caiphas, to Hear and Judge this - 
Criminal.: -4 conld willingly-here, me--- 
thinks; diſcharge my Anger againft this 
Violewce » byt in condemning them, -I 


ke myFlf arraign'd ; For ne" . 
C1 
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ſelf has poſitively ſaid ; Whatever you do 
18 any of theſe Little. ones, yo do to Me: 
This turns all my anger home to my 
own breaft, being an Afor, not once, 
but many times, in all their Barbarities 
and Injuſtice, For as often - as I haye 
wrong d Innocence,ard by force brought 
its Cauſe to be judg'd by Men more par- 
tial than theſe Jewiſh Prieſts: as often 
as I have coademn'd my Neighbour un- 
heard, on bare Preſumptions, and, by 
my. authority ,. have drawn in: others 
to- joyn their Votes with me 3, ſo often 
have I pyn'd with this blind Multitude, 
and ſeiz'd on Chriſt, who being n+ 
cence, Fuſtice and Truth, ſuffers where» 
ever theſe ſuffer, ſuffers in all his Mem- 
ders; in;every little one;-:.O Jeſus, and 
what: condition then is mine, who, with 
violent hands, have ſo often dragg'd 
thee to be judg'd ! Jeſus bound, and 


AVE * hurried away by the Fury of this Peo- 


ple, ts the true Copy of my guilt ; in 
their injuſtice I ee my own ;- 1 ſee it, 
and,'O God, may I ever ſee it ;- Pu» 
niſh\not, 1 beſeech- thee [this - my 'Sin 
with Hltndneſs; but. fince thou art 
pleas'd to ſuffer for Sin ; let mine be ex- 
piated by thy Sofferings, and 11. endea- 
your, the thoughts of theſe ſhall keep 
my.Soul ſo watchful, as neyer more to 
kave 2 hand in condemning Innocence s 


yl 
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P11 ever be mindful, What ever is done 
to any of thy Littles ones, is done to 
Thee. 

Brought then before theſe Judges , 
he's there endifted of.. unheard of 
Crimes, Falſe accuſations are to 'prove 
him guilty , a Servant ftrikes him, on 
the Face , he's Blinded, Buffeted , Spit 
0n; and what torments him: moſt, he's 
here denied by Peter, who having but 
juſt before maintain'd his Maſter's cauſe, 
and proteſted that he would die with 
him, now on the ſuddain,,. grows -cold 
and heartleſs , is terrified by the voice 
of a Silly Maid ,, Protefts and Swears he 
knows nothing of. the Man. See,. how 
unſafe is all - Confidence. in- Human 
ſtrength. |, One would have thought 
the Principles of this Great Apoſtle hred 
up in the School. of Chrift, , might have 
ſufficiently arm'd him againft ſuch 
weak aſſaults ; and yet, behold, like a 
poor,” ignorant , undiſciplin'd Man.,, he 
preſently, giyes up his: Cauſe and-yields, 
The truth-is, he wanted neither Know- 
ledge of his Duty, nor Courage; ,nei- 
ther Zeal nor Strength, being eyer; of 
all the Apoftles , the moſt forward to 
defend his Maſter's right, but I fear he 
preſum'd a little: ' too. much of. this 
*rength of his, and thought nof - e- 
iough, How yain it is totrult in _—_ 

that 
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that if God *pots/net! forth” his Hand {6 
help , 'allt Human Power is nothing: 
Therefore at once to learn this ham. 
bling Leffon, God lets him fall ;' fo ty 
teachihim; for the future, to build hi; 
Confidence og better -grounds ; ngt ty 
depend on his: own Virtue, but ever to 
rely en the Divine aſſiſtance , on the 
Succors oF Heayenly Grace: and to con- 
vince. him' fill becter of his weakneſs, 
Behold the Crowing of the'Cock raiſes 
himmnot; bat he continues in'-his Apo- 
ftacy, till his :Good ' Mafter'; "by ari 4» 
wakning Glance:, at once --opens ard 
warms *hMis Breaft-; 'melting” his ſtony 
Heart into Tears [of Penance , with 
which: he ' ever after water'd his Aged 
Cheeks.” O'God, if thus/ the Virtue 
of aft PORE /is' too Weak” ts truft to; 
but preſerify gives way, wherf once he 
butfds apon't'; how miſerable am1y if 
ever a good Opinion of my ſelf per- 
ſages * me 'to: depend !o6n ty own 
Strength'!” This is the ready way tobe 
tft by Thee, atid'-be'cotlvinc'd"of thy 
Ifirmity, by miſerably falling info Sin. 
Bvit' however, if at any time; HDlinded 
with Self-love'l ſhould be thus unhappy : 
Forget'me' not in that 'diftreſsvffS0ul; 
ory a f#Foutrable Grape W Het- 
vrenly ' light , © powerfully *fonch' my 
Heare, that fo aig by thi (Grace, 1 
2 may 
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© nay own**myPreſamption and thy Pow- 
ing: and having ty bewail'd my 
Fin, return again to Thee, and truſting 
b to 10 more in any thing that” Smine, I may 
Lis MN 0 ever truft' in THT: a A, 
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to, T% fiſtthe Dalon,of out Lord oor 


are to tonſider, and for this Day, 
; if WI tit be his Silence in all his rid 


o_ - Since of Jeſui it s \ Paſſion." 0k 


, V\ Naleves ther is more dah: 
ed Human in all'the- 'Paſſoirof 


y: Yor Lord, it Principal ears 10 the 
< Henee he obſery'd. Trop Wah ig 
4. Ye on anerdny Mau ifeſted aff Lap Pafions3 
add [theſe are never-- more mY 
ban when weare bronght to the pon 
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of Defending our Life. Then the De- 
lire of living puts us upon juſtifying. our 
ſelves ; then Choler puſhes us on, with 
reproach , to lay open all Injuftice us'd 
againſt us, and all the other Paſſions 
expreſs themſelves in their different 
language for our defence, This is 
what is natural to us ; but Jeſus Chrift 
ſpeaks not at all, except when *tis ne- 
ceſſary to bear Witneſs of the Truth; 
and after that , - nothing can move him 
to ſpeak ; in which he-proves his Con- 
du, is not from Paſſion, but from 
Reaſon divinely. affifted. *Tis his 
Will, we ſhould eyer praGtiſe thoſe Vir- 
tues proper to our State wherein we ares 
and not labor in thoſe, which are out 
of Seaſon. Now to the Paſſion of our 
Lord there could be none more ſuitable, 
than a Patience invincible , accompani- 


ed with Sweetneſs and Silence. Tho”. 


there could be none indeed but Jeſus 
could then truly prattiſe theſe ; Every 
body,. befides him, would have been o- 
verwhelm'd in Spirit 'with the trouble 
of ſo intalerable.an Injuftice, 


- But by his filence we ſeg, he/had{ his 
thopghts more. on God ſh wan; his- 


only buſineſs.was to firlfh;the work rc- 
commended. to him by his Father, and 


though this. was to be. cffefted by the . 
malice of men, yet. *twas without ſink-. 


1s 
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ing or even yielding under it. Rather 
he took care, in the manner of his Suffer- 
ing and in his exculing it, to ſhew us, 
there's ſomething worthy our compaſs 
ion even in the very excels of Injuſtice ; 
fince it always proceeds from a certain 
Blindneſs, which hinders the attors from 
ſeeing the evil they do. Though man's 
firit, too ſenſible of the eyil it ſeffers, 
looks not about for any Excuſe, where- 
by to leffen it ; but on the- contrary, is 
ever ſubtil in diſcovering all manner of 
circumftances, whereby 'tis poſſible to 
be any ways exaggerated, Twas not 
ſo with Jeſus Chrift The Blindneſs of 
men moves compaſhon in him, even 
then, when he feels the moſt terrible 
effets of it 3 aud for this reaſoh, there 
are found no ſigns of Impatience in all 
he ſuffers, but he keeps a ftriit and holy 
Silence throughout his Paſhon. 

Haw unlike are we to him ; how far 
from this holy Diſpoſition and Com- 
mand of our ſelves; whilft not Govern= 
ing our Paſhons, they ſo eafily break 
ont and betray themſelves in our words ? 
How often is it we practice a ſecret re- 
venge on others, by cafting out ſuch 
words, we hope will gall our - Neigh-« 
bour ? How often again, prompted by 
Self-love, do we let fall words, to gain 
eſteem and praiſe, eyen while we ſuffer ? 
Hovy 
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How is it, that ſo many  by-deſigns of 
human refpett -or intereſt, go -mix'd 
with almoft alt we ſay? And can ther 
be any more eff:Qual-means to be-de- 
liver'd from this ſecret corruption,than 
to addreſs our ſeives to Jeſus in this his 
Silence amidft his Sufferings ? Let us 
then ſtncerely beg of him this day, that 
we may partake ſomething of! that Holy 
Spirit, by which we miy be {> ſtrongly 
nate} to God, that the greateſt of In- 
jaſtices may not be able to force from us 
any unneceflary complaint. 

- How happy a day to our Souls wonld 
this be, contd we obtain -this Bleſhng ! 
*Tis certain this Silence of our Redeenier' 
was for our example ; and as the folow- 
"git, would be our greateſt advantage; 
ſo the paſting it by with an entire neg- 
te&, mnftbe as greata miſery, and too 
plain an argument of onr not being his 
Diſciples, or, ar. teat. being fo at too 
great a diſtance from him. What then 
tiave we to. procluce in our behalf? If 
every real or imagin'd injury makes 18 
complain; are we in this our Lord's 
Diſciples ? If every affront preſently 
ſhews -it ſelf in anger and injurious' 
worgs ; have we any thing of our Lord 
in this?: If every wrong that is done us, 
puts all into diſorder and ſpurs us for- 
ward to revenge ; is this to be-1like our 

at Lord ? 
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Lord ? If every diſlike we have of any, 
ſhews it ſelf in our uneaſie carriage and. 
in.-biting words : ifyevery trobble, dif- 
appointment, infirmity or pain, cafts ns 
into dejettion or impatience, ' what' re- 
kemblance have we of our Maſter ? Tru- 
ly, upon refleQtion, I cannot ſee, in any 
thing we come ſhorter of ourduty, than 
in this * ſince Chriſt giving us the ex- 
ample of a perfe& Silence, amidft- the 
provocations of the higheft malice ; we 
dear nothing ſo, but let every little 
Occaſion be ſufficient, firſt to diſquiet 
us, and then to put us upon publiſhing 
our troubles in complaints. Alas! This 
ſhews, how little courage we have; how 
much we love our ſelves, who cannot 
reft till vve have mov'd others to pity 
and compaſſion : vyhereas- a due re- 
fleftion on vyhat our Sins deſerye, 
vrould rather oblige us to renounce all 
ſuch - SatisfaQions, and be contented 
vvith this only thought, That vve have 
God for ' Witneſs of all vve ſuffer ; his 
knovving our evils, ought to be enough 
to make all farther information need- 
leſs, except vyhere Charity or 'Juftice 
oblige-us to ſeek for remedy, And tho' 
this veay' be difficult, to our uneaſie 
Nature; vvhich under all oppreffibns, 
is reftleſs, till its conditon's knovvn. 


' and pitied , yet ought yve not ftill en- 


deayour 
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deavour to Imitate our Lord, and not 
vvonder, if vve cannot follovy him- at 
eaſe ? lf- the ſteps are hard, they vvere 
his firſt, he has led the vvay andyye 
muſt ever ſtrive to follovy, and above 
all, in this, though it cofts us clear ; For 
fince our daily and moſt frequent Sins 
are in Words, ſpeaking ſuch things as 
are very injurious to our Souls and pro- 
voking to our Lord, what jufter @tif- 
fation can we make, that by-our Silence, 
puniſhing the Member, which has of- 
fended ; and letting our Self-lenials be, 
in contraditting- that very Inclination, 
which has ſooften:led us into Sin ?'This 


would be the -ready way to our eternal. 


peace, Peace then, unruly,Member;, and 
let this Holy Charm lay that evil Spirit, 
by which: thou moveft : And if thou wilt 
at any time complain, let it be of thy 
own miſery and raſhneſs 3 let it be of 
thy daily diſobedience to thy God, Par- 
don then, O Eord, the infinit_ offences, 
-by which, in my Words, [ have tran(- 
'gErek'd thy Law , I confeſs my Weak- 
neſs in this point ; and though I have 
made many Sinful complaints; yet now 
for the future let- none be heard from 
-me,: but this ; Ihave Sin'd, © Lord, I 
have Sin'd, my milſeries are infinit, and 
L haye no help but, in Thee. 


Mandy- 
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His being a Day Sacred for the In- 
ſtitntion of the Holy Encharift, 
vhzn Chrift, at his Laft Supper, Con- 
lecrated Bread and Wine into his Body 
and Blood , giving his Command and 
Power to: Priefts to Conſecrate - and 
make a daily Oblation of the ſame as 
a perpetual remembrance of his Death 
and Paſhon 3 we muſt therefore, in con- 
fderation of this Adorable  Myftery , 
interrupt our former thoughts, and for- . 
this day apply them wholly to this. _ 
Jeſus Chriſt being now ready to finiſh 
his Mortal Life, reſery'd for the end the 
— Effetts of his Love; and there- 
orehaving eaten the PaMover with his 
Diſciples, ſo to abohſhthe Antient Law, 
he was pleas'd to Subftitite, in place of 
all thoſe Figures; that Trath>which bad 
deen repreſented by them : The Eating 
the True Lamb, in place of the Figura» 
teLamb; The Offering of the _ 
0 
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of God, in place of the Sacrifice of the 
Paſchal Lamb. This great Deſign he 
put in executiqn 4ia.a mayner Worthy of 
himſelf,” He na kn ko his Dil. 
Ciples the earneſt defire he had to accom» 
pliſh this great Myſtery : Defiderio de- 
fideraui hoc Paſcha minducare wobiſcum. 
Never at any time did he ſpeak more 
fully of this ineffable Union', which he 
defir'd to have with them. But it be- 
ing agreeable to the Majefty of God; to 
perform the greateft Wqrks in the plain- 
eft manner, without ſetting them forth 
with.a pomp:of Words, or declaring 
the Reaſons, or foretellng the Conſe» 
quences, or removing the Difficulties ; 
that ſo Man may be humbled, and the 
Faithful rais'd to the knowledge of this 
Myſtery by the help of Faith ; there» 
fore in a wonderful manner he follow'd 
this Method in the Inſtitution of the 
Eucharift. | 

He ſaw the effedts of - Grace, which 
would be wrought in the Hearts of [the 
Faithful by means 'of this Myftery,. and 
that he was then eftabliſhing the great- 
eſt help for the SanFification of Souls. 
He ſaw all the Sacriledges and Profa- 
nations, with which ill Chriftians would 
approach to this holy Banquet, and that 
the abuſe of this Myftery would be the 
Condemnation of many» And oe - 

a 
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ys nothing of all this. He foreſaw 
al] the Exrors, that would be rais'd a- 
rainſt it ; and all the attempts of hu- 
mane Reaſon to overthrow it; and 
ems not ſulicitous, to preyent ſuch 
Evils. Twas. becauſe he knew , that 
notwithſtanding all rheſe oppoſitions, he 
would ftill propagate the Belief of it 
tkropghout the Earth; and judg'd it 
more becoming himſelf, to triumph 0- 
jer Humane Reaſon by plain words ſup- 
rorted by the force of Grace,. than 
fenc'd by Human and Studied . Pree 
autions. Grant, Lord,. that the plain» 
zeſs of .thy Works and Words, may 
he no occafion of undervaluing them in 
our Eyes ; but that in this we. may con- 
eſs the Greatneſs.of thy: Myfteries, des» 
liver'd tous in a way ſo; unlike to Hu- 
mane , Which being 1n all.things poor 
2d miſerable; .is ever ſeeking ways. to 
ſet forth and magnify all it do's, and Kt 
flf in all: its weakneſs, "A 
However God has given this liberty 
to 0ur- Faith; to.endegvour , to. pene- 
trate 'into the Ends of this; Myftery ; 
having  order'd -it, that-Underſtand- 
ing is to be the Recompence of our Be- 
lief : Niſs credideritis, 20n- zntelligetss. 
This expedient made-<hoice of by.iJe- 
ſus Chrift to. manifeſt his Love to Men, 
and to.' be a help to their Salyation, - 
mo 
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moſt certaialy above their Thoughts, 
and what they are, not able to compre» 
hend 3 but however, it has nothing in 
it, but what is moft becoming the Ma- 
jefty of Go, moſt ſuitable to his in- 
finit Charity , and ſeems dire&ly ge. 
fign'd to make us underftand the End, 
for which his Only Son became Incar. 
nate. God would be united to Menby 
a Union ineffable and incomprehenſible, 
he would be the Beginning of all their 
Thoughts and of all the Motions 0 
their Hearts, in a manner moſt reſem- 
bling that, by which the Word was 
uhited to Human Nature, This union 
he would have effe&ed by Jeſus Chriſt 
incarnate , and what more lively Idea 
could he giveof this, than by ordaining, 
that Jeſus made Man, ſhould be united 
to our Bodies and Souls by means of this 
Myftery , and be thus the Pledge and 
lively Figure of that eternal Union, 
which God . will have with his Ele by 
means of his Son. 

ky this End of the Inftitution- of the 
B. Encharsſt , may be fram'd a Judge- 
ment of their crime , who receive )e- M 
ſus Chriſt into a Heart quite empty of 
the Loveof God, and full of the World. 
For this Myftery being a Sacrament of 
the Charify of God towards Man, 'and 


of the Union he would haye with _ 
whos 
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For this .day of the InStitutian g 
"che B.cacrament, 1t:may not be 
?mproper here to add ſome De 
wotions ſuitable to the Occaſion, 


- . 


T was as on this day our B. Releem 
er, knowing his end drawing neaj 
and that, by death, he was tobe 

feparated from his Children, and ſox 
after to aſcend to his Father, where he 
was to abide Glorious for ever, by a 
admirable contrivance of his I ove,foun 
means, by which he wonld till be p! 
fent with them to the end of the World 
by leaving his Body and Bloo1 undet 
the forms of Bread and Wine, and thu 
3n a moſt wonderful, tho? humble, way 
fitting himſelf to be the daily Comfor 
and perpetin1] Food of our Souls, Thi 
was the E&eft of thy Love, O Blefſe 
Redeemer, towards man, that knowinf 
his weakneſs, thow might he eve 
ready to ſpeak to his heart and infiru 
him, to warm his breaſt with thy Char 
ty, and quicken him, to make a heavet 
'of his Soul, 2nd SanRify him to thy ſelf 
'O G:d, what. return ſballl make % 
yy Ell 
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tis.thy infiait-mercy ? I here. proftcate, 
xore and praife. this thy Goadneſs,. and 
paacere, Thanſgiving . pour forth , my; 
ul before thee, "But what a Poor-tc>: 
tro is: this.of.. mg, Praiſes for thy .mer- 
nes! A, warm of the carth bowing down. 
or thy Blefſing and Gift of an; infinic 
plve !- No, rathsr let all thy Creatures 
th.in heaven.agd earth joyn with .me 
þ bleſs rom I ngw.call them to 
(aſi ſtance, to Sing to; Thee. a Hymn 
f Praiſe. 
Our Lord Teſts has given himſelf to. 
Four Food for ever, 
{All you Works of aur Lord, bleſs our 
ard, praiſe and glorify him for ever. 
j Angels of our Lord,, bleſs our Lord 5 
I:fs our Lord, You Heavens. WF; 
Bleſs. our Lord, you Waters whic 
Wie above ; all you Powers of our Lord, 
thu Beſs our: Lord.” f 
v2\M Sui add' Moon, bteſs our Lott; bleſs 
foruar Lord,” you! Stars of Kea" Tee ata 
Thiow, bleſs our Lord, bleſs our Lot?; 
NeMioth Nights and Days Lizghtand' Dark- 
vinMiels, bleſs our” Lord: Lightning and 
eveWConds, ble onr Lord. May the Eatth 
rules otir Lord, praiſe and glorify Him 
hariWhr.ever. © 
aver ' For our Lord Jeſus ha; given himſelf 
ſel to be-our Food for ever. 
> fo Prieſts of our Lord, bleſs qur Lord, 
thi - | N 2 Serve 
} 


un 


D! 
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Servants of our Lord, bleſs our Lord a 

Spirits and'Souls of the Juſt, bleſs our b; 
Lord, You Saints and Humble of heart Wi. 
ble our-Lord. . 
_ Let us bleſs the” Father and the Sonfſſ;u; 
and Holy Ghoſt, let us praiſe an 
glorify him for ever. 

Blefſed art Thou, O Lord, in the 
heavens; Thou art worthy of Pratſe 
and Honuur and Glory for ever. "=p 

For our Lord'Jefus has' given bim(elW4 
to be our Food lor ever. | 


I. jor 


k A Y Lordand my Gol, prevent'nou 
4 my Soul with the bleſſings of thy 
Sweetnels, that I may appear in the pre 
ſence of this great Myſtery, with a de 
yetion,ſuitable tothe greatneſs of that this 
love, with which it was inftituted by Ml God 
p - LY NM 
Raiſe up my heart and powerfully 0 
draw it to Thee, and deliver me fron rem 
all dulneſs of Spirit, which too often, *: 
as a weight, keeps down my Soul. 
Pour forth thy Saving Grace upotl 
me, that I may in Spirit, now taſt thy 
Heavenly Sweetneſs, the fulneſy of 
which is in a wonderful manner, com- 


prehended in thiz Sacrrments C 
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 Enlighten my eyes, that I may. with 
xeofit, contemplate ſo greata Myſtery: 
trengthen my Faith, that I may firmly 
ut believe it; 

. For this, MyKfery- is not the work of 
human, but of a Power Divine, 'tis not 
the thought :of. man, but [thy infinit 
Wiſdom, that has ordain'd it, 
| Wherefore there is-no mortal crea- 
ure, of it-+ ſelf,-capable to comprehend 
| [is excellence , it being above the under- 
tanding even of - Angels. 

"What then can I conceive of a Secret 
b ſublime and Haly ; I, whoam an un- 
yorthy Sinner, an nothing, but duſt 
id aſhes! 

But 1 come before Thee, My God, in 
the ſimplicity of ml, heart, with a Faith 
lincere and Firm. 

\.I come. with :xeſpe, and truly be- 
leve, Thou art.here really preſent in 
hat this Divine Sacrameut, Chriſt Jeſus, 
by Wl God and: Man. 

Which Thou haſt. inftituted, for our 
ly 7004, both of Body: and Sool ;; forthe 
on remedy of all qur evils. Þ 
0 'Tis by.this thou art. pleas d to heal 

ur wounds,, moderate our Paſhons;and 
on xeaken thoſe, temptations, wRich aſs 
by fult us. 
of Þ This is. the-great Comfort of a Faith- 
ul Soul,. which being .in baniſhment 
| N. 3 here: 
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here below, with Joy conſiders the in 
Foit 'treafure hen this poſicfles; that uf 1 

inal] its angniſh an! diftreſs he can >M Any 

ver have recourſe to Thee, and teal whe 


with thy Sweetneſs, which not only re- He 
freſhnes,: but raiſes from death to life, _ 


O Wonderful -Goodneſs, and CondeſMto 
cer:ſion of onr-God ,, not t6 be compre M0! 
hended! That - thou being our Lordflo 


and our God, whom the Heavens cary 
not contain, art pleas'd to become!the 
Nouriſhment of our poor Souls ,”-and 
employ al the 'riches'of thy Divinity 
to ſupply our Neceſſities with heavetiqgl i 
ly goods ! ral 


II. tents. ; {en 

7 4 hit 9 Wer 

JÞraikt thee for "this thy Gvoanck, bnd of 
defire , thit'thy Name , for-this ,f | 
may be- eternally btef8'd, Pi 
I humble my ſelf in thy Prefence, | 
adoring thy infinit Majeſty, and cone wit 


F fl my own nothing. | Te 
Thou art the Holy of Hollies, and? Fl 
am nothing but Mifery and bin. I1 


Thon vouchlafet to come down to & 
us, who 'are unworthy to lift up our | 
eyes to Thee, WI 
' Thou comeſt to ns, *and defirft to} to 


abide with us ; thon- Irt ever inviting 
us 
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* ind} 1; to this Banquet. and call'ft us to eat 
iy of this Bread of Heaven, this Fooud of 
Angels, which is no other but thy Self, 
who art the Bread that cam*ſt down from 
Heaven, and giv'ſt thy Life for the World, 
This is the exceſs of thy Love, . thus 


Fj 
''T'Cn 


I 
- © 


deſMl to become. our | Nouriſhment :. How 
're M yonderfub- are tby, works, O Lord! 
ordMHow powerful thy hand! How is thy 


Cath Trath incomprehenſible ! 
them Rejoice, my Soul, and give thanks 
and Þ God, for this his Gift, of infinit v2» 
ity Me; for this heavanly comfort, thy Re- 
cn deemer has bequeath'd thee, in- this 
fale of tears. 

For as ofcen, as thou aproachefſt to 
Receive the Body of our Lord, fo of- 
ten thon reneweft the work of thy Re- 
" FW &mption, and partakeft of the M. "Tits 
nJY of Chrilt. 
is, My Sonl magnifies my Lord, and my 

Pirit rejoices in Go. my Saviour. 
& How ought my Heart be inflam'd 
"n-M-vith Love, and even break forth - into 
WM Tears of Joy! 
{1 For that-Thon art here truly Preſent 
in this Divine Myftery, tho' hid Ult= 

to © der the Sacramental Veil, 
ur And this was a neceffary aluadiikvcs 
with 'our weakneſs: for if Thon wert 
to appear in th Majeſty of Thy Glo- 
ty, who could ſtand before Thee ! 


ao 
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As it is, TI truly poſſeſs and adore 
Him, whom: the Angels adore in Hea 
ven : i poſſes Him by the help of Faith 
an under a Shadow , whilft they enjoy 
Kim without a Veil, even face to face, 

But with this affurance of Faith I an 
content, and defire- to go' on by it 
Iight, til} the Day of eternal bright 
neſs hegins to appear, and the curtair 
1s drawn, which is. betwixt me and m 
God. 


Be thou prais'd, O my Gol), by al \ 
Teople of the World, -by all Tribes anc -_ 


Tongues ; may all. give Glory to th) x; 
Holy Name. a Kemp. « 


IV. 


I Will glorify Thee, my God and mz 
King; I will bleſs thy Name fot 
ever aid ever. 
' 1 will praiſe Thee every day, at 

. ble thy Name in all Ages. 


Great is our Lord, and- worthy offi arc 
all praiſe ; infinit and incomprehenſi4Y th: 
ble is his Greatneſs, | | 

All ages to come {ball praiſe Thy Ld 


:Works, and make known thy Power. I gi 

They ſhall publiſh the Magnificence 
of the Glory of thy Holineſs, and proj ye 
claim thy Wonders, - | 
The 


Inſtitution gf" the 273 


. They ſhall -declare-the Power of Thy 
terrible Judgments , and manifeſt thy 
Y Greatneſs. 
| They ſhall. honour the damery of 
Thy exceſs of Goodneſs, and fing fourth 
the praiſes of thy Juſtice. 
- Tender and .mercifu! is our Lord ; 
ke is Patient and full of Compaſhon. 
Our Lord is..Good ta all, and his 
Mercies are abeve all his Works. 
May all thy works praiſe Thee, O 
WF Lord ; may all thy Saints bleſs Thee. 
lf May they pubtifh the Glory of thy - 
kingdom 3 and make known thy 
Power. 
That the Sons of Men may under- 
ſand thy Power, and the glorious - 
Magnificence of thy Kingdom; - 
A Thy Empire is an Empire of all ages; 
J and 'thy Kirgdom-ſhall have no end. - 
S OurLord is faithful- in all his-words, 
Y he is wy iv all his Works. | 
$ | Our Lord is the Supporter of all that 
oo are weak 3- and” gives courage to all 
11-fÞ that are'dejeRed. oo! 
| The eyes: of all thy - Creatures, O-- 
by Lord, Look: towards thee : and thou— 
giv'ſt them food in due Seaſon. 
Thou bpen'{ thy hand, and fill'ſt e- - 
very creature with Bleſſings. 
Our [Lord ' is 'Juft in all his ways 3 
and Holy in all his Works, : 
| N 5 - Ovrr 


Ore 
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'- Our Lotd v: near all that cat po <> 


He Ido the will of all that fear: him for; 
he - will hear their Prayers and Taye Hu 
them. thi 

Our Lord watches over all thoſe the 


love him : buttedeftroys' the- Wicked, <p 
My Tongue ſhall 'declare tHy pritfes Spi 
O Lord:; and: let ali fleſh-'bleſs'thyllf £9 
Name for ever ndever. Pſtl, 144." W mo 
| RT Oo 

V. Lis TY {*e 

3: 6 4 Sin 

N D now , Lord, while I here ?? 
confeſs the : Greatneh of thy \© 
Fewer and-Goodneſs;, I canngt but lad 2 
ment, and with confuſipg .ofy6u1- here - 


acknowletge my own Weakneſs god un 
worthingfs , who have ibeen {@ dften of 
preſent ati; the celebratieni;ofs gheſe:thy} 'Y 
Holy Myfteries, but' without. a true Pc 
Senſe of; what. ,was- dane; [and without am 
the Reverence due: te thy Majefiy: who * 
have, again , ſo often approach 4.to n0t 
ourtake of this Divine -Foed 3. but, ON (* 
my God, with how- little recolleion ha) 
of Spirit, With how ; ;Poor a prepatation I v! 
tor, ſ,-great a GueſFr{; Alltheſeamy'Sins Y Of 
return freſh into-.my minds: Now bemg Lo 
11 thy Prefixnce, and firike jt ,widh a 
cer tain horror of its own Ingratlcnde. 

| ut 


Hhſtuntion of the ys 
But however miſerable and finful I have 
por been, Thon art ftif} Good and Merciful 
mn ff 2nd full of Compaſhon, and ready to 
mJ forgive 211 thoſe, who, in the Spirit of 
ave Humility -, acknowledge their Unwor- 
@f thine, and with all Sincerity reſolye 
ha upsn Amendment. as 
ed. Wherefore, Lord , now proftrate in 
fes Spirit before Thee, T-make wy addreſs 
in to-that thy infinit Goodues , which 
' WW mov'd Thee in this humble manner, to 
condeſoend to- our weaknels:,- and - be- 
keth-thee to forgive: me all thoſe my 
Sins, by which 1 have been any ways 
wanting in my Reſpett due to this moſt 
Venerable Sacrament. I beſeech thee 
to pardon me all my irreverent and in- 
decent: Behavjour- in time of Maſs, 
whilethe Prieft, thy Miniſter, has been 
efering this awful Sacrifice to thy Glo- 
ry, and I, by my levities have been 
provoking Thy anger, and given i}! Ex- 
imple tv my Neighbours : Pardon me 
likewiſe my' great Sloth and NegleR, in 
not uſins Means to come t6- 4 true' Ut 
derftanding 'of this Great Obſation; 
having ſo often been preſent at it, but 
without a triie Senſe of what was done, 
or a due apprehenſion of thy infinit 
Love towards us in this Holy Inftitution. 
Pardon me all thoſe infinit Diſtrations, 


F- haye either wilfully or negligently 
| admit- - 


Lam 
L2__ 
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admitted in time of Maſs, by. whigh'l 
have wrong*d my Soul, in entertaining 
it with follies infteadiof the Wonders of 
thy Gooineſs, and loſt the opportunity 
of adyancing in thy Love. Pardon me 


all whatever other overſights or Sins of 


this kind I have been at any time guil- 

.ty of, and now. ſhew mercy ,to thy Ser- 

'vante But, above all, pardon me my 

great unworthineſs in' preſuming; to re 

ceive this Divine Food : .How often 

have I approach'd to thy Table with- 

out-due preparation, without a true 
ſenſe of my obligation , with a mind 
diftrated and worldly / How often 
bave I offer'd my Heart, for thy Habi- 
tation , which has been yet diſoxder'd 
with very great Iinpertettions, - and | 
fear defil'd with Sins! And then, how 
have I return'd from this Banquet; to 
atl my weakneſſes , and taken, no care 
for thy abiding with me; my tyrning 
from thy Table, has been turging from 
Tl.ee! © God; my Failings -in this 
kind haye. been without number 3. and 
will they not truly be ny br aa 
Condemnation, if thy Mercy prevents 
it not? Turn not therefore from thy 
Servant in anger , but look on me with 
tie eyes of compaſſion: I confeſs my 
$40$ and here lay them all before Thee, 
and hope in this Day of Mercy, not to 
depart 


te 
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depart without thy Bleſſthg : : bknow 
thou canſt not refuſe the.Petition of a 
Contrite heart, a Heart that is. ſenſible 
of its Offences, and. truly deſirous to 


toamend :_ In confidence of this, I:now 


humble my ſelf before Thee ,; and ac- 
knowledging., all, my: Ingratitude and 
Unworthineſs;, here. in the:Words'of a 
True. Penitent, I: ſue for Mercy-.and 
Pardon, : | | 
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T TAve mercy on me ,.O God,; ac- 
' cording to thy great mercy.//1_ - 

- - Andaccording tothe multitude. of thy * 

tender:mercies,. blot out my LInjquity-': 

.\ Waſh me yet; more from my Jni- 

quity, and cleanſe me from my. Sin. - 

Becauſe I know my iniquity, and' my 
Sin is always againſt me. 

To. thee only have I ſin'd.; and done 
evit before. thee; that thou :may.ft'be 
juſtified in thy words - and: vyercome 
when thou art judg'd, it 17 

\ For, behold, I was conceiv'd in. ini- 
quities, and in Sins has my Mother con- 
ceiv'd me. | 
' For, behold, thou haſt toy'd/Trath : 
the uncertain-and hidden things of i thy 
Wiſdom thou haſt made manifeſt _ 
| Thou 
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\ Thou ſhalt Tprinkle me with hyfſop, 
and 1fhall be cleans'd*ttiou ſhalt waſhme, 
and 1 ſhall 'be : made! whiter than Snoy, 
'" Thou ſhalt make 'me hear joy .aud 
ghadneſs 3 ahd the . bones: , that' are 
tumbled, ſhall rejoice. 

'Turtaway thy faceifroth my Sins , 
ant bfor out all my Tniquities, | 
Create a clean | Heart in me, 0 
God; and renew a right Spirit within 
my Bowels. 
Caft me not away. from thy face; 
and take not thy holy Spirit from me 
Reftore to me the joy of thy Salva- 
tion; 1and confitm 'me with a perfeR 
Pirits' 4 I RNEI4"I A 
. 'I will teath the unjuſt thy ways 3 and 
the wicked Mall be cunvefted-t6 thee; 

* Daliver'me from blood, *O- God, the 

God-of my* Sabvation ;' arid my tongue 

ſhall extol thy Juſtice. 

Thou, O Lord, wilt open my lips; 
and my/mouth ſtall declare thy praiſe. 

- Becauſe if thouwould*K have had facri- 

fee, . verily 4:had given it; with burnt- 

offerings thou wilt not be delighted. 

'* Aﬀacrifice to God is a troubled Spirit: 
a'contrite--and humble Heart , O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. ns 

© According to'thy good will, O Lord, 

deal favourably with Sjon', that the 

walls of Jeruſalem may be built «. 
| 1en 


Ms | 


CERT 


* I thy (Son, 1©y: Redectnex. - 
J | beſeech thee y this offering: I make 
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{/Then'fhalt thou ateept. a cticey 
kiſtice, Oblations , and Whole burat- 
offerings;' then ſhall they fay calves up- 
onthy Alrar: 

, Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the/Holy 

ns it was in the Begiorit - now app 

half” be- world wi Ithout. En 


ever 
jen. 70 of! FEY 7 
* 
ur Seing't now ce op 
for all. theſe -my 


offer thes; 'O' Eternal Fake, df thy 
ttloved/ S6h',"H whom thon art By 
pleated, Let Hit "Be y Adyvcate, 
who hab laid _ tis Life for” the par- 
asn bf my Offaices,, "He" is the -c1 
Prieft ſprifikled with ' His vwn' Blg 

he is a hoty' Victim ; he isa Lamb withs 
out blemiſh, who” being wittbut Sin , 

todk.oh Mil ol” Sink; WM his' Saf 
fringghavhaiForr' Wotls 0 © Betiolc 

in him'is ny” Hope in  Eftift Telus, 
Deſpiſe not, 


thee; but lobk bn the face of thy Chriff, 
who; for oarSalvation hecame bedi- 
ent evertd the Death of the Chae » and 
BaVe himſelf a Sacrifice for our Tranf. 
grelhons, 
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greſſons, Ts. not this thy Son, whom 
thou haſt deliver'd up, far- the Re- 
demption of us thy Unworthy: Ser» i + 
vants? Remember, O Lord, it ishe, & p 
_whom,. being equal to thee in Glory, 
thou haſt humbled iv [the participation K 7 
of our Nature ,- that we might be par- il y 
takers, of. thy Divinity.. Have regard ll a 
therefore to thy Son, and behold thatin Wl 7 
him, which may moye thee to have Wl ( 
compaſhon on me thy Servant ; his ll x 
Wounds are qyer' open to thee, 
and thro' them may my wickedneſs be 


i eyer. hid. from thee 3: my corrupt 


fell” has provok'd thy. Anger 3. let the 

wh. of thy Only Sen. move thee to 
mercy. Have ,mergy on me, © Holy, 
Almighty and Eternal Father, Look-on 
this Spotles Lamb, and,' thro! his Suf- 
ferivgs and: Blood, forgiye; me, I :he- 
feech thee, All my Sins, ſupply all my 
Omiſſons,; uegligence and deteRts, and 
EY nt thy. Grage. '' | (51: 


tis w+ 


Accept tne an un- 
worthy Sinner, whoſe . coming was to 
fave Sinners. I have been an infirm 
and loft Sheep ; but Gnce thon camii 
| [00 


- 
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to heal what was. wounded and finfl 
what was loſt, accept me novv, O E- 
ternal Shepherd., and-eſtabliſh; me in 
thy flock by thy poyverful Grace. 
Preſent me to the Eternal Father in 
virtue of all thy merits, that; thro* 
Thee I may obtain his bleſſing and fa- 
vour, Vvhich , of my ſelf, 1 do not 
deſerve. Into thy hands I commend 
my Spirit, vvho haft redeem'd me, O 


God of Truth. Thou art my hope, 


and yyilt reſtore my inheritance to me. 
VIII: 


Hou art the Good Shepherd, vyho 

. - haſt given thy life for thy 
Sheep: I am the -unhappy Sheep that 
yvvas loſt: Take me novv on thy 
Shoulders, and reftore me to the fold: 
for. yyhat canſt thou deny me, vvho 
hat given thy ſelf for me ? Rule and 


govern me, in , this paſture , where 


thou  haft. placed me, tzll .I come at 
length to the paſtures of/ eternal Life. 
O True Light, vyho enlightn'ft every 
one, that comes into this World, en- 
lighten my eyes, that I ſleep not the 
ſleep of Death. O Fire ever burning 
and ever waſting, behold here thy Ser- 
vant cold, and tepid; enflame- my 
Reins 
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Reins and Heart yvith thy Love : for © te 
thou catn'ft to bring Fire on Earth; Þ Di 
and 'O Lord, canſe it novv to burn in ÞÞ th: 


Me. 'O King of Heaveu and Earth, an 
Rich in Mercy j |behold 1 am poor and I Re 
yeedy?3: Thott know'ft, where is my If foi 
greaveſt” wants and thou alone catiſt I yp 
help mes Help me then, O.'God, and Þ ; 
out of the-treaſure of thy infinit Good I br 
neſs; "ſupply al} the neceffities of my WW th 
Soul. \MyiLord and my God ; . behold 1 WF © 
am thy Servant , Give me underftand- I ho 
ing, raiſe my Aﬀettion, that 1 may both I he 
know and do thy Will Thou art the El fa 
Lamb of Go , that tak'ft away the I 
Sins of the World , take from me, 1 ll © 
beſeech thee, whatever fs hurtful to me I w 
and difpleaſes thee, and give me what I pr 
thou know'ft is acceptable | to *thee , IU hx 
and ptofitable for my eternal good. II th 
Thorw art my Love arti my Joy , my Þ he 
God and my All: Way the powerot I} 4 
thy Love wholy pofſeſs tny Soul , that I 
T may die'to the World , and live to | L 
*Thee;-who for love of me didft die on I þ; 
the Gros,” My God and my AR..'- - x; 
* «And now, Lord face duſt and aſhes has 
prefum'd to ſpeak, permit me 'to add 
-one Petition more in hehalf of thoſe un- 
Happy Souls who living in darkneſs, know 
"no to praiſe thy Name; as likewiſe bf 
thoſe gthers, who belieye not the _ 
ers 


Tatitmrvon of the 2$3 
ders of thyGoodneſs in this holyMyftery. 
Diſcover..tihy.{ef to them... 1, beſcech 
thee, that thay may. know thy Truths, 
and £ive them Faith "to believe them. 
Remove fromthem whatever'\Veil is be- 
fote their eyes; and. let thy.'light-ſhine 
upon thein;: vet -go:hunkan weakneſs ex- 
clude..them, «from: thy., Bleſhags.,” but 
bring all to partake . of that Banquet, 
thou haft appointed for-the Food of all, 
O Lord , *encreaſe- thy Flock , for the 
honour ofichy.Name, that all Nations 
being brought into-thy;;Fold, may there 
talt of thy Sweetnefs, and be nouriſhed 
with thy, Bleſſings. May all people 
come and adore thee » Let none periſh, 
whom thou haſt redeem'd with thy 
precious Blood.* Tn the'name of ay, 1 
here - adore thee s' accept, 1 'befbech 
thee, the poor. homege 1 pzy thee: --1 
bow here before thee, and wifh afl Na 
tions 'of the earth were here 6 bleſs 
thy Name. Let all the earth bleſs oor 
Lord; and all Nations ſing praiſes 'tr 
his Name, becanſe our 'Lord 'is goof, 


and his Metcy endures forever. 
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Having employ'd 4 good part of this 
Day in Devotions due to this ho- 
ly Myftery of the B. Euchariſt : 
on' Thurf day in the Evening the 
Church calls us-again to the con- 
ſoderation of Chriſt's Paſſion ; 
and this ought to be the Subjctt 
of our Thoughts for what remains 


of Pig ys likewiſe for the 


Night following. 
Devotions of. the Paſſion. 


TD Eing now toenter into theThoughts 
43 of thy Paſſion., give. me- Grace, 
Dear. Jeſus, that .|. may perform this 
Devotion with a true ſenſe of. thy.Sufe 
ferings,, with a, gratitude due to the 
Greatneſs of thy Love, and with ſuch 
an interior. change . .of my j$qul, that 
fram henceforth 1 may. never ;be at 
. "peace with .thy Enemies, or. take part 
with them in adding to 'thy Sufferings 
by my Sins, Stand by me now, my 
'Lord , and quicken all the Powers of 
oY Soul, that in thy Wounds I may fee 

Tthie*meaſure of thy Charity, to 
adore it, and of my Offences, tor ever 
to deteſt them. Agony 
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ve * went intotthe 'Garden of Gethſemant, 
*- } vhere having a lively ſenſe of -all the 
Cruelties he was now to ſuffer, :he cry'd 
oF out 3 My Sout is fad ev:n'to; Death 1.and 
mo ben falling proftrate ofi his-face,-: Thus 
, Enis'd up bis Voice to 'his Eterhal- Fa- 


he ther » Father, if it be poſible , Tet this 


Cup piſs from- me : but not' my Will, but 
thine be done. Here it. was that inward 
Conflict of kis- Soul broke forth 4into 
freams of Blood ; and he! became 16 
truly:-oppreſs'd, from the great ;repug- 
nance Nature had to fufter , that -he 
even 'admitted of an Angel's comfort. 
£ © Great was the Humlility of our/Lord; 


+ I but-however, amidft all;his/anguiſh 
wholy reſigns all to his Father's Wilt> 


t i Not my Will, but thine be done, 
+ Q merciful Jeſu, 1 adore and bleſs 


thee for this thy Agony, for all thy 
Fears and Sadneſs , for wy Sighs and 
f I Tears and bloody Sweat, for all thou 
hfer*dft in the Garden.z: I 'give thee 
thanks-for theſe wonderfuleſfeRts of thy 
Love to Man 3, and beſeech thee, by this 


thy infinit Charity, that whenever /tri- 
| bulation 


Agony of Chriſt inthe Garden. 
\ 4A 1 , it: "Bf: WF he is 
T was as on this Night thy Redeemer 


_ 


toaccept relief front his own Creature 
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bulation or anguiſh ſhall aſſault me, x 


hut 
may receive it with a Humility like to I ver | 
thine, -andwith aitrye fabmilſionto*thy I But 


Father's Will * ut eſpecially, O Lord, I thou 
remember me at my Yaſt hour,: wh Þf ciou: 
the terrors ot death (hall begin: to ſeize If they 
me; then-ler thy Angels comfort: me; Il one 
then-let the memory of. thy Suffering, Il j*t 
ra me-againſt. all, apprehenfſiangy KY to: 
that no,fears of Death off Judgmentimay) I Here 
ever lefſewthe Flope Foughtt6 repaſe in; I and 
thee." In the mean time, 'moderate, I I and 
beſeech thee, by thy Holy Spirit, all my Il ol 
Griefs-and Joys, thatno exceſs of either: I and 
Paſſion : may ever remove: thee ontob MI nili 
my fight. Eet nut my chief comfort be: © thol 
Worldly, 'but in the teſtimony of a good: I my 
Conſcience, in the accompliſhment : of. I that 
thy Wilt: and for my troubles, what- || {iz 
ever this.World may bring me, let that! I pro: 
fill be- my. greateſt, whereby, b lameat: I till; 
-— 107mpns grieve for having! offterided! F tho 
Ges / 2700 if | | | 


He's taken. Priſoner and carried be- | * 
. Fore Annas, -:<] I Diſ 


'Weet Jeſus, who amT, that thou he- ( 
ing Almighty and Everlaſting God, I all 
ſhonlft offer thy ſelf to Torments and 
Death for me, who deſery'h no Mer ve 
0' 38111 put 
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hut Juſtice; and for my fins-to he for e-+. 
rer baniſh'd from the fight of Happineſs ! 
But: thus at; pleaſeg} thes 3::a9d therefore 
thou gaveft thy (elf a,yray-ta thy.mali- 
cious enemies,.. that came to-leek: thee? 
they were ftruck dowty, by: the powes of 
one word, to ſhew-their weakneſsz. and 
yet thuu waft takenPriſener by them, 
to: manifeſt thy., Choice ;and; Googneſs, 
terearTiaytor is admisted tor Kifs:theeh 
and: notwithftanding all- his -Freachery; 
and Ingratitude, is receiv/d! with Meek- 
reſs and Peace, : I adore and praiſeghee, 
and give thee 'thanks.,for this thy Hys 
nility,: Meekneſs and Charity, . and-all 
thoſe; other Virtues proQigd for, my ex+ 
ample, whilt-thou waft in the hands:of 
that inſu}ting | Multitude;, whilt they 
kiz'd and dragg't thee along amnvdfit Rev 
proaches, Incignities, and. Blaſphemies, 
til; like-a meek Lamb amongk Wolves, 
thou waft brought before-4wrge, where 
a vile ſervant reproves thee, and; in coms 
tempt, firikes thee on the Face. And 
here thon haſt that, addition to.thy gmef, 
to ſee thy ſelf wholy abandon'd by thy 
Diſciples, and left by them to the mexr- 
cileſs rage of thy enemies. F 
O merciful -Jeſu, 1 beieech thee, by 
all thou then ſuffer'd, to have com>» 


paſhon on me, and deliver me from all 


the bonds of fin $5 my life- is: a kind of 
ſlayecy 
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flayery undeft* thy enemies; the Devil; nc 
the World and the Fleſh- have faften'd Rnis 
their Chains uþon me, - and under their I 
Tyranhy'P aft Uragg'd along;'ever to 
fuch things; ''as my-'Soul abhors. In 
how many particulars, doesa weak con- 
Pliance with the World, draw me out of 
the ways of thy Goſpel ? What violen- 
ces do I fuffer from ill cuftoms, and how 
does my interior corruption puſhme for- 
ward to the contempt of thy Law ? Look 
therefore and have mercy on me, O Je- 
ſa; overthrow all: my enemies by the 
power of thy Word, and force them to 
give way,' Deliver me from the capti- 
vity of fin;'and break all thoſe bonds 
aſunder, which do violence to my Soul: 
may thoſe bonds, which tie thy innocent 
hands, obtain for me a true liberty,that 
being difingag'd from all ſinful or world- 
ly"ties, my Soul may delight m thy F* "7 
Commandments and ſeek no other reſt, #1 
but in thee. lay 


| Feſus im the Houſe of Caiphas. Bi; 


| hs Annas,my Redeemer is ſtill hur- WBliſs 


ried on to the Houſe of Caiphbas, Fre: 
the High-Prieft of that year 3 Here Fifi 
falſe Accuſations are preſs'd againft him, I ſpec 
all which he hears in filence ; here he's 
| X con- 
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ndemn'd of Blaſphemy, and here thrice 
knied by Peter. Twas here, the Judge 


> Meciring, he's left all night amongſt rhe 


puldiers: and who can imagine the 
half part of what he ſuffer'd from their 
human cruelty? He is buffeted, and 
pit on, till he is wholy disfigur'd, and 
t without ſhape or form ; he is made 
he obje&t of their ſcorn, become the 
moſt contemptible of Men, and reputed 

a Worm of the Earth, | 
O Jeſu, I adore, praiſe and give thee 
thanks for all the indignities offer'd thee 
1 this night of darkneſs; 1 admire thy 
Rtience, love thy Charity, and beſeech 
tiee ſo to imprint the remembrance -of 
| Whiis night in my Soul, that amidft all 
tproaches, injuries, calumnies,and con- 
tmpts, thy Meekneſs and Silence being 
wrer before my Eyes, my Pafhons may 
& moderated,..and it may ſeem tome 
ther a happineſs, than misfortune to 
lave a hare in theſe Trials, which thou 
tft ſanified in thy Perſon, and ſhewr 
s, how much they are to be valued, 
which being avoided by the Work, as 
triis, are yet the ſeeds of everlaſting 
bliſs. Grant, that in no ftreights I may 
ter deny thee, and whenever, through 
Jifirmicy, I'fall, raiſe me again by the 
beedy ſuccors of thy Grac2; that 
mowing my ſelf in my weakneſs, I may 
Oo likes 
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likewiſe have a true knowledge of thee 
Ini the experience of thy untir'd good} 2p 
neſs. 


. 4 » 
He's carried to Pilate and Herod 


PTTHus disfigur'd with the Soldier 
2 Cruelty, He's early in the mor 
ning carried to Pilate, and there ſtand; 
boand before a. petty Governor; he 
accus'd again -by hisown People, of Bla 
phemy and Sedition, and beats. all the 
artempts of their Malice in a peaceful ſt 
lence. Theace he's ſent to #erod, whe 
for the hopes of ſeeing ſome. Mirack 
foon gives him audience, hears all hi 
Crimes, but hearing no defence, con 
'demnsthis Meekneſs for ioſenfibility; and | 
ſends him back..$0-Fzate, cloath'd in; 
ay the fign of bis Cor \ 


Fe. © ye wabj S of Heaven, beholl ay 
»"MeEter iſlom of God, cloath'd in enc 


4nthis Livery of Scorn : and thou, myll ; 9; 
Soul, enter in with. this company, anc 
rroftcate before-thy. Soyereign,:the more 
contemptible he is, the more he:deſerves 
thy Gratitude and Love: if; thou canſt 
not b:hold him amidſt the ſplzndors 0 
tus-Glory, look on him now at = 
| when 
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| when all his Majeſty being hid, there 
x64 appzars nothing bat Mockery and Con- 
tempt; and let not thy adoration be the 
les, becaufe thou ſeeſt him humbled; tis 
for thy fake-he's ſo. Thank: him for what 
he ſuffers ;/ and: whenever it comes to 
. ll thy ſhare toi be contemn'd ; rememHer, 
er however diſreliſhing it may be toNature 
and Self-Love, *tis what. thy Redeemer 
hoſe ; and if thou 'pretend'it to be -his 
Diſciple ; 1s thz Diſciple toheabove the 
Mafter2, If they have. call'd him Belze-' 
A bub; how much more thcſe of his Houſe 
| SI hold ? | 


Y T (us is brought back, to Pilate, and 
ON Barabbas preferr'd before k1th. 


in; WW this ignominious Title: and 
| Livery of: publick .Scorn, Jeſus 
is ſent back to Pilate, who finding no 
01Y cauſe deſerving. Puniſhment -or Death, 
1 11 endeavour'd to releaſe him 3; offering, 
or upon the Peoples demand, to give him 
my adiſcharge: but they having little re- 
and ezrd to-Innocence or Juſtice, and over- 
ory rul'd by the malice of- their Prieſts, 
Ve made: their Petition in faygur of. Barab- * 
nft bas; defiring Murder andSedition to be 
ON ft at liberty, and Jeſus to be Crucified: 


O 
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--O Jeſus, mercifully preſerve me, I be- 


* ſeech thee, from ſuch Obſtinacy and 


Rlindneſs. I ſee here, what are the ef- 


" feats of violent Paſhon, and that when 


the heart is once poſſe(s'd, and ulcerated 


' with this evil, it turns all into corrup» 
* tion 3 there never want pretexts, to 


trample on all that's Good, and perſe- 
cute Virtue, as if it were truly Vice, A 
paſſionate and corrupt mind is a fruit» 
ful ſource of all injuſtice, aud. the moſt 
unreaſonable diſorders: deliver mg from 
thisevil of the Phariſees, -O Lord} and 
from the weakneſs too of the people, 
that 1 may never yield to what is ſinful 
and unjuft, upon the ſolicitation of 0+ 
thers: that love for virtue,-know, is too 
feeble, which only 'then. keeps within 
the bounds of Duty, when it has no en- 
couragement- to tranſgrels them. And 
yet how often do I miſerably fall into 
this Weakneſs, nay into this Blindneſs 
too; whilft turning but with a paſſing 
glanceon my paſtlife,I ſee there the ma- 
ny times I have preferr'd thy Creatures, 
the World, my Satisfa&tion or Intereft 
before Thee.O Lord, I have choſen Z1- 
rabbas, and abancon'd Jeſus! I have 
'faln into the crime of the Jews ; and 
have now greater reaſon to condemn 
my own Treacheryand Ingratitude,than 
their wickedneſs. They knew not what 
thcy 
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they did ; but I have no ſuch plea. But 
c.. | poweverl have ftill thy goodneſs to ap- 

| pxalto. 'Tis there I now make my ad- 
dreſs: and tho' my fins are without 
number, yet I have a confidence in the 
pe ſufferings of my Redeemer, and hope, 


20 through them to obtain mercy,of which, 
f of my ſelf, I confeſs I am altogether un-- 
| worthy. 

te Y 
Nis : 

m He's Seourg'd at the Pillar. . 

1d 

e Je ftill continues his endeavours to 
ul deliver Jeſus from the malice of the 


0- | Jews, and therefore commands him to 
0 EF he tied to a Pillar, and to be there 
i F ſcourg'd in the fight of his enemies, ho- 
n- F ping with this puniſhment of a Slaye, to 
1d I fatisfie their Rage, and thus take him out 
to FF of their hands. | 
ſs Moft dear Redeemer, whilſt I behold 
1s | thee at the Pillar, there expos'd to con» . 
a- F fuſion: and left to the mercy of thoſe 
'S, & cru-l Executioners, I ſee there the imy 
ſt menſity of thy Love for us, and great- 
4- J neſs of our fins againſt thee, I ſee there 
ve I the flarery, into which we were degrad- 
d }| & ++ and in thy Wounds, the puniſhment-- 
in F duetoour crimes. *'Tis we that had of- 
fended, and thou ſuffer'ft for our trapſ- 
greſhons; my fins bind thy hands, and 
O 3 every- 
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evcty troke thou-receiveſt, is the ct 
of my iniquities; fo that tis Ithat dray 
tk-e, and not the Jews, tothat Pillar of 
puniſhment and ſhame. Hold therefore 
you Executioners. of Juſtice ; 'tis I that 
tave ſin'd and done wickedly ; puniſh 
not lanocence, but let the-Guilty ſuffer. 
Thus the knowledge of my fins make 
me cry ont : but thou, O God of infi- 
nit mercy, giv'ſt contrary orders; Thou 
fy ft from above ; puniſh the Innocent, 
that'thoſe, who are Guilty, maybe at 
liberty, and eſcape the rigor of Juſtice. 
Blefſed, O Lord, be this thy goodnels 
to ſinful worms; and blefſed for ever þe 
thy Name, O Jeſus; 1 adore thee and 
praiſe thee for this thy Mercy. I will 
everremember theſe Bonds, theſe Scour- 
ge5 af the Pillar ; I thank thee for what 
thou here ſufferedft; 1-wiſh I could here 
mix with thy ſacred blood fome tears of 
hearty Contrition, that fo I might ob- 
tain pardon of allmy fins ; Thy Wounds 
ery ont for Mercy; Mercy, then O God 
vf Goedne's, Hare mercy on'me» 


Feſu 
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Telus is Crown'd with Thorns and 4 
Scerter of a Reed put in his Hanas, 


T” H E Soldiers not content with this- 
Cruelty , out-go their Orders, 
and twiſting a wreath -of Thorns, fix it 
ot! his ſacred Headz and haying put a 
mock'Scepter of a Reed into his Hands, 
they then in ſcorn, bow down before 
him, and in contempt ſalute him thus 3 
Hail King of the F2ws, | 
Andchon, my Soul, canft thou now 
ſand RN and view thy Lord amidſt this 
Rabble ? Run. rather in, and proftrate 
before thy Saviour, give him the Hoe 
nour dueto him. ''Whilft they in (corn, 
do thou with all:poſitble reverence,adore 
him for thy God, no leſs in Pzlar's Hall, 
than above in Glory. _ Call in the An. 
gels to thy afſiftance and joyning in one 
Choir, ſalute him in the higheſt ftrain, 
Hail King of Earth 'and Heaven. , But 
whilſt thou ſeeft his Head pierced with 
Thorns, think ſomething of that inte= 
rior grief, which pierc'd his Soul,. arte 
ig not only from the contradiftion, he 
then ſuffer'd, of the nn'(gieving Jews, 
but likewiſe from all finners, which is 
here fignified by the Crown he wears. 
And whilft thou refle@'ft on this, re- 
O 4. ſokyo. 
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ſolve with patience, and even without 
complaint, .to. ſubmit, not. only to 
outward troubles, but alſo all interior 
Pains, which often are a rack upon the 
>PIrits ; to all Darkneſs, Dryneſs, Un- 
certainties and Doubts: and having 
conſulted thoſe alone, whoſe advice is 
neceflary for thy diredtion, then caft 
thy ſelf at the feet of Jeſus Crown' 
with Thorns, and there acknowledge, 
'tis juſt thou ſhould'ft be interiorly af- 
flicted, who haſt ſo often made ſuch ill 
aſe of thy Heart and Thoughts. Think 
*twas one part of thy coming into. this 
World, to ſuffer the contradiftion of 
Ven ; to be diſquieted with the uncer- 
rainties of thy own thoughts, and that 
thy only remedy of theſe diſorders,is,to 
keep cloſe to Jeſus, who was pleas'd to 
be Crown'd with Thorns, to teach thee 
thus to ſuffer. O Jeſus, -whenever | 
teel theſe Thorns, grant I may then re- 
member thine, and from thy Patience 
learn, without murmuring, to ſubmit 
to all diſquiets. 


Ecce Homo. Behold the Man, 


Nate ſtill makes another attempt in 
P favour of perſecuted Innocence ; 
and therefore caver'd as he was with 
| Wounds 


n 
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Wounds and Bloud, and under all theſe 
enſigns of Conrempt , ſhews him from 
ſome eminent place to the Cruel Multi- 
tude ; Saying, Ecce Homo + Behold the 
Mar, hoping by ſuch-an Obje& of Mi- 
ſery, to ſoften their Hearts, and abate 
their Fury. but they ftill unmoy d, 
and obſtinate in their Wickedneſs, cry 
out; Crucify , Crucify, Crucify bim, 
Crucify him. 

O Dreadful conſequence of a Paſſion 
once conceiv'd £ ?Tis much eafier pre- 
vented , than moderated; No body 
knows the effefs 'of one ill Aion, and 
what variety of Evils are often the 
growth and puniſhment of one, O 
Jeſus, the Jews receive no benefit from 
the fight of thy torments; and if 1, 
now in this holy Time, Contemplating -. 
thy Sufferings, continue. ſtil] unreform= 
ed, what am I but even a Jew, like - 
them, inſenfible and ftony ! Preſerve 
me, O Jeſus, from this Obduratneſs : 
and by this afflition, into which thy- . 
Love for me has brought thee; give me 
grace and ſtrength to amend. And 
thou O Eternal Father, Ecce Homo; Be- 
bold the Man: See thy disfigur'd Son 3 
See what extremity of Evils he has'ſufs 
fer;d for my ſake,that from Head to Foot 
he,is but one Wound ; Conſider the infi- 
nit merits of his Paffion ; and. then: I 


Os hope . 


'hope thou wilt look on me with 
INELCY, 


Jeſus s. Condenn'd ,| and, carries 

| his Crofs, r 44 + 
TY lite confeſſes the Innocence of Jeſus, 
. and-iyet in. a weak 'comphance , 
and for fear of loſing Caſar's favour, 
7Tronounces- Seatence''of Death agamſt 
him, -and delivers him &p to the: Jews 
avd Gentils to: be Crucifted: . forth- 
withia'. heavy. . Croſs-its laid :on his 
Shoulders, and under that Weight he 
£0's towards Mount Catvary, till 'un- 
able to. move farther, Simon the Cyrene- 
4niiscommanded'to affift him. |. ©: 
T attore thy _infinit Love, O: God, in 
a<tivering thy Son to Death'for us: and 
Ithank thee, :Dear- Jeſus, for thy infi- 
Fit Chatity in atcepting of this Death 
ayd voluntary Offetiogtthy felf to Suf- 
tr for our 'Redemprioti; © But- then 
thofe Sins 1 there moft "heartily deteſt, 
wiſich are the cauſe of thy Sufferings ; 
theſe of all ages .paſt, preſent and- to 
come, and; mine in particuhr ; for all 
theſe conur' to thy Condemnation , 
whilſtthou offer thy" felf a Sacrifice 
for all, and none cans be expiated, but 
Þy:thy Death, Tis then the weight of 
$51 | thele 
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theſe ,' mare than. of thy. Croſs , that 
bears thee down , the weight of our 
Sins are thy oppreſſion; Grant, O Je- 
ſus, I: may never add more to thy 
Burthen. | 

But 'Thoyu..go'ft on towares Death 
with thy Croſs: and in this 1-ſee, what 
ought to be the method of my Life, if 
it be truly Chriftian. 1 muft,volunta- 
rily-accept my Croſs, and carry it with 
Peace: and: Patience 3 not only ſubmit- 
twg 40 ſuch. Eyils, thy Hand fhall lay 
upon;;me ; but likewiſe in- depriving 
my ſelf of many Creatures, of which 
my Sins have render'd me unworthy, 
and my Corrupt Nature makes dan- 
gerous to me: as alſo in ſuffering ſuch 
mortificatians , - as--are - neceſſary for 
preventing 'in me the encreaſe of Sin, 
or ſatisfying the Divine Juftice for 
whatTI have already committed, That. 
Death likewiſe to which I am haftning, 
I . muſt. confider as a, Puniſhment to * 
which I am-;juſtly condemn'd ,, which 
Thou ; my- God; wilt however , accept 
from me ,.; as a. Sacrifice for Sin', if I 
humbly ſubmit to-it ,, as the effed of 
thy Juſtice, and as due to my Offences. 
In .unioa then. with that. Sacrifice my 
Redeemer offer'd thee on the Croſs, I 
accept thz Sentence of Death, in what-. - 
ever manner 1 am to ſulter it, ys - 2 

fv) 
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other evils ; and now offer them to 
thy Divine Majefty, 

Bnt- which of all theſe can I ſuffer, 
except thou takeſt part with me and 
help't to bear my Croſs ? Of my 
ſelf I am weak and wholy unable to go 
thro" with patience, Help me then, 
Dear Jeſus, help me to bear my Croſs; 
Cotnfort me in all my Sufferings, and 
ever ſupport my Soul, that it fink not 
under the weight. Whatever uneaſi- 
neſs 1 find, 1'1] ever look on Thee : PI 
rememHver thy Voice where thou com+ 
mandeft; Take up thy Croſs and fob 
low me. S 


Good- Friday. 
Teſus is Crucified. 


Eing thus arriv'd at Mount Calya- 
4 F ry, Jeſus is forthwith ftretch'd out 
*upon the Croſs; his Hands and Feet are 
pterc'd with Nails, and with* them 
-faftn'd to the Wood ; and thys, with 
Shouts and Cries of the inſultiog Mul- 


titude, he's rais'd up into the Air; and . 


in this manner he offers himlelf a bleed- 
ing Sacrifice to the Eternal Father , a 
P:opitiation. for our $ins , and thoſe of 
the whole World, And 
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And thou, my Soul; what wilt thou 
now do? Stand a while and wonder at 
the prodigious Mercy of thy God, See 
and believe 3 He that is become. thus 
miſerable, expos'd to Publick Shame , 
reproach'd by all, now bleeding and top- 
mented inevery Part, is God, the Son 
of God made Man for thee; for thee 
and for thy Sins. Stand thetino.long- 
er, but run in to thy Suffering: Lord, 
and -at. his Feet pour forth” thy Soul in 
all the extaſies of Love and Praiſe. 
'- I adore thee,' O Feſus, for this thy 
infinit Love ; - for that thou art pleas'd 
to ſuffer all theſe Torments? for -my 


Sins. O ye holy Spirits above, : Come 


and adore- your- Lord, and praiſe him 
for ever : He has-humbled himſelfito 


the Death of the 'Croſs, for us, poor, 


ungrateful Worms ; to redeem us from 
all the difmal effe&ts of Sin,-:and recon- 
cile us again to ' his Eternal Father: 
'Tis my God that ſuffers, that a poor 
Worm may be” happy; 'tis my God 
that-ſuffers, that he may redeem 2 
Slave. 'Bleffed be this thy Goodneſs, 
O Jeſus3 and now vouchſafe to extend 
thy Mercy to this poor, miſerable and 
unworthy Sinner before thee. I confeſs, 
my Sins have helpt to open thoſeWounds, 
which are flowing with Blood z my 
Wickedneſs and Ingratitude youre? 

tice 
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thee deeper, than; thoſe: Nails, | which 
pierce thy. Hands and Feet. But how. 
ever, ſo: has. thy Goodneſs order'd it ; 
as thy. Torments : and Suffering are the 
cftes,: ſo ate they: likewye the/Remgs 
dy 1of Sin; And ;therafore 3! *tho!- amy 
Wicketneſs:is a ſythcient terror tome, 
caſting me. even to the brink of-Deſpair; 
yet, when-4-confider thy. Pathon, and 
behold thee;;! my . Redeemer, ; bleetling 
far my- iniquity;jand by. an-opprobrie 
ous andijcruel \Deathy paying the debt 
due to; the Divine Iuſtice;, this, raiſes 
vÞ my Spirits: again, | and- lays the 
Foundatior of ſuch folid hopes, that 
truly>I have: Comfort 'and., Meycy . be- 


tore wy- Eye. ad I can- nevyer' more 


diftruſt-of thy Gaodneſs. . - | 
Behold. then, Dear Jeſus, I caſt my 

ſelf-at the foot of thy Croſs; I -briag 
with me all the $ins of my Life , and 
laying them. before | thee ; 1-there de- 
clare againſt them ,- as thy, Enemies 
and mine ; I beſeech-thee/to;grantme 
a true and fincete -Contrition, that i 
may faithfully forſake them ; and. with 
a firm Confidence I cry out ;- Wafh me, 
from-all my iniquities , and-cleanfe me; 
from my ifins ; let thoſe ſacred $treams,:; 
which flow' from thoſe,-Fountains' of 
Life, purify me from all my wicked» 
neſs ;; let them arch into the. lecgrty 
0 
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of my Heart, and leave ' no- difordet 


minious' | Defth'Jand * pierced?: Het; 
Grant me iow prdoli'of 'my' Sins, aid 


World, let. all thy Torments and 'pre> 
cious: Blood plea * fori my-80A1 and fe- 
care; me againſt 'the ſeverity” of 'thy 
Judgments. Amen. ' LT | 
Jeſu, the Good Shepherd," who with' 
thy-Blood'feedeft'and healeft thy Sheep 3 
Gravt, that the effuſion of thy Blyod, 
be tome a Comfort end the remedy'of 
all my Sins. Amen, *- 
Innocent Lamb” of God , who takft 
away the Sins of the World , 1, beſeech 
thee- by all thy Pains and interior An- 
zviſh” of thy- Heart”, fpare* the , 'anid 
ſhew merey' tb nie-in the Day of Trp 
ment, Amen, | 
Jeſu, obedient Son to God- the Fas 
ther, who ſo willingly ſabmitte#'F to 
drink the bitter Cup of! thy Paſhoh, 
and in thy Thirft, hadt Gall and Vi- 
negar givento' refreſh thee 3' Grant, 
by all thy Sufferings, I may be ever 
Humble and Fatient in all ny 
4 an 


304  Good-Priday. 


and obedient- to the. Eternal Father, 
even to Death. Amen. 

Jeſus the High Prieft, who offered 
to God the Father a Sacrifice without 
ſpot or blemiſh, for, the making our 

ace with Heayen ; Grant, by the in- 

nit Merits of-thy Paſkon and Death, 


I may die to. the World and live to thee- 


alone,. and whenever I am to go hence, 
that I may. depart in thy peace. 
Amen. —_ 


. Jeſu of Nazareth, King of the Jews, 


by thy Viftory on the Croſs, over all 
thy Enemies, defend me, I beſeech 
thee, from all mine: deliver me, from 
all dangers of Soul. and Body : Grant 
peace and unity to thy -Church ; Reft 
to the Faithful: departed; to Siuners 


true Repentance and Pardon 3 and 


Grace, and Mercy to all, Amen. 

Jeſu, my Dear Saviour, the Faithful 
Shepherd of my Soul, have compaſhon 
on this Sheep, that has gone aftray and 
run from thee. Open to me thy Heart 
and Sacred Wounds, that in. them [ 
may hide my ſelf from the anger of 
my offended God, be proteQed and 
purified, . Crucify in me my Fleſh with 
all its Vices and Concupiſeences. . Ex- 
tinguiſh in_ me all Pride and Self-love, 
and whatever other ill AﬀeQions there 
be, that diſorder my Soul, Renew 
a 
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a right Spirit within my Bowels. 
Strengthen in me my good Defires , 
that 1 may readily perform my Duty, 
that I-may ſincerely love thee, and 
faithfully ſerve thee ; that I may never 
» | Glory but in thy Croſs, O Lord Jeſus 
; | Chrift; that 'the World may | be. cruci- 
-& fied to me and I to the Warld. Thou 
, | haſt faid, When thou art lifred up from 
the Earth, thou wilt draw all things to 

| thy Self: Draw me then now to thee, 
| O dear Redeemer, and let there be no- 
| f thing, that ſhall any more ſeparate me 

from thee. - 
And Thou, O Eternal Father, look 
on. the face of thy Chrift ; accept this 
Sacrifice he now offers thee on the 
Croſs ; let that Anguiſh of his Soul, 
| thoſe Torments in his Body, that Blood, 

which he ſheds , that Death he ſuffers, 
| | be the Propitiation for my Sins : It was 
\ | for theſe he makes this Offering to 
| | Thee; and, O Gad; let not all: this 
; | be loft on me, 


a" I TT 


Having 
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Having thus put up thy Petitions , 


Sit ſtill a while at the foot of the 


: "Croſs , and -there'; learn [ome 


-. Leſſons "thy ' Suffering Redeemer 


teaches thee. 


I, Earn what Sin is-: Thou general» 

lyframeft ſome weak Idea of it:; 
but tar ſhort of thathorror, which truly. 
belongs to it. Look now on thy Dy- 
ing Lord”, and ſee with what ſeverity 
God puniſkes it in -his Only Son, who. 
undertook to Satishe for the Sins of 
Men; :*Tis his. Lite alone, more valy- 
able. than a thouſand Worlds, is the on- 
ly: Sacrifice capable 'of Satisfying for 


Sin, And yet; how blind are Men, ſo- 


eaſily. to run into it, drinking down 
laiquity like Water! Muſt not they 
one day, by this Means , .pull-on their 
Heads the weight of God's Juftice ? 
Lay thou hol:l of this Remedy before 
thee, and Sin no more. 

II, Learn what is the demerit of Man 
inthe Mate of fin, aud what obligation 
his guilt brings on him. Jeſs Chrilt 
1s depriv'd of all things of this World ; 
£0 


5 I” v 2; Tv 9 


Feſws us Cricified, 307 


to ſhew, thata Hriner has loft all right 
to the eyjoyment or poſſeſſion'of Crea- 
tures; and that when he is deprived of 
them, heis then in that ftate, which is 
juſtly his due. Jeſus Chrift on the Croſs 
is ina ſtate of ignominy, expos'd to the 
reproaches of the infulting Jewsand Pa- 
gans,trampled on,even fo as to be thruft 
into the loweft rank of Men, which is 
that of Slaves. This is to ſhew us, that 
ina$ much as we are finners, there's.no 


ſort of contempt, which is not juftly our 


due, for our rebellion 2gainft our God: 
Sothat all we can ſuffer in this kind, is 
infinitly leſs than we deſerye. 'Tis to 
ſhew us, that the -undue enjoyment 'of 
Creatures, and defire of unlawful  plea- 
ſures, deſerve not:only to be puniffd 
with the privation of them, but -like- 
wife with pain and torments: that theſe 
are: truly the portion of finners: and 
tho' our Redeemer was pleaſed to:take 
this part on himſelf, *twas not toexempt 
us from all ſuffering in this Worldz; but 
to deliver us from pains everlafting, the 
greatneſs of which ought to make us 
regard all that as inconſiderable, which 
God has left us to ſuffer,. which is only 
Temporal. 

IKE! Learn, not only, that what-thous 
ſceft'Chrift ſuffer; 'is due to thee; "that 
the loye of Juftice ought to make _— 
ove 
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love the privation of Creatures, to love 


ignominy and pain : but likewiſe, that 
in theſe three particulars, ſo contrary 
to our inclination, conſiſts the true re- 
medy of our fins. Our evil conſifts in 
our immoderate love and adhefion to 
Creatures\:_ The remedy is to' deprive 
our ſetves of them, and bring our ſelves, 
as near as may be, to that forſaken ſtate 
of Chrift Crucified. Our evil conſiſts 
inthe love of pleaſure; Chriſt Crucified 
ſhews us the remedy --to be in painful 
' mortification. Our evil confifts, in ſeek» 
ing Honours or vain eſteem of Men: 
the remedy is in patiently ſuffering Te- 
proaches and contempts. Thus ,,tho' 
the Leſſons of-the Croſs ſeem hard to us, 
yet they are nftruQions for the cure of 
all ourfins, and fo much the more wil- 
lingly to be receiv d, as far as the remes 
dies preſcriy'd are only ſhort and paſl# 
fing, and yet are remedies for the pre- 
venting of everlaſting evils. The ſhort 
.depriving- our ſelves of Creatures, is 
the remedy againft that eternal poverty 
aud ſeparation, to which the damned 
ſhalt be reduc'd. Paſſing Mortification, 
the remedy of eternal pains ; and mo- 
mentary contempts prevent. that Con- 
fuſion of the Reprobate, which ſhall ne- 
ver end; In this manner in the Crols, 
is the remedy_of our preſent evils and 
thoſe 
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thoſe to come; and if it ſeems difficult 


toour Paſhons, which are to be- cured ; 
let the conſideration of theevils, which 
otherwiſe wait for us;: recommend it to 
our practice, in rendering it more eafie. 
IV. Learn from the Croſs the true 
diſpoſition,in which thySoul ought to be: 
not only in efteeming the privation of 
pleAfures and honours, a much more va- 
loable Chriſtian good, than the enjoy-' 
©.them : but likewiſe to contemn 

> a horror for a Worldly life, 


poſſeiſing them. Whatever evils there- 
fore. fall to'thy ſhare.” thou onght'ſ fil 
tolook on thy ſelf a thouſand times more 
happy than thoſe, who are in the quiet 
enjoy ment of [their Pride, Luxury and 


-Pelights : what the World values, as 


e greateſt happineſs, thou ought'ſt to 
conſider, as the greateft misfortune. And 
this thou art tolearn at the foot of the 
Croſs. 

V. Learn, that Chriſt on the Croſs 
s not conquer'd by his enemies, but 
that even there is the field of his Vitto-! 
ry and Triumphs ; there he overcomes 
the Devil and the World : but learn 
too, wherein conlifts the vitory of a 
Chriftian, . The vi&ory of Jeſus Chriſt 
s-wholy inviſible; there appears nothing 
to 
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to ſenſe, but one opprels'd under the 
malice of his enemies. A Chriſtian I} at 
then is not to deſire: any viſible effets || P: 
of - his vittory ,-- or that Gad ſhould } tl 
grant him--any remarkable advantages © 
over his Adverfaries. His Triumph is 
in ſuffering to death, under allattempts 
whatever. This is the victory of Faith, 
not leſs real, becauſe inviſible; *ris this 
which belongs toall the Ele&; of whom 
the: Apofile ſpeaks :' every - one, th 
born of God; overcomes the W 
and this is the victory, that ove 
the World, our Faith. bs, 

—- Learnz what manner of loveVion 

wift to God : tis ſuch a love, as,qbli- 
_ theeto-prefer his Glory and Int 
before all things. and ſurrender thy Tife 
with joy in defence of his Truth and 
his Honour. This is the Leſſon Jeſi 
Chrift praGtices on the Croſs. He gives 
his life for the confeſſion of the Truth, 
after he had maintain'd it-before Pilate 
and the Jews, he ſeals with his blood 
the DoCtrin he had Preach'd, and thus 
becomes the Head and King of all Mar- 
tyrs. 

VII. Learn, what. manner: of love 
thou ow'ft thy Neighbour: for 'tis for 
Men Chrift. gives up his life 3: to. reſcue 
them from the power of- Hel], and open 
Heayen for them ; he dies, not only =_ 
US 
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his Eriends and Juft, but alſo for ſinners 
and enemies of God, to make their 
Peace, and obtain Grace for rendring 
then again the Friends.of- God. Thus 
extenſive ought thy. Charity to be, not 
coufin'd by human reſpe&t, but wholy 
without reſerve» Confider too, what 
thy Patience ought to be in this-point z 
Jeſus. on the Croſs ſuffers the reproaches 
of the inſulting Jews; and their-cruelty 
progokes him not : he looks on thei 
"crimes on the moſt favourable fide, as 
ects of their ignorance, and not 
their malice. His thoughts are com- 
paſtonate, and his words peaceable : Fa- 
ther,” forgue them, they know not what 
they"do. See here the bigheft degree of 
patience taught thee by Jeſus Chrift: 
, VUI. Learn the great Duty of offer- 
30g Sacrifice'to God. which Chriſt do's 
ves | ©n the. Croſs, and there providing for 
th, Þ our Salvation, gives us opportunity of 
ate | offering our ſelves with him. Man, as 
od || a Creature, was ever obliz'd to offer 
1us | Sacrifice to God :; and inftead of thoſe 
ar- | Spiritual Sacrifices, offer*d} by him in 
the ſtate of Innocence; his duty, asa 
ve || finner, was to offer to: him his very 
or | life, in fome recompence for: the offence 
ue | committed againft the infinit Majsfty of 
en | God. But that fin, .which brought this 
or | 9dligation on him, .readex*d* him at the 
| ſame 
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ſame time incapable of performing it, | 


The Sacrifice due to God, was. for the 
expiation of tin, and ought to have been 
a Victim pure; without ſpot or blemiſh: 
now- he himſelf was very unqualified 
for becoming ſuch a Sacrifice, being de. 
fil'd, corrupted and infinitly diſpropors- 
tion'd to the greatneſs of the offence, 
that had been committed. He was oblig'd 
then to an impoſſibility ; and 'twas' in 
vainto ſubſtitute in his place the * 

of Beafts, with which God would ttt be 
ſatisfied. But however what was, thus 
impoſſible to Men and even to Angels, 
the Son of God made poſſible .by ſubſti- 
tuting himſelf inftead of all other Sa- 
crifices, and offering to his Father,” his 
Life, which was of antinfinit Price, for 
the expiation and fatisfaftion of ſin, 
Thus, the Croſs is not only the inftru- 
ment of Chrift's ſuffering; but like- 
wiſe the Altar of his Sacrifice. *Tis 
there he offers the Vitim of his Body, 
that he may continually offer it to God 


for all eternity : and *tis by this holy 


means, infinitly ſurpaſſing all the 
thoughts of Men, he gives them an ex- 
pedient, whereby to diſcharge thoſe du- 
ties, which otherwiſe, were altogether 
impoſſible to them, that is, of offering 
their lives to God, and making him a 
Sacrifice of Expiation, -capable of ſa- 
tisfying 
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Þ tisfying for fin. For Jeſus Chriſt cho- 
fing them for his Brethren, admits them 
1 7} jkewiſe into part of his Prieſthood, gi- 
1 Bring them right of making an Offer- 
4 Fling of Him, and joyning to it the $2- 
> Ecrifice of their own lives, which, of 
* | themſelves, being unworthy of being 
”» f preſented 'to God, become worthy and 
q acceptable, by being joyn'd to the Sacri- 
n'F fice of Jeſus Chriſt. This Devotion, 
4 Fthus learnt from the Croſs, we ought 
2 Yaaily-to prattiſe, offering our ſelves to 
5 F God, in union with Chriſt, and begging 
S E Grace, at our laſt hour, to conſummate 
+ F this Sacrifice, in union with his. 


Teſs expires on the Croſs. 


Cr 
p 
- | Li; VEy Attion of Chriſt was of infi- 
- nit yalue, ſufficient to ſatisfie the 


s I Divine Juftice and redeem Man: and yet 
not ſufficient, according to the dehgn 
of God's infinit Wiſdom, who being 
willing to evidence the greatneſs of his 
Mercy and Love to Men, and give them 
a full inftrution in their Duty , was 
pleas'd for a more plentiful Redemption, 
that he ſhould die for them. His Death . 
then was the end of his coming into the 
World, and'tis tothis we muſt acknow- 
ledge the benefit of our Redemption. 

”” God 
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God gave him to us, that he might dieyy 
for us. What then ought we not to doſſg,; 
for him? What effe&s ought his death], 
have on every part of our lives? AndF. 
yet how much wanting is the greateſt}, 
part of the World,in ſatisfying this obti-l;;e 
'Eation? 'What part has Jeſus Chriſt infle; 
the condutt of their lives? What place gre 
has he in their Hearts and Thoughts? 
Certainly there is ſomething ſo ſurpri- 
fing in this ſtupidity and ingratitude of 
Men, in regard of this infinit mercy, 
that 'tis not leſs wonderful than that 
Charity or Love of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
mov'd him to undertake it. for our Sal-fſ;. 
vation. O'God,'if thy powerful Graceſ,zh 
foftens uot this hardne(s of our hearts; je 
if thou render*ft us not more ſenſible of ich 
this thy infinit Love; thy Death, Ill 
fear, will be the Condemnation, andy; 
not the remedy of our Ingratituie, andJl, 
Corruption of our Hearts. 

_ JeſusChrift then expir'd on the Croſs; ſlgy 
. but'not till he had fully accompliſh'd the Ye 
work enjoyn'd him by his Father.  Con- Bj; 
fummatum eſt, All was finiſh'd,nothing left N;, 
imperfeR, 'that was recommended to y;s 
@8*. This is a Rule, we ought ever to ff; | 
have hefore our eyes 3 and yet; however Þ;. 
neceffary, *tis little thougbt on. The ft. 
greateſt part of Men at the hour of Fry, 
death, haye little of that —_ » SOL 
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which they came into the World, and 
for which their life was given them. 
{The end of their coming here, was to 


ſeek the cure of- their infirmities, to 


"I work out their Salvation, and lay up 


treaſures in Heaven ; and all this is the 
leaſt .part of their concern. The far 


eFgreater number of Men ftand in nee1 of 
"Fbeing admitted then to begin their lives 


again, when they have made an end of 
living. Buf this is not granted ; once 
the time is paſt, there is then no more 
time., God then ſays to us, tho? in a 
different ſenſe, Conſummarum eſt, All 
sfiniſt?d : your time is at an end; that 
which now is not done, muſt for ever be 
left undone ; let us therefore adore in 
Chriſt this accompliſhment of his work 
before the hour of death, and beſeech 
him, to-grant us grace for the finiſhing 
(urs, | 
Jeſus Chriſt having given up the 
Ghoft, 'twas a terrifying ſurpriſe to the 
Devils, who had ouſh'd on the Jews to 
thirſt after the blood of Chrift, to ſee 
him, from the moment of his death, 
victorious and triumphing over them,; 
to ſve their Empire deftroy'd, andif. .- 
they muſt for eyer be fabjett to hirh asto - 
their Maſter, their Judge and their God, 
The ſurpriſe of a finful unrepenting 
Sul, at the hour of death, will not be 
of lels, 
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leſs,. when having negle&ed all - the 
lights of God's grace in time of health, 
and abus'd all the effe&s of Chriſt's 
death, it ſhall then behold Chriſt, whom 
It had deſpis'd* and forgotten ; and be 
convinc'd, that then there's no remedy 
left ; that the .grace formerly offer'd, 
{ſhall for ever be refus'd ; that it ſhall 
haveno other portion for Eternity, than 
to ſuffer the rigorous Juſtice of God, 
whoſe mercy it had ſo long deſpis'd. 
Grant, O merciful Jeſus, that my 
Soul may never periſh, tor which thou 


-baſt laid down thy life: may thy Death 


be life to me, that, by it, I may-obtain 
ſuch effeual grace, as to forſake 2ll fin, 
the cauſe of thy ſuffering, and in all 
things be obedient to Thee, O - Jeſus, 
make me a faithful Diſciple of. the Croſs, 
that 1 may ſincerely praiſe, whar thou 
haft there taught me, that T be ever 
Meek, Humble, Patient and Refign'd, 
and in all my a&ions ſhew, whoſe Dil- 
ciple lam, , O Jeſus, be to me a Jeſus 
and ſaye me, . | 
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_ Saturday. 
He deſcended ints Hel. 


THE Saviour of the World having 
expir'd on the Croſs, and by his 
death paid the ranſom-due to the Divine 
Juftice for the fins of' Men, deſcended in- 
to the infernal Priſon, to deliver thence 
thoſe juſt Souls, who were waiting for 
their Redeemer, and were in a conditi- 
on of entring with him into Glory. 'Tis 
eaſie imagining here, what- rage poſ- 
ſe(s'd the Devils at this unexpette4 de- 
livery, to ſee ſuch numbers of Pious 
Souls, who till then, had, like them, 
been baniſh'd Heaven, now refcu'd from - 
their Captivity, and ſummoy'd to pre- 
pate for a triumphant entry into Hea- 
ven; whilft they knew their Sentence to 
be irreverftble, and their doom to mi- 
ſery to be eternal. But if their envious 
fury was inexpreſhible.ſo likewiſe was the 
Toy of thoſe Holy Souls at the fight of 
their Redeemer; who having: conquer'd 
Death andHell,came now withthe happy 
CharaQer of a'Deliverer, and demand-' 
ed them, from their long confinement, 
now to take part*in his triumphs, *Twas» 
F9 the. 
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the Meſjas they expeted, and being 
come, they tl:ink all the time of their 
haniſhment to. have heen as nothing, 
beginning now to. enjoy him, whom 
they had ſo long defir'd, and whom no 
time could' ever more take from them: 
their tears are now dried up, their 
tighs cchangd into Hoſanna's, their 
mourning into joy, and no thoughts of 
their Captivity remain on their Spirits, 
This fame wall be the happine(s of every 
Soul, that dies well » whether the Evils 
and afflitions of life have - been great 
or little, long or ſhort, they all diſap- 
pear at the hour of a happy death, and 
are loſt in eternity, There will be no 
ſenſe then of all thoſe inconfiderable 2c+ 
cidents, which appear now ſo terrifying 
to us: and 'tis this only expedient of 
Imprinting a lively Idea of Eternity in 
our hearts, that can take off the horror 
of all tempural evils, and render them 
equally defirable with Comforts. Once 
death approaches, and Chrift our Re- 
deemer welcomes a Juft Soul out of the 
impriſonment of the Body,. all its con- 
cern isat an end,and then paſt affliftions 
only ſerve to add to the fatisfaion of its 
delivery and reft. And where this hope 
do's not ſweeten ſomething, or at leaſt 
moderate here, all exceſs of diſturbance 
and grief, *tis to. be fear'd, ſuch a Soul 
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ooks not-beyond Time, but has its por- 
tion here only in the conveniencies of 
this Life. Thus welcome then was Chrift 
to the Souls ofjthe Holy Fathers,tho” not 
ſo to the Reprobate ; the Comfort of the. 
former was in theſe the encreaſe of their 
Deſpair, And is it not a ſtrange misfors. 
tune and moft- ſurpriſing blindneſs of- 
Men, to put themſelves intaſuch a ſtate, 
that the vitories of Chriſt, ſhould add 
to their miſery; aud the encreaſe of his 
Glory be their greater confuſion ? But 
thus it muſt neceffarily be with finners :- 
far in beholding the exceſs of Chrift's 
ſuffering; they ſee there ſuch an Abyſs 
of Love and Mercy, ſo. great a dehire of 
their Salvation, that this neceffarily lays 
before them a full proſpett of their own: 
Ingratitude and Blindneſs, revives in- 
them the thoughts of all the opportu- 
nities they have loft, and of the incuy- 
fiderableneſs of thoſe trifles, for which 
they loſt them ; and the conſequence of 
this. is rage and deſpair. And thus it 
will one day be with all perverſe and im» 
penitent finners; Death will preſent 
them before their Lord, and beholding 
him, whoſe love and mercy they had fo 
ungratefully deſpis'd, they't need no 0-. 
ther Executioner, beſides that of their 
own Conſciences, to-put them on th? 
rack, and confound them with a certain 
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horror, which, their ſtate being unat= 
terable, muſt laſt for eternity. 

Tlus was Chrift a Bleſſing to ſome 
2nd a Confuſion to others : of one 0f 
theſe two. ranks muſt we all be: and 
this determination entirely depends on 
that little ſpace of: life, while weare on 
rhe Earth. He that has not lovd and 
ſerv'd'J=ſus Chrift in time of. this life, 
{hall not love him for ever: and he that 
has lov'd here, ſhall love him: for all e« 
ternity : all our happineſs conſiſts in o- 
beying God 1n this life, and every thing 
befides,' is vain and unprofitable. *Tis 
in this point we muſt make our enqui- 
ry; and rememyver, the Service and 
Love of Chrift appears in our Thoughts, 
in our Defires. and our Aﬀions; He 
that loves, thinks of what he loves: he 
that loves, 1s concern'd in whatever 
happens to his Beloved : he is fafflicted 
at his misfortunes, rejoices at his ſuc- 
ceſs: he reſents all injuries offer'd him, 
3s zealous for .his Glory, as for him; 
dires the body. of. ations to him; and 
avoids every thing, he knows diſplea- 
fivg tohim. By this we may judge whe- 
ther we love Chriſt, or no; and on this 
Love may be fram'd the beſt judgment, 
as to our eternal lot. | 

O Teſus, thou know'ft all the Mi- 
feries, to which I am ſubject, all py 
11s 
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Sins of my Life, and the war, wherein 
I am at preſent-engagd with my cor- 
ruption. I beſeech thee, by all thy 
Sufferings*, by thy bleſſed Paſſhon and 
Death, to forgiye me all my paſt Of- 
ſences, by which I have moſt ungrate- 
fully provok'd the juſt Anger of my 
God: and now: have ſuch a merciful 
Compaſhon' on my Weakneſs, that 
aſhſting me with. thy. Grace, I may 
paſs: thro' with Patience -and Courage 
all, thoſe difficulties, whether of Soul or 
Body, thou ſhalt: pleaſe to ordain for- 
me : Permit me not to: yield under any-- 
Temptation, or any ways bedrawn in» + 
to Sin : that Grace thou haft purchagd 
by thy Sufferings, is ſufficient for all 
this, however weak: I am of my ſelf : 
'tis in. this I place all my HONED 


and now firmly -hope, thou wilt ſo hap= 
pily condutt me thro' my whole Life, 
that whatever hour I am call'd out of 
this- World, I may be ſenſible of the 
200d effe&t of thy Paſſhon, and forever 
rejoice-in my Redeemer, , who, has. died 
for mes \ Amen. - + wn Taft 
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urge away the old lexven, that you may 
become a new Iump. Weare to-re- 
joice this Day with our 'Lord, for his 
Victory. over Death, and for his: en- 
tring' into- a Life- immortal, We are 
to foyn with the Church in her repeated 
Nllelujahs , and endeavour, that no 0» 
ther comfort at this time, take place 
of this. The worldly Soul rejoices in 
fenfible and worldly Comforts ; 'but: the 
True Chriftian, in the Glories: of his 
Eord. Thisis the Day, our Lord has 
made, let us Exult and rejoice in it. 
Fhis is one condition requir'd ; but for 
the worthy Celebrating this Feftival , 
we are- to uſe: ovr beſt endeavours, for 
the atding: another?; that , which the 
Apoſtle here recommends,” in requiring 
us to purge away the old leaven, and 
- becoming every one of us, as it were a 
New lump. If we have the Spirit of 
the World fo over-ruling us, that our 
Attiqus are diretted by the violent im- 
preihens of Intereft , Company, or 
whatever other atisfation that draws 
us 
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us from our Duty, we are very much 
unprepar*d for this Solemnity, and truly 
unlike what we ought to be, All 
this is the Old leaven, and muft 
neceſſarily be purg'd away : for who- 
ever has not advanc'd fo far, in efta-- 
bliſhing God's Kingdom within his Soul, 
as to have there a Principle of duty, fo 
prevailing over the interior Corruption , 
that the main Body of his Actions has 
not more in them of the Love of God, 
than of: the World, more of Duty, 
than of the Old Leaven, truly ſuch an - 
one is ſhort of that Charadter, which 
St. Paul ſays, belongs to the Good 
Chriftian :_ and this is no other, but” 
that every true Pretender to Holinels, - 
is not to be diretted in his Life by Con=- 
cupiſcence or any worldly Paſſion , but 
by the ſenſe of his Duty, and the di-- 
re&tion of- the Law of God. Thus 
ought all Chriftians be Azimes , as 
S, Paul adviſes. or Unleaven'd, 
But-wher this Corruption is thus: 
weaken'd , that it may be now traly 
ſaid, not] to command the Heart ; yet 
ſomethjng of it will ſtill remain, which, 
on occaſions, will break out, and in- 
fe&t many particular ARions : hence 
the beſt of Chriftians experience ſome» - 
times motions of Pride, Envy, Choler,.. 
Sadneſs, ſeeking themſclyes , and the” 
Deſire © 
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Defire of Created goods ; *tis this Lea» 
ven, which thus remains, every Chriſii- 
an ought to labour by degrees, to purge 
away 3 and that none may be diſcour- 
ag'd, it ought to be remembred, 'tis 
an Exerciſe, that- is to be the employ- 
ment of our whole Lives. For this 
remaining CFrruption, is as ſo. many 
r00:s under Ground, which are ever 
ſhooting forth , and if, by., continual 
pains, they are not kept down , they 
will encreaſe till they ,overgrow the 
Sol ,. and infeting the very Heart , 
wit have it at command , and render it 
incapable of bringing forth good fruit. 
"Tis indeed like the violence of a Tor- 
rent, which will carry us along with it, 
if, we do not labour and courageouſly 
make .up aganſt the ftream. This is 
the Method of our living in this world. 
this the dauly Tack God -bas, given us, 
And 'tis our common and indiſpenſable 
Duty, as ſoon as this Corruption. be» 
gins ficft to appear , preſently to arm 
our ſelves againſt it and endeavour its 


overthrow. Thus indeed our Life : be- 


comes a continual Mortification or Self- 
denial ; and indeed ſo it ought ta be, 
in all the Sincere Followers of Chriſt , 

who are ever'to be crucifyin » the Fleſh, 
dying to Concupiſcence and. its Deſires, 
ang fetrenching whatever -may natural- 


ly 


»- 
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ly ſerve © to. feed or firengthen--it, 
But whilft this 1s the common obli- 
gation of all, is it not. very ſurpriſing 
to ſee not only diſorders among. care 
leſs Chriftians, but likewiſe a- wanr 
of mortification, as alſo variety of-/fails 
ings -in-thoſe,, who ſeem fincerly defis 
rous of cotreQing them ? and truly 'tis 
what is ſufficient to convince ' them 
of --: their being wanting to their 
duty, if upon examining; into their 
Conſcience, they: find there; they have 
not been diligent-in watching over theme 
ſelves, and-making- uſe -of ſuch means, 
as might be proper for their amend» 
ment 3-' fince. all that , * muft, then. be 
charg'd on them, as the conſequence of 
their indifferency and negledt : | 
Tho' 1 cannot-.but - hope tao; there 
are many--Chriſtians, who-have a fins 
cere defire of renouncing all: whatever 
is.in them diſpleaſing to God, and pray: 
daily for this end ; and yet at the ſame. 
time can obſerve no ſenfible amendment, 
but. are ftull diſcovering new failings in 
themſelves. This: may-eaſily be 40 well- 
meaning Souls, who labouring daily in 
the affairs of their Salvation, obtain 
by. this-means encreaſe of knowledge 
and inward light; this light makes them 
more difterning and quick-lighted than; 
10 1 20 1407277 415 - 1hehonel 
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before, and hence diſcovering more 


ſins than formerly, they are inclin'd to- 


fear, that they loſe ground ; that their 
devotions: are fruitleſs,. and are often 
drawn ſo far into the ſnare, aseven tu 
think of leaving them andreturning to 
their former method; upon this, varie- 
ty of diquieting thoughts raiſes. a ftorm 


within them, and they ftand in need of 


2 $kilful and prudent DireQor to pre- 
ſerve them from Shipwrack 3 whoſe 
care it ought: to be, to make them ſen- 


fible, that the faults, that trouble them, + 


are not new 3 that the tepidity and 
negligence of their former life, was the 
occaſion of their not ſeeing them at- 
thattime, or at leaft, being unconcern'd 
at them: that the diſcovering them 
now, is2n evidence of their being ad- 
vanc'd in the Spiritual way, and having 
agreater coficern for their Salvation 
than formerly, And if upon the view 


of them now, they frame a true judg- 


ment of their miſery and weakneſs, fin- 
cerely hambling themſelves at the con- 
fideration of the great diftance they are 
from God; this Humility join'd' with 
endeavours of- reforming themſelves, 
is certainly a great progreſs in a Chri- 
ftian life, and what ought to lay the 
foundation of ſolid comforts. For tru- 
ly, as tþe condition of our ſtate is m 
t 
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the perfeAtion of this life, is not ſo much 
in _ free from all imperfe&ions, as 
inthe fincere defire of maſtering them; 
and being humble under fuch failings, . 
as we fincerely. endeayour, and yet can- 
not overcome. h 

Let us then, as the Apoſtle advifes, 
purge away the the old leaven, permit- 
ting no corruption in our ſelves,which is 
criminal or any ways likely- to hazard 
our Salvation 3 ' and for other: failings, 
it is to bethe buſineſs of our lives, eyer 
to ſtrive againſt them ; and in this, O- 
Jeſus, let it be the effe& of thy. Grace, 
that we hold'on with patience, and fight: 
with courage totheend. 


Maunday. 
Eafter-Week.. 


k P-ES-T LE 
Aﬀs C.'10, V. 37. ends V. 43: 


Tp rais'd bim up the third day.Chrift 
ariſing from the dead is our in» 
ſtruction at this time, that whoever pre-- 
tends to be his Diſciple, ought not to 
lie buried in' the Grave of fin, but, with 
his Locd, riſe to a life of: Grace ; obey- 
iag the Summons of St, Paul, Ariſe thou” 
that fleepeſt, and ariſe fromihe dead pond 
C 
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Chbriſt will entighten thee, ; None can. be 
a true Diſciple of Chriftz who believes 
not what he teaches; neither. can any 
cne ſeriouſly judge himſelf his Diſciple, 
if. he do's not, what he-commands.- He 
commands thee 1vw, O Chriftian , to 
awake and riſe from 9in 3, if thou-do'ft 
it not,how do'ſt thou belong to him/ For 
this end, -the Church now calls on thee 
by Confeſſion and a ſincere repentance, 
to purifie-thy Soul from all whateyer 
can defile,and, preſent it a pureOffering 
before:God, if. not without.ſpot or ble- 
miſh, at-leaft ſo, that there be nothing, 
that can render thee unfitto accompany 
thy Lord. It may be eafily known, how 
near thou art come to be this happySoul, 
if thou confider'ft thy.ſelf by St. Paul's 
meaſures: If thou art rijen with Chriſt, 
ſeek thoſe things, which are above 3 (et your 


affetion on things above, not on things on 


Earth. Coloſ. 3. 1. Not that a Chri- 
ftian is entirely to baniſh from his heart 
the, thoughts of all Warldly things ; 
this cannot be in-this life, where our 
Duty - in; ſeyeral:- ways, [links ust 

this -World ; but that our hear »b 

ſo-poſſeſs'd with the love of: God, that 
uſing this. World, as -circumftances- re- 
quire, Qur great Concern and Solicitude 
in the main body of our ations be, how 
to perform the Will .of God:and- work. 
out. our Salyatiot. + © » | 


«. 
Thus... 
Lc : | 
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This happy temper in a Soul carries 
it on powerfully and ſweetly in the me- 
thod of a Chriſtian life ; ſpurs it fer- 
ward to ſeekand approve all ſuch means, 
as are effettual for the uniting it more 
cloſely to its God, aud taking all immo- 
derate affeftions off the World ; and if 
this be, by what the World calls Afii- 
ions, Misfortunes or- Diſgrace, it 
cheerfully ſubmits; not efteemingthings, 
by their reliſh to fleſh and blood ; but as 
they contribute to the everlaſting good 
and carry it- forward to that end, On 
the other fide, it endeavours to enter- 
tain with a ſort of- jealouſy and diflike, 
whatever- ſtrengthens her affeQtions to 
this World ; andtherefore what others 
generally cal]: Bleftings -and Happineſs, 
ſhe apprehends as Dangerous ; ever Cx» 
eriencing. the ſatisfaftion of Tempo- 


_ ral things to be asa certain weight,which 
draws her down, and is ftill 'aptto re- 


move her-ata greater diftance from her 
God. 'And then if-ſhe obſerves any vio- 
lent. inclinations within, or unhappy 
circumftances without, which are the 
occaſions of -her ſin,her whole Care and 
Solicitade is in taking the beftadyice and 
uſing ſuch means, "as are proper for ſe-. 
curing her againſt ſuch+evils : ſhe isneis 
ther tired in her moſt labourions endeas 
vours, nor diſcourag'd at her own weak- 
neſs, or the '1mportunity of a troubles Z 
| ſome. . 
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ome enemy ; but fill goes on ſighing 
and fighting for eternity,cragging thoſe 
chains with patience, which are the pu- 
niſhment of her crimes, and waiting, 
when ſhe ſhall be deliver'd from this her 
Captivity. 

This is the method and: theſe the 
marks of a Soul riſen with Chrift : and 
where theſe are not, 1 fear ſuch a Soul 
go's not beyond the Ceremany of 
the ReſureQion and Repentance, When 
a-Chriftian ſeemingly ſenſible of his ill 
State, has confeſs'd and proteſted, that 
beis ſorry for-what is paft, and now re- 
folv'd to amend; and yet afterwards 


purſues the former method of his Life, - 


neither governing his Thoughts , nor 


moderating his Deſires , nor obſerving- 
his Words, nor declining the occaſions . 


of - his.Sin, -nor taking his Heart off the 


World and its Snares ; ſuch an one may. 


bave had thoughts of ariſing to a new 
Life, but lies ftil] buried under the 


Earth, turns himſelf round in Corruptis. 


@n ;-and if at the beſt, he getsup, 't's. 
only like thoſe Beaſts, which riſe out 
of- the Mire to ſbake themſelves , and 
fo lie down again. And how far is this. 
from truly ſeeking the things that are 
above ?- $, Peter gives: quite another 
Ccharafter of a Chriftian arifing from 
Sin; requiring, that whoever: thinks of 
this, ſhould no longer live according - 

C tne 


the Luſts of Men, but to the Will of 
God ; that the time paſt ſhould be ſuf- 
ficient to have liv'd like Unbelievers, 
to have walk'd. in Laſciviouſneſs, in 
Lufts, in Exceſs of Wine, in Rioting 
and Drinking; and that now he would 
zive his old} Companions occaſion of 
wonder, for not joyning with them, as 
formerly, in all their diſorders and in- 
temperance, 1 Per. 4. 2. Theſe would 
be moſt convincing marks of a new Life, 
to ſee men begin a new method, to fee an 
entire Change from all former Extrava- 
Fancies and Liberties, and wholy for- 
ſake that Company , which have been 


| the encouragers and Witneſſes of all 


their Iniquity : And as by their difor- 
ders they had before given ſcandal-to. 
g00d Men, and bzen occaſion of. their 
wonder and trouble; ſo now to give a 
like offence to the ill Ones, and make 
them revile at their unexpetted Amend- 
ment. And truly where this is not 
in every repenting Sinner, in their 
degree , they have reaſon to ſuſpe& 


their fidelity : fince true Repentance can- - 


not be without aChange, nor anyAmend-. 
ment be, where every thing go's on as 
before. Deceiye not then thy (elf any 
more, my Soul, for thou canft not de- 


ceive him, who is the Searcher of 


Hearts: and if at this time thou haft 
thoughts of Repenting, ſee it be accom- 
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panied with a Change of thy ſelf and 
with Amendment z fr otherwiſe, tho' 
Chriſt be riſen, yet thou canft expe 
no part in the ReſurreWion of the Tuft. 


Tueſday. 
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'©5 raiſed bim from the Dead: 
Chrift deing riſen from the Dead 
enter'd into. a Life immortal and im- 
paſſible, a new life, ſeparated - from 
Creatures , that had nothing common 
with the Corruption of the World; a 
Life diſengag'd from the ties of created 
ObjzAs, and wholy fix'd” on God; a 
Life , which ſecur'd him from all the 
atrempts of Malice, render'd him inſen- 


fible_ of all Provocations, and put him” 


into the Poſſeſhon of an unchangeable 
HappineG., This Life is what at pre- 
ſent ought_to be the model of ours, in 
ſome degree at-leaft; for otherwiſe 
we cannot. hope tq have benehtted:by 
this holy..Feſtiva!. The great occaſion 
of our Sins, of our being at: ſuch a 
diſtance from God, and ſo much in love 
with the World, is becauſe we are ſoeca- 
ſy:\n receiving impreſſions from ſenſi- 


= Beand worldly obje&s, and that who | 
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fo wholy unacquainted with -every de- 
ree . of impaſhbility, that truly every 
hing that preſents it ſelf to our Senſe or 
Phancy, cauſes an alteration in "us, 


Hence Intereſt, Ambition , and what 


ever delights, have ſuch a command 
Or the heart, that they draw it quite out 
of its Centre, diſorder it with ſo many 


' violent Motions, that eagerly following 


d 
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the World, it forgets its only Eternal 
Good : Hence every . diſappoiritment, 
misfortune or . provocation. brings dark- 
neſs upon it , and deftroys all interior 
Peace, that it becomes in ſome manner 
deaf to the diftates of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, and is only capable of being in- 
fluenc'd by Paſſion! And thus by being 
too ealy and ſenſible, as to every thing 
that delights or exaſperates, it is 
brought to a preCcipice, and, upon the 
leaft motion, is ready to fall into all 
the depth of Senſuality , "Melancholy 
and Fury ; being 4n a diſpoſition of be- 
ing led along by the Devil, the World 
and the Fleſh; and this. is truly the 
Charatter and Temper of carnal. and 
worldly Men : but how unlike that of 
a true Chriftian, who has begun a new 
Life, and is riſen with Chrift! For he, 


' having fully poſfleſs'd his heart with. the 
great Obligation and Intereſt he hagin-- 
loving, and obeying God , with;f 


mean opinion of this World and all that 
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are butvery empty , light and nothing, | 
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if compar'd to Eternity ; by this means 


-arriv'd'to ſuch a degree of impaffibility, 


that tho* he is not become wholy inſen- 


fible, yet approaches ſo near it, that 


he is little more than touch'd with thoſe 


Objefts, which are as a violence on 0-1 
thers and draw them headlong out of' 
'the way, Hence it is, that tho' world- 


ly,carnal anſenfible things often preſent 


-themſelves'fto him, as Intereſt, Prefer- 


ment, Efteem , and whateyer is aptto 


gratify the Senſes, yet they find hd ſo | 
hardned, that truly they make little or }. 


no impreſſion on his Soul ; tis much 
the ſame as to all the provocations of 
misfortune or malice; - they cauſe in 
him a paſſing Surprize , but are not able 
to move him from that fteddineſs of 
mind, which bezng built on a Rock, on 
the foundation of Eternal Goods , cane 
tiot be much ſhaken with ſuch infidera- 
ble blaſts. *Tis this inward firmneſs 


-and conftancy, which ſecures a Soul, 
an&Tenders it not ſo very eaſy aud ſuf. 
' eptible of impreflions from Creatures, 
-and'is truly a Chriftian quality very 

fuitable to this great Solemnity, make» . 


ing us, as far as is agreeable to our 


© State, reſemble: our Redeemer, in ap- 
© 3$ 


preaching to that Impaſſibility and Im- 
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ments: of his Refurre&ion. For this 
reaſon it is,that as at this time, I pray to 
be deliver'd from a hard and Stony heart, 
ſo likewiſe I make it my daily Petition, 
that God would pleaſe to harden my 
heart, and render it ſtill more and more 


-obdurate againft all the dangerous and 


diftrating impreſhons -of Creatures ; 
that ſo being ever eaſy and ready in 
hearing and obeying God , this other 
Hardneſs may preſerve me againft all 
the Solicitation of created things , 
which otherwiſe affecting the heart, 
would likely draw it out of the way. 
There's another quality in "Chriſt 


'rifen from the dead, of which I earneſt- 


ly-defire to obtain. ſome degree ; and 


that is, as Chrift in all thoſe forty days 
: between his Reſurre&ion-and Aſcenſion, 


was never heard to ſpeak either of Pi- 


Tate or Herod, of Fudas or the Phariſees, 


or even of that Infinit Glory, he then 
enjoy'd in his Soul ; but the whole ſub- 
ject of his Diſconrſe was to confirm and 
prepare his Apoftles for their "Charge. 


j 50 truly I defire to: retrench ſomething 


of my unneceffary and unprofitable dif- 
courſes, as perceiving, there's nothing 
ſerves more to feed and maintain our 
Pafhons than theſe. *Tis Self-love puts 


us upon ſpeaking of paſt troubles, be- '. 


cauſe 'tis a ſatisfaCtion to. us that they 


are paſt, *'Tis ſome remains of Hatred 
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© + and ill-will makes 
-- Jatingthe malice and deſigns gf-'our E- 
-- "REMIEs, and the advantages: we had 0- 


- 


| 


us take pleaſyre ig. re- | 


yer them... 'Tis a-vain complacence in | 
the Happineſs we enjoy, is the occafion | 
of our ſo frequent Diſcourting'of itwith | 
deheght: thus generally;ſome.ill Paſhon. 


- or other is the ground of , what we ſay, | 
and *tis to humour, andegratify ſome 


weakneſs.of our own, is the true end of 
|.of - our Diſcourſes. This is very 
hike the Example here given, which, 
tho! it beſo perfe&, that we cannotwell 


- expeft to come up to it : yet truly, 


while, we; pretend to be Followers of 


Ehrift, and tolive accordihg to his Spi- 


Tit, we ought not* voluntarily indulge 
our ſelves in fach-ways, as are contrary 
£0 him, but ever ftrive. to overcome | 
ourſelves in al our Weakneſſes, and if 
we cannot wholy maſter our Paſſions, at . 
leaft *tis our duty to be very watchful 
1n moderatingthem. Help me, O Lord, 
by thy Gracey, in this twofold Duty, 
that by ,the ftigagth of. a 1ew Life, I 
ithconfrancy withſtand all Tem- 
Sas allmy Diſcourſes ſeek 
agHonour and my Eternal 


